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But truly, T am fullof Power by the Spirit of the Lord, andof Fudyment, 


” and of Might, to declare wto Jacob bu Tranſgreſſion, ard io [ſracl 
bis Sm. Hear this, 1 pray you, ye Heads of the Houſe of Jacob, 
” and Princes of the Houſe of Iirael, that abhor Fudgment, andperver: 
: all Equit . They build KP Zion with Bled, and Jerutalem with Inj- 
quity : The Headi thereof judge for Reward, and the Prieſts thereof 
teach for Hire, and the Prophets thereof divine for Money , yet mill 
they lean upon the Lord, and ſay, 11 net the Lord ameng us? none cl 
| C4 come upon us, Micah 3. 8,9, 10, 11: 
* But Fudgment ſball return unto Righteonſueſs, ard alt the Upright in bear: 
 ſbal folow ©, Pſal. 94. 15. 
LHelp me, O Lord my God: O ſave me according 10 thy Mercy, That 
they may know 5t 1s thy Hand, that thou Lord haſt done it, Plal. 104 
*. 36, 27. 
Tet thoſe that fear thee, turs unto Me, and thoſe that have knoan thy 


Teſtimonies, Pal. 119. 79. 
The Second Edition, with Additions and Corre&ioas of the firſt Compiicr, 
according to which the firſt may be amended and ſupplied. 


B Printed in the Year 1690. 
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Juſt Defence of Richard Stafford for Himſelf, &c: There 
is not any thing in the ſame contained; that .is contra- 
ry to the Chriſtian Faith, or againſt the State and Govern. 
ment of this Realm, according as it is expreſſed and intend. 
ed in Stat. 13. et 14. Car. 2. Cap. 33. which had reſpett to 
the Uſurpation of the late Times, and was madeto provide 
againſt the ſame for the future ; and is manifeſt by the ver 
Words of the Preampleof the ſaid Att... And fo the afore- 
ſaid Book is a Licenſed Book, according to the true purport 
and meaning of this Statute : - Although the Principal Serre- 
tary of State, or any other of his appointment; the Arch- 
Biſhop of Canterbury, .the Biſhop of Zondoy,- or any of their- 
Chaplains will not certifie the ſame : | Becaule they fear the 
Diſyleaſure of Men, more than the Diſpleaſure of God. 


N the follawing Baok, entituled, 4 clear Apology and 


TO THE 


READER: 


Preface may ſeem unuſual and impertinent before an Apology ;, But 
A it is neceſſary to advertiſe the Reader ſomen'iat before, lijt, when 
he comes to ſee ſuch ſerious Truth applied ſo exceeding cloſe and forec- 
ably, He be frighted quite away, that he cannct endure to fee nhat is here 
Publiſhed. And there will ariſe a ſecret Prejudice hy I ſhonld not ſerk 


out ſmooth Things «nd Soft Words as de others ;, but the Land is 
not able te bear all theſe Words. Why then doth the Land aft aid 


commit ſuch Things, which are bere ſpoken of with more Peace and Guntle- 
neſs than they are done ? Indeed I am naturally averſe from tormentivg 
the Minds of Men; and alſo I do underſtand what becomes Edacation, 
Civility and Cuſtom of the world,as do others. But it being my Dity and 
Buſineſs ( actording to the Grace and Knowledge intruſted with me) to 
end aveur'to turn People from * Iniquity unto Righteouſneſs, I 0:ght (or 
otherwiſe 1 am not faithful in my Office) ro uſe the moſt cogent Argimonts, 
and to preſs them with the utmoſt force and power which: [-gan, The 
Words of the Wiſe are as goads,,omwhich prick forward; like Nai's 
faſtened by the Maſter of Aſſemblies ; ſo whoever: doth not drive the 
Nail of Exhertation home to the very head, and faſten it as much as he 
can on every fide, He doth the Work of the Lord Ceceitfully. 

It is groſs Ignorance and fooliſh Imagination to be f11;htined atWords ; 


* Which 


gnifies 


the Thing 
that is no2” 


equal, 


for they do expreſs Things which have been, or are now tranſatting and 
paſſing on, or ſhall be hereafter; and theſe (not the bare Pifture and v;« © 


ſible Repreſentation of them) we ſhould indeed fear andendeavour to avoid, 


We think it better and more ſafe to read of a pitcht Battel, a blordy Se. * 


fght, a conſuming Fire,  Plagne, or ſuch like, than to be in the miſt 
thereof ;, yea, We wonld willingly know thereof, and be fhewed the way bow 
ve may kgep ont, eſcape and prevent ſuch evil things : So likemiſe,every one 
doth defire to hear and know of Gec4 Things, and how themſelves may 


 #htain and partaks thereof. It is the ſame, yea, more Danger and Liſs 


tobe willingly Ignorant of what is contained in the Word of God. For 
« ſure as things were at firſt made, are now uphe!d, bave their begin ing 


and end, increaſe and decreaſe, and every Thing ts according to its Na- 
A-2 ture 


To the Reader. 


ture and Kind, and moves and goes 0n, as we now ſee with our bodily Eyes, 
we look upon, ard our Flands haxndie, and we conceive in our minds ;, ſothe 
ſame Word wll be ro every tittle fulfilled, as we are warned and foreatold 
of. But the Heavens and the Earth, which are now, by the (ame 
Word are kept in ſtore, -reſervedunrto Fire againſt the Day of Judg- 
ment, and Perdition of Ungodly Men, 2 Per. 3 17. 7 #5 the worſt 
fort of Ungodlineſs, not like to receive God in their knowledge, /: 
#£ Rebellion which is as the Sin of Witchcraft, and Stubbornneſs 
which is as Iniquity and Idolatry to rejeft the Ward of the Lord, 
1 Sam. 15- 23, 4s was ſaid t0 Saul the King , for even the Kings and 
Judges of the Earth do commit Rebellion againft God. | 
We will here aſſert the Government of God over all Nations and Rulers, 
come what will of it to my weak and frail Perſon \, as themſelves muſt ac- 
knowledge, and Cannot gain:Jay the ſame, Nor yet do they well tobe angry 
with oewho is 8 Worm, and no man; a Reproach of men, and de- 
ſpiſcd of the People ; for as they are reaſonable Creatures, Themſelves 
would not have deſtruftion come upon them at unawares; ad not- 
wichſtanding the ſecret excuſe they have now, cvery man jn the deep of 
his Heart, yet then they will think it hard (but juſt) to be condemned fir 
what they knew not, but might have known if they would. If they will 
Still Deſpiſe, and Wonder and Periſh, jt 5s ro themſelves. If the 
think ſuch a one 1s mad, only besauſe he would prevent their own Miſery 
rhen indeed their Eyes are darkened that they fee nat. Jr happen 
kere — to Chrift®s Method and Predifticn, that they which 
not, might lee ; and they which ſee, might be made blind, John 3. 39. 
Poor and Irroran People do aifcern the Truth, when it 15 bidder from tit 
Hſe and Prudent whom it moſt concerns, In the latter days they (al 
conlider it perfeftly, When for Deſps/ong will be Angaiſh ard jad Kt 
fle&ion ;, for Stubboy neſs, Pain and Miſcry. 
HWba!'ever kind of 1cception theſe Words ſhall mect with in the war 
Te beſt Apology for them i their own Truth and Signification. 
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He conſ6dereth all't teas 
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ef ; For toy on C al fee 
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| _—_ to, get out the Perplex Labyrinth of Words and Perſons, come we to 
Things ; and we. would'no « e oe ſeveral Thoughts, Words and Adti- 

-- ons'of qanklnd; but with | ndeed. we cannot know as.God knows 3 

"for that we. may the 9 woke Fe Merged and Jrpeated. The 

Lord looketh from He, ds pl ace of his Ha- 
biration be iplrr upon Fae fog ir Hearts dlike © 


wr ws 

Hh wb rs Wo, er oh or; Eyil, to, Re- 

$5 70 his Ways, whoſe een thou know- 
Log *29+ 


h 3 but m Noe in a falſe and imper- 


”ELT 


ken Obſerva 


throughly apprehend'a erein are concerned 3 ; we can give no per- 
felt FETs fg er hd Ki ap 5 a 


God par SE 5 method for the ex exerelh a and Fimiojſtratign of his Kingdom 
and. Do r X 'as diy Rings ang Gaygenours over their if peral Chungries. 
Gent f ernment over the Natians = Families of the 

ary G Sid 


"ol togerhe f] 359ur Statute Ration: | Law-js for 


"Ug RE Aa ci ni al Laws for other Nations His Word 1s 
ule 


IR, ſons, and a Law for them to. live and 
. be > hd a No Tia he Fears as ed and commanded to Keprove, Leve 19- 
17. all thanyer of (ſion 32s any one now'doth take notice or ſpeak of 


£0 Laws of this. Nation; which js effcem- 
and a Puty. The ſame is, and ought much 
Ky ſq likewiſe. would be, if there was a- 

of him that is inviſible, wha fills Hgaven 

" i 7 is. Jegard. for the Son of Man, whom we 


nongt Barth w RM: 
ſee to be little, andto 

But thi$} *< to be | e-Fear and InftcuQtion of ſome, and for the Com- 
fort of pike / ofitied to the Tmaginations and Sayings of Men : 
If fome t G Neceits and others too hard Speeches and mi- 
Raken'A ' \ will not ratifie what they ſay, but condemns 
whom tran 2 c who man condemns. For Fe cometh, for be 


comer. 
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i 'Man was Created on the Earth, ſhallaciſe,. 


| © thbugh God is not ſeen, 'yet his Works are. And how Great muſt He be who buit 


 CO# þ 
cometh 10 judge the Earth: He ſhall julge the World with Righteouſneſs, and the Peoplt 
with bly Truth, Plal.96. 13. And } 4 the dead, rrp reaty Pand before Buy 
and rhe Books were opened,an1 another Book was openet;which is the Book of Life *: and the 


dead were judged out of thoſe Things, whi wrizten ju the Books according, ta their 
"> Works, Rev. 2. 12 This, accorditlg CDoret $f * by fe Br unchangeable | 


* God, is as certain and True, as ibit were aleady paſt and fulfilled. As Judges and Ju- 
ſtices of Goat-delivery do try Priſoners by the'Statute-Book of this Realm at thoſe 4. 
Sees _— are _—_ aye - at this general Grave-delivery which is = 
ept once for all, The deal Bodies of all. People, of exery.Place and Generation 
"Man was | Ke Y afkbe, judged by Chriſt and 
- his Saifits actording to thoſe Words written 1u.the Bible > And this according to the 
plain and epminon ſence and jnidet Raqd; the ſame Words. - A 
+-- Behold ift this they re not juſt, "I wi Fr wer all mine Accuſers and Enemies, that 
God is greater than M11; and (0 mich do his Laws exceed theirs, and out of them do 
x convince of Sin and Tranſgreſhon. - Wherefore do I mention that God- is 
than Man ? In compariſon of him the Nations are as 4 drop of 4 Buoket, and ave counted u 
- the'fmall duft of the Balayce,”It fs Pals #»þ pou tbe circle of zhe Z arth,ond the inbs 
bttein's thertof tre as Grafhopp*re. "We al nd and know. that, #e bringeth the Prince 


' ©" v0 nothing; He maketh the Fulger of ths Earth & Fanny. Notwithſtanding the People har 


mote regard to them becauſe they are ſeed, andebeir utmoſt Power is known, ther 
* they \have-t@ Almighty God, who Ai and-whoſe Puniſhment is threatned.. Bu 


{ 
- this vaſt Houſe of the World, and'created'all things therein? What is the Wrath oil * 
* > th Kind) a Worm of five or fix foot long, to the D iſpleaſure, 1ſs. 59: 15. of Hin, 
be oe bm Heaven for his Throne, and the Earth for his Foot-Rool ? What is a finge i - © 
' ifteiInal of an Aﬀembly'of Men,who dwell in Houſesof Clay, that they ould (wha - ; 
- met in®Council )es yer exalt themſelves, Exod. 9. 17+ to doaccording to their own wil 0 
aotwithftahding'God's Commandment to the contrary? IF not to [peak out, (becaut y 
they profeſs that they know God, but in Works deny him) yet to think and att / 
wellous things a2 ainff th: God of Gods, Dan. 11.36, And in this they are worle thel " 
him here ſpoken of, . or Pharoab, for he knew not who was the Lord that he (houlllj 
_ obey hjm.” What, is abomination of Heart, they imagine'to be bravery of mind ; thi { 
| ey tani/and are for doing'things oherwiſe, and as it were hinder that his will bend Ry 
ED EES BE Y « 
. B* thereof, and it A -pudj 7 wi prop : . & | emi; 
tron and Miſery, They are corrupt, : de pacfit rar, Opprefſion : They [jd ok 
beftily + ' They ſet their Mhuth 1g ainft the Heavens, and their Tongue walkgth through by 
'Farth : therefore his People return birher and Waters of' a fullCup are wrought out to thy 
_ 75:8, 9, 10.' By the height and breadth, and depth of ſach kind of Tranſgrei > 
we may judge of the length of future Torments. Whole, Thoughts were ti did 
" '/ exthiti to Heaus ;Lnk.'to. 15. theit Souls hal] be thruff dawn to Hell. Shall not Gi Far 
#earth- this out ? for he knoweth the ſecrets of the Heart, the innermoſt Thoug! the 
' - »andmoft hidden Fmaginations. Even nbw_ he Tooks down from-the Habitation' I: 4 
- -tis Holineſs, and isnot*far from every one of us ; for at this very moment, He bi Gti 
ſees and hears all that we are talking of or doing in our Houſes and ſeveral places ma 
abode: And ſo He hath done all along of this Generation of Men now living,as He 6 rig 


of thoſe before we were horn, We readof Him in his Word, for the Lord your Goi 
God of Gods, and Lord of Lords, a great God, 6 Mighty end a Terrible, which regarit B 
not Perſons nor taker Reward,” Deut. 1017410 which he isoppolite unto Mc | : 


OED fence, and aw, and dread ef.Him upon our minds; we may. know and perceive 
; Kis Laws written jp qur Hearts and inward Parts; by laying open onr Conſcience as in 

Vis ſight, and,by Fy an 6 with.our ſpirit, when we are for a little while filent in 
. our Chamber, and ſomewhat freed and leparated;from the Things of this World, All 
the uu oa doth ſhew and manifeſt himſelf unto Mankind ;. ſo that they are with- 


—_ 


Fc ©. hn, of 


wh out excu 
f _ This may be thonght proper to inſtru@ and convert Heathens, or the neighbour- 
ce ing Nations which:do grovel in the daxkneſs of Popiſh ignorance, but doth not {cen 
a : fo applicavle to our own Country, where the Zriptupes are read and. preached-in a 
the © known Tongue, and they bealt.ofthejc underftanding thereof. But yet, the Prophet 
| [7ith-peremptorily of bus time, when they had the ſame priviledges, Therefore my Pco- 
hat Þ ekbe into Captivity b:canſe they baue no Enomledgr, - 1[as 5. 13. He. doth. elegantly 
a int of the ſottiſh 1gnoratice of former, his own, and ſucceſive Generations, #ave 32 


not known ? Have ye not bear1? Hath it not been told you from the beginning f Have y2 
ut underffood from the Femutions of the Exrih ?. Iſs. 40.21, And. then doth as it 
| vere point him ont in the following Verſe, x if Ze, &c. $0 it is. aid further down, 
. There is no kyowledge of God in the Land, Hol, 4; 1. And what P4xl witnelteth of his 
- tinie,. Some have nor the browledge if G {ſpeak this to your ſhame, 1 Cote 15. 34» 
The ſame is affirmed at this very day, - The.chief,. and who call themielvesthe wile 
Men of this Nation, in this they are found wanting, They have not the knowledge of 
' God, This is the manner of the People of Fngleny that dwell careleſly, that lay in 
their Hearts, We are and none befides us. Here is a ſecret diſowning of God above. 
Or if they acknowledge him by a few aGts of outward Worſhip. yet they confine all 
to that.- But they have.not todo with him in common aQjons,.and generalcourle of 
their. Life. Here they conclyge they are left to themſelves,. who is Lord over us ? (ome 
- others will have reſpe& unto God in little trivialconcerns.; . But for thoſe of Greater 
Moment They do not take cormnſel of him, that walk to $0 down into Egypt, and bave not 
&hed a my Mouth, Ia. 30s. 1, 2» They have firſt invaded this Nation, which occa- 
fioned and raiſed Wars in the Neighbouring Kingdoms ; But they did not [eek out of 
wool} *< Book of the Lord, whether ſuch enterpriſes at firſt were juſt and lawful. Why 
« tht Ramoth in Gilead was ours before ?. 1 King: 22. 2.; and under. the ſubje&tion of the 
il fame King of this Nation, And though now it.be ic danger to fall into the hands of 
the King of Syria; yet they ſhould hays done wel] at the very bezinning of all to have 
enquired at the Word of the Lord, vel. 5, and'then all this might have been prevented 
at the very firſt rife. And iow. the Land is. my 'and divided, . and by reaſon of 
the ſores thereof, it ſhaketh ;* yet it' may be ntade up and healed by our God. Now 
Urim and Thumimare ceaſed; neither have we Warrant for additional Immediate Re- 
velation; But God bath given us his ſtanding Word in the Bible, which was confirm- 
ed by Signs and Miracles, and divers Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt ; whereby God himſelf 
did bear witneſs to it, and did ena and confirm jt as a. Law and Dire&tion to our fore- 
Fathers,and-to us their Children, and to our Poſterity for evermore« #e bath fhew:4 
thee O Min; what is go0d; and what doth the Lord require of thee, but to do juſtly, and to 
love Mercy 7 Mic. 6. $. By this way and method of Righteous and prudent accomo- 
Gtion Ireland might be ſooner recovered and utterly difentangled from out of the 
hands of the French K ing,than by all the Multitude of Men and Horſes,Ships and Car- 
riages,the ſeveral Inſtruments of Death and Cruelty; all which-only. make a meer noiſc 
and outward ſhew,but there is nothing more in it beſides Deftruttion and Miſchief. 
But our Governours are not Governed by the Law of the moſt High God 3 and (@ 
they donot w4dlk Zumbly with him ; They do not confider that in the Thing whercin 
Hey 
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(4) 
they deal Proudly, he is above them'3 they do not conſult right, for his Glory ; nor - 


willthey obey him ſo far thathe' may fit work itn T 'They bave ſet up 
K gr, but hot bye 3 They beve made Princes," but'l knew it not Ht 3.4. which hath 
be=a particulartyſhewe&with ſuch'Evidetice ant Demouſttarion nad ents Gr 
the Sinners reſort only to their old# merhodof 
bare contradiction ;* buttill it remams firm and eros he A vguiry And Ke ng - 
ready done in two diſtin Seffions of Parliament in two {hort printed Teſtimonies of 
_—_ the firſt- LINE IN Supp wears nn con beading date Fax, be 
' 1689, Ho, The ſecond, ed $0 rhe ronſaer: 

Houſes, March 25.1 - Thar Fee _—_ appigen, Truth and ie: Rilgin jgion 
and Piety may be eftablifkicd 2 yiog apr a Genetatians. 

For themſelves do pray inthe” ords inthe 'plate where they Mages 
every morning before cheir -ſolertm” ' and therefors ic: thay fhemfirange 
(unleſs an gnſeen Enemy did blind their arid Hearts, or hinder fromifcetning,or 
turn them aſide from the Truth) "that when God hath ſhewed them a way in his 
Word, and left the means in their reg -yet they did not gothe Her wa to pre to pre- 
ſerve, make better and perpetuate ;. vr to Reſts 
Wars to ceaſe : all which by'the ifeftion pf Gbd's Ward will be rug to the end Mo 
time,” and to the ends of the Barth; when they \ ſhall felr. the Name of the Lord from the 
Weſt, Wa: 59. 19. and'other Nations wil alfo a6 fame, 45 they haye from chis un- 
derſtanding People a right example.” /Andfurther, there is the Promiſe, of Gad;Pſd, 
102. 28-£r 72-5- that ſuture Generations ſhalt Conthmue what we” baye happily begun, 
It is only to _ things ,and 10 ef ablifh then with Fudgment and with'Fuſt ice, from hence- 
forth, even for ver. To obſerve and do according to thoſe Laws, Rules and DiteCtions 
which eng Lord 4 hath ſbewed and appointedin his Rhee ; and, 15508 oro would” be 
continued peace and firm ſettlement thron arr Wer Wi Iich are u- 
nited he to another ; atid'theUke'm 77s rg Gow ei ſtag hed hed aropghon the 
whole Earth. Lt is vice cole, nll fro eſte 

But other wiſe there will be cotifa 10n,' tarbance an wo of Kigh Tones with 
the manifold evils and inconveniences onde fie now'in this place, befides'the Wrathof 
God which hereafter cometh upon the Chittren of Diſobedience. If People will go 

er itillin their own Ways, and: according their owt \ Thoughts, this is Sin,, Iniqity 
 - and Tranſgrefſion 3 -all which' ay cey ſhallſurely.) qyite., - 
4:Verb'for Fuftict, nor. any rode Gia Y; avs af King an Lye; 
gonce fue Miſchief and bps ares Tag nd wetue FL 
ders/Web,'- He that rnb Hoey t Boy Wh is cruſhed bregterb aut 1 - 
« Viper See Iſe. 59.throvg ng, Flt is done by. way of leg .Humour and 


Srubbornneſs, wilt recoyl Eft greater force and ſmart upon the elves. ; notwith- 
ttanding they die other Cys ores we'ſet nothing. as yet ro befall them. *; Again, 
foretimes it ishere Teen, that what tliey would ſuppreſs, doth FE up Turk greater 
itrength and dingetagainf them, 'Orif 'with much ſubtlety and Ccantrivance, They 
weave tbe Spiders Web, -yet thefe by ſhalt not” become” Gariiants, neither (hall}6 
cover themſelves ith the Works. "may juft kin thing ovec, ' which neverthelcs 
will be feen through. And it doth nat anſwet the ends_of ,Government as to gire 
real-peace and aflured Preſervation. Indeed ir isa little better, than, nothing» for. 
iomevwhat caſt over, which doth neither hide nakednefs nor keep warm.;, And the 
it ia long time intranſating and 'making 3 bor it is 411. ſid: denly Swept away, 29 
= oft: nothing at all afterwards. . * 
Ye have an 1 example agd inftance hereof in the late Reign ; when the King not ob- 
{ſerving 
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ſerving the Rules of Mercy, Fudgment and ; FRA was not Ef ubtijbed in bis 
Throne, Iſa. 16. 5. but hath been fince removed. It is obſervable of thoſe arbitrary 
and illegal Atts which he did, That he was two or three years in bringing them to 
pals; but they were undone again intwoor three days, or le(s than a week. And ke 
did offer te do all things for the future as became a Good King. God knows the {c- 
crets and intents of his Heart; and whether it was not more ont of apprehenſioa ot 
danger than real Repentance ; but that might have brought him to a fight of his Sin 
and Errour,- and then it would have been real and unfeigned : for affliction and fear 
are ſuch a beginning of Repentance as God will accept of, and therefore we may al- 
low the lame to one ancther in things that they have treſpaſied againſt us. But it 
was not done according to Righteou!neis, Equity, Truth, or Chriitian Forgiveneſs. 
In the great National Revolution was that fulfilled, They proceed from Evil to Evil, 
and they know aot me, ſaith the Lord, Jer. g. 3 One unlawful extream doth not ex- 
cuſe and HP another of deſpiſing the Oath of God, breaking his Coverant, aid 
tranigreifing the Laws of Righteouſneſs, | 

Thereare many Particulars and Circumftances of Sin and Evil of both fides, which 
no man knoweth nor conlidereth the utmoſt Evil and Abomination of, © But the Lord 
ſhall reheasſe it, when he writeth up his People. He hath a Book of all Nations, 
Families and fingle Perſons, with an account of the Time and Place they and here 
on the Earth. As likewiſe ke notes the things that they hare already done, and his 
all-knowing Spirit will bring ont the very truth of all things: Though he now keeps 
blence, yet he will reprove the ſeveral Perſons concerned herein, and ſet the things 
they have done before their Eyes: For there is no reſpe# of Perſons with Gqd 3 for as 
many 4s have ſinned without Law, ſhall alſo periſh without Law ; and as many 4s bave finned 
m the Lew, ſhall be judged by the Law, Rom. 24 11, 12. But be that doth wrong, ſhall re- 
ceive for the wroug which be hath done, and there is no reſpett of Perſons, Col- 3. 25. 

But alledge as much as you will of this, it is Scripture and Cant, and is not minded ; 
ſomay a common Thief or Murderer, or any Tranigreffor of man's Laws, for a time 
deſpiſe, and not. regard them : yet Juſtice at length will apyrehend and overcome 
him. Inlike manner, the Words and Statutes of the Lord will rake bold, Zech. 16. 
of men of every Generation and Countryzand as to each part of th:ir Life after they 
arecome to the knowledge of good and evil. Some do imagine that they (hall eſcape, 


becauſe they have the chief ofthe People, and the Multitude, and the Falhion,and the 


Courſe of the World on their fide. They have Armies and Fleets ; and ſuch an one 15 
driven away and opprefled, andiof declining Years. He may be taken captive or Kill 

ed,or his day come to dye, What then? We have to do with an Almighty and Ever- 
living God. Our ſelves and all the many 1nhabitants of the Earth, are but a parece! 
of dying Men and Women, and ſo take them altogether, notwithſtanding their number, 
they are all contemprible and of ſmall Power. And thoſe who in this time of Tryal 
will folow « Multitude to do Evil, or fide with the courſe of the Worl4 in their Tran: - 
grcifion and Unrighteouſneſs; As ſure as God hath given a Lawto mankind, and his 
Word is true, this is the ready way to be condemned with the World. Let men in the 
mean while make whattalterations they will, all is but as a company of Worms of the 
Earth, who vainly think to change Times,Laws and Ordinances; But they are all jult 
like ſo many Ants, which are a leng time bringing little Sticks and Straws together, 
Which is all ſuddenly blown away with one fingle blaſt of Wind; much leſs will it ſtand 
until, or at that day when our God ſhall come, and it ſball be very tempeſt uous round ab0us 
bim, Pſal, 50. 3- There can be no ſuch thing as a Law, unleſs it be founced on 2 
Divine Right aud Eternal Truth, _ 


Fl wu : 
'Mnd therefore it-wasa fooliſh and wicked Imagination of ſuch who know not God, 
ho Na conclude it iripertinent to bring Sexipture to manifeſt that in the late Revo» 
lation of putting down one King, and ſetting up another, the Nation of Englavd hath 
not done Righteouſneſs; for how could this be known otherwiſe than by Scriptnre,the 
higheſt Law, which God himſelf hath given to mankind of eyery Nation, Country 
and Language» Every thing isto be tryed and judged by this ſupream Rule of good 
andevil, truth and falſhood, right and wreng, . We are tobe accountable to God for 
all our A&ions, and muſt receive according to what we -have done» * It is God who 
eftabliſheth Kingdoms and Property ; and his Dominion over us is above all man's 
Government; for this is inferior,and ought only to be in ſubordination under God; from 
whom men receive authority to make National Laws, and to exerciſe their own Rule 
and Dominion : The great Law-giver hath kept this in his own Power; for his Word 
and Commandment is left for Admonition and Reproof, that the Kings and Judges of 
the Earth do only that which is juſt and lawful ; but if they do not, they are warned 
to amend, otherwiſe they will be condemned. 


God ftandeth inthe Congregation of the mighty ; be judgeth among the Gods, Plal. 82.1, - 


There is an afſertion ef his own Government over all Kings and Magiſtrates, unto 
whom he vouchſafes to give his own Nariie. And then comes in- afterwards by way 
of Reproof, - Zow long will ye judge unjuſtly, and acceyt the Perſons of the Wicked, ſelb, 
Verſ. 2- Then ſucceeds his Command, Defend the - Poor aud Fatberleſs, do Fuſtice 19 
the Aefflited and Needy ; Deliver the Poor and Needy , rid them out of the Hand of the 
Wicked, Verſ.3,4.' Andasall Scripture is profitable for Corre&ion, for InſtruRion 
in Righteouſneſs,fo in order to that, it doth take notice of what is amiſs, They know ut, 
either will They underſtand, vhey walk on in darkneſs, all the Foundations of the Earth oe 
out of courſe, verſl. 5. and throughont God's Word and Law there are direQions and 
commandsto ſet them in right order again. © But that remains in a dead letter, and it 
is not faithfully handled nor univerſally __ ; for the Priefs bave beem partial in th: 
Law, They have kept back ſome part of it, and have not made known the whole 
counſel of God unto the People : And alſo according to the marginal reading of M1. 
2. 9. They have accepted Faces, by applying it fuperficially and favourably to the 
higher ſort of People. As they have done, and do not _— to juftifie the Wicked for 
Reward, for ſome Place or preferment eicher already beftowed, or in hope and e- 
peRation to be given. And fo it comes topaſs that God's faithful Meſlengers (who 
have appeared in their ſeveral Generations as fingular)are perſecuted and proſecuted. 
Now God doth lie ſtill and hide himſelf to ſee what the Childrea of Men will do- 
Though it is the ſecret continued Prayer of his Ble& and Servants, Friſe O God, ad 
Fudge the Earth; for thou ſbalt inherit all Nations, Pſal. $2.8. Yet He will not be 
fore the appointed time. But kis Law is given in the mean while, and he doth prove 
the doings of the Children of Men. 

There hath been a long and continued controyerfie in the World throughout for 
mer Generations and in all Nations; and the ſame continues at this day, not only © 
mongt Heathens, Mahometexs, Papifts, but to our greater ſhame, even in the more 
pure reformed Churches, and at this very inftant is in the Land of our own Nativity: 
the Subſtance whereof is to this following effet : Whether the Laws of God or mal 
ſhall have the ſuperiority and take place : Whether we will do all Things accordity 
to the pattern ſhewed in kis Word : Whether his Zigbt is to be extinguiſhed, and 1 
Truth ſtifled which God would ſend out,Pſal. 42. 3. if tt ſhould reprove the Darkyeſ13 
Wickedneſs that is in Palaces and great Houſes, or manifeſt the Error of their corrv! 

ways, But mention is made, yerl. 1, of an ngedly Nation, 4nd 6 deceitful 84 # 


, A I | 
Mes. They would ungod him, if they could reach up and pull down the High & Lofiy 
One, or lead away captive (as hath been done with dumb 1dols,) the living and Al- 

mighty God ; but becauſe that is not in their Power 3 They'will do as far asis ſuffer- 
ed. They atin oppoiition to the Father of Lights, James 1.17; and do what lieth in them 
to prevent the riling of the Sus of Fighreouſneſs 3 and afterwards topout the ſhining 
thereof. When he that dwelleth between the Cherubims would ſbine forth, Pſal. $0. 1. 
They will hinder it what they can ; But God doth ſuffer it ſo far,for the next thing is, 
be will fir up bis frength,ver(.2. and then poor Creatures,who now provoke the Lord 
to Jealouſie,will find that they are not ftronger than he ; in this their ſhort time they 
will not bear that word which convinces of Sin and Unrlghteouſneſs ; But how then 
will they endure his Indignation and Puniſhment, which that was to warn them of, 
and put them in a way how they might eſcape. Fuen thy Truth O my Gd, PA" 71.22, 
is called a falſe end feigned Libel, if ig doth diſcover their own falſhood and Hypocrifie. 
And it mult $kulk about in Coraers, or be conveyed ia a ſecret place, though there is 
ſtampt upon it the Image and ſuperſcription of the Great and 1nviſible King; but they 

are feerful,Rev.21.8.to own and confeſs it before the World;far they fear the D.ſple» 

ſure of Men more then the Diſpleaſure of God. They would have God's ſervice be 

borught down to Mans purpoſes, and be ſu modelled as to be made confiftent with the 

foolilh'policy and miſapprehended welfare of a Nation. Theſe things are ftrange to 

mention,but themſelves know,that their inward Thought, Pride & Rebellion of Heart 

is, thatthough they will acknowledge with their Tongue and Lips that the Myff high 

rulerh over the K ingdoms of Men,and bis Dominion is above and over all ; yet they would 

hare it ſo far come under theirs, That if Gods Laws are contrary,and not agreeableto 

bumane conſtitutions, They muſt not be ſpoken of, Amos 7-1 3.nor laid before our Prin- 

cesand our Prieſts,ourLords and Counſellors for fear of Puniſhment,and being proſe- 

euted as one againſt the Government ; when themſeJves in this very thing are a34i1ft the 

Government of their God ; and to ſpeak or aft after thismannerzis high Trea'on agaiait 

the King of Heaven. Alas! How doa ſmall Number of Graſhoppers here vii the 

Earth think of, and would de towards the great Lord of the World? How do men 

that ſhall die, and muſt appear before him in judgment, demean themſelyes towards 

him now they are but a little while in the way ? Ariſe 0 Lord, let not man prevail, let 

the Heathen be judged in thy ſight. Put them in fear O Lord, that the Nations may know 

themſelves 20 be but men, Plal. 9. 19, 20. Again thus much is fignifed by what is 

written, He ruleth by bis Powes for ever, bis Eyes behold the Nations : I:t uot the Re- 

bellious exalt themſelves, Plal. 66. 7» He ſball ſubdue the People under us, and the N- 

tions under our Feet, Plal. 47. 3- And though the Nations be never lo angry, yet 

now is the time come that God ſhall take to himſelf Great Power and Reign. A little 

opening and appearance thereof doth now begin in this place and Nation, which will 

be likewiſe followed in the Habitable parts of the Earth. 

Fer the matter of contention is' not ſ@much between the two Kings, who are both 
Pot-ſherds of the Earth, and ſhall each of them (everally be brought down to the bars 
of the Pit, although now they have their Armies, and cauſe their Terrour in the 
Land of the Living. Ceaſe ye from man whoſe Breath is in his Noſtrils, for where- 
in is he to be accounted of ? We ought utterly to draw off from the Perſvns of each, 
and not have them in admiration, and not name them more then needs mult ; for by 
ſo doing men do forget and loſe the knowledge and fear of the Lord ; and are not [0 
ſenſible of the Glory of his Majeſty and infinite Greatneſs. - But the thing which the 
Lord doth require of our Zed is, that ſhe do not depart from and forſake his Eternal 
and immutable Rulcs of Judgment and Righteouſneſs, anf that his People be very 
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therefrom to the ris hr band or to the left, folh. 23. 6, So whatever is further command. 
e:| in the Book of Pialms, the Writings of the Prophets, and the Goſpel of Chriſt de- 
clared by the Evargelifts and Apoftizs.All things are to be done according to his reveal- 
e4 \Will,now a little before he ariſeth to ſhake terribly the Earth 3 for the Word of the 
Lord is, and all bis Works are done in truth ; He Ioveth Righteouſneſs and Fudgment, Pal, 
23.4, 5- Righteouſneſs ſhall go before him, and ſball ſet us i the way of bis Steps, Pial, 
$3a13. God's Work ought to be done ia his own preicribed method, according tg 
wht is written, which is ſo plain and eafte to be underftood, that wayfariog men, 
though Pools, {hall noterr therein, anleſs they run ovt of wiliing an {ex purpole, 
Whereas heretofore we were driobedieat, and did not all chings according to the 
Pattern thewed us; we are to acknowledge our iniquity and Tranſgrethon, and 
from henceforth for ever,we andour Children are to promi'e unto the Lord and keep 
it, to do according as he hath ſaid and commanded in hiz Word; which we ought in 
like manner to obey, as if we heard his Voice from Heaven, As we daily ray, fo 
we zre likewiſe to do (leſt we be found Mockers and Ditiembiers with God, and 
kave our portion with Hypocrites and Unbelievers) his will on Eartk., Which agaia 
is not to ve meaſured by what is ated on this ſtage of Sin and Confuſion, er publick. 
iy done in the place where 5atan's Seat and Kingdom is; but as it is clearly written 
and manifeſtly reve! ty the Word and Spirit of God, which came down from above, 
and knoweth what i: ©. will. And what is done in Heaven,the ſame is expected here, 
Ia the Mouth r three Witnelles every Word ſhall be eſtabliſhed ; and we 
have three ho'y M01 Gol, who were moved by the holy Ghoſt, and give atteita- 


tion and connrmation tothe ſame thing. He is the Rock, bis Work is parf «it, for «ll bis 


ways we Fulgment, 4 Ged of Truth, and withour Iniquity, juſt aud right iz be, Deut.32. 
4. The Works of his Hands are Ferity and Fudgment, aud all bis Commandnonts are ſure: 
They # 41d faft forever and ever, and are doxe in Truth and Uprightneſs, Vial. 111. 7, $. 
By this it appears, that our late Revolution 1s none of Gul's work, in whick he is 
well pleaſed. For / the Lord love Fudgment, I hate Rebvery for burnt-Offering ; an4 I 
will tire% their work in Truth, an4 / will make an 'Everlifting Couznint with them, 1, 
61. $. So that if People would do the work of Goil, ai. cone to lſe:tlement ani 
ſtability of Times, they muft only uſe ſuch means all along 13 are gud, true, jait and 
lawſul, an none others. Thele are to be known by Go.i's Law only ; for (as afore- 
ſaid) that is the ſupream Rule of Goo{l and Evil, Truth and Falihood, Right and 
Wrong. 

And thence it doth appear, that this Nation hath treſpz//ed againſt th:ir God, and 
have forſaken , la.58.2. and refed bis Ordinance Dy putting down that Power 
(which is allerted, Rom. 13. 1. to be of God, though it was an Heathen at the very 
time) This isa Sin and Tranſgreffion, and there is no hope to aroid the preſent 
Niſpleaſure, and eſcape the future Puniſhment of God, etherwiſe than by making 4 
Covenant with our God, and by reſtoring the King to his right ; aud benceforwral 
to tremble at the Commandment of our God, and let it be done accordiag to bis Law, 
Ezra 10. 3» Sce and conitder of wverſ. 2, 4, 10, 11. The Laws of God are to 
be fet before People, and they are to be exhorted to the Obſervance of them; 
but ſtill men have their Liberty and fall Freedom of Aﬀion. If they will not do 
ſo out cf Conſcience and Obedience to God, they may let it alone 3 Or to ſpeak 
plainly, deliberately and truly in the Gentile diale&t) coocſe and be damned, according 
to what they have done, and involved themſelves in from what is written, They thi 


reſt, ſhall receive 0 themſchees Damnation, Romy 13. 2+ It is at their own "_ = 
ang 


eouragions t# k2tf and to do all that is written in the Law of Moſes, that ye turn not afede 
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danget» The divine Promiſes and Threatojngs are to be uſed only ; but no outwar: 
force and compulſion,for the right Chriſtian Religion doth not allow of any. And kere 
isa TH_RAAY as tre as which lies exprelly againſt 
the Nation and People of England. * The Wrath of God is re- 
vealed from Heaven againſt all Unrighteouſneſs of Men,whbo beld 
#he Truth in Unrighteouſneſs, Rom. 1. 18. It is only reveal- 
edand mgde known here 3 but itis to be executed and felt in 
another Place. So though we are ia the true Reformed Re- 
ligion ; yet We are not (under the aforeſaid Penalty) to con- 
tioue and iſe any Unrighteouſaeſs towards oar King, 
who is a ber of a falfe, ſuperſtitious and corrupted to Dye ax bundred Tem- 
Church. Theu thas abborreft 14ols, doft thou commit Sacri- poral Deaths. 
ledge? Sothey ſhould not commit any Injuſtice, Wrong, 
Sin or Evil, Thou that makef# thy boaſt of the Law through breaking of the Law, Diſta- 
noureft rhou God ? far the Name of God is blaſphemed among the Gentiles through you. 
In this National Corruption there have been no leſs than five Laws of the ſecond Ta- 
ble violated, as by Diſbozoaring of #»d Diſobedienc: to Parents, Committing of Murder, 
as hath been done by Unneceſlary, unjuſt, Unnatural Wars ; Theft,bearing Falſe Witneſs, 
as by lying Stoeies,and deceiving the People with faile News, Coveting aud taking Po/- 
efion of anathers Juberitence, who was greater than Naborh, and his inferiour did it. 
A in, the ſolemn Oath hath bees deſpiſed, and the Covenant broken (whereof God alone 
wv | = hoy determine of borh ſides) and as ſure as God is (which is as evident as 
the Heavens He created and we ſee, or that he laid the Foundations of the Karth 
which we tread an) fo certainly will Ze recompence it upon their own Head. 

(ilp pl thisis prevented by true and unfeigned Repentancz, in order to which it 
is necellary not valy to be ſorry,or ſecretly to bewail, but further to-undo the Fault as 
much as it can be, And as God was diſhonoured publickly,ia like manner to regain his 
Favour, " ſhould _—_—_ acknowledge their Iniquity to their God, that they 
have t Tee againſt him by forſaking his Ordinance, deſpiſing his Oath, and 
breaking his Covenaut. To ſpeak after the manner of men, That God ſhould have 
repair for his burt Majeſty, which they have offended and deſpiſed, and alſo bave 
Gary giveg unto kim by confeffing their own ſhame ; for we muſt do as much to re- 
concile our ſelves to an God, as the Great Ones of the Earth require from 
all that diſpleaſe them. And this is the true deſign and end of Conteſfion. Thole 
Things doe in Private, may be there acknowledged ; but in other Thivgs, the ac- 
kno t ſhould be altogether as Publick as the fin was, according to Lev. 26. 
#7 «7-19» EzY& 10+ 2, 3,10, 14. Mark 1.5. Ais 19.18. And where an thing 
and the very T 


*. Which. I would 20: 
bave «gainft my own par- 
ticular Perſon for tn 
thouſand K ingaoms, or 
the greatef® Places of 
Honour end Profit, and 
I would more fear it than 
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of the Natjan, and Wi 
A mare ( rin ap Rational way, than to lead forth Armies to puſh at and gore one 
another, like a Multjude of 3 
ments of Death to knock down and butcher one another. 
in thele days of Wickedneſs and Ignorance there is fuch zrufing in the 
bildres do riſe up againff their Parents, to cauſe them tobe put to 
& it with a Faſt, and _ again after the Turkzſþ manner, conclude 
of 
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of the Righteouſneſs of their Cauſe by the Succeſs and event thereoſ; Or think to 
eſcape becauſe they fulfil the Scriptures, whereas Fudas did the ſame. But the ſame 
Word faith, It would have been good for him if he had never been born. We are not 
to be ſurpriſed or doubtful as to this ; for it was the Queſtion of old time,” Wherefore 
doth the way of the wicked Proſp:r ? wherefore are all they bappy that dedl wery treache- 
roufly ? Thou haf# plamted them,yea, they bave taken root, they grom,yea,they bring Forth fruit, 
Thou art near in th:ir Month, and far from their Reins, Jer: 124 1, 2."' So theſe were 
outward Worlhippers of God, and did make uſe of his holy Name in their Talk and 
Diſcourle, as the.manner of Hypocrites is : And they keep for a while what they obtain 
by lyingzFlatteries (Dan-1 1.21. /Dithmulation, Carnal Policy and Wiſdom; But if thefe 
were detetted, the other would not Rand ard endure. As may be gathered (let him 
that readeth, underſtand) from what is ſpoken of in the Prophet Daniel, 1t caft down 
the Truth to the Gromd and it praitiſed and proſpere4,Dan.$. 12. And then indeed Tranl. 
greſhon may prevail aad-ſpread abroad. But if Truth were not fallen in the Street, 
and Equity couldenter ; if Truth might once maintain its Ground, and Righteouſneſs 
take place ; if as ſoon as the Lord gave th: Word, great would be the compeny of thoſe that 
publiſhed is, P.al. 68.-11. - The next «immediate conſequence is, Kings of Armies did 
fhee apace, Verſe 12. - And in a little proceſs-of Tine it would be fulktled -all the 
World over ; foro, the K ings were aſſembled, they paſſed by ragether, they ſaw it, ani 
fo they marvelled; They were troubled and bated away; Fear took bold upon them there, 
and Pain as of a-Woman in Trevail,Plal. 48.4,<,6- And though now the Kings ſet them- 

telves, and the Rulers take counſel together againſt the Lurd, and againſt his anoint- 
ed; yet his fingle Word and Truth, it it had a free courſe and univerſal ſpreading, 
would ſcatter them all. - 

As af old Time, : whenthe Lord looked into the Hoſt of the Fgyptiens, through the 
Pillar of Fire and of the Cloud, he truubled the Hott of the Egyprians; fo it is now 
at this very day. « When he ſends forth a Manifeſtation of tits'YY/ord; and difptaysa 
Banmer of Truth (which is always done by ſome outward Inftrameut) it doth'cauſe 
Diſturbance in the Minds of Men,an&is thought to break their Peace, becauſe it doth 
ſomewhat interrupt: their ſecurity. and ignorance in'Sin. It doth fill cheir Souls with 
tear and duubt, and there isa worſerel(tleſneſs within than Swords and Staves do caulc 
among the multitude- 'And this is but a ſlight and tranſient fore-runner of that /- 
dignation and Wrath, Tribulation and Anguiſb,y which ſhall be, and remain upon thoſe who 
re Contentious, and-dv wot obey the Truth, but obey Unrighteouſneſs. 

Indeed ſuch may be mad, or fooliſh and inconfiderate, but theyrtan never be truly 
coaragious, unleſs they-are{tupehied, and made blind by Drunkenneſs, Pride, Unbe- 
liet, grofs Ignorance : And when this laſt a little wears off, they are furniſhed with 
jtrong Delufsons that they-ſhould believe a Lye; They receive' in falſe arid miſtake! 
Notions; or theyare ſeared by the cloſe hiddenatts of Hypocrifie. For'they cannot 
endure to confider of throughly what is commanded, - That #0 men © (of whatever 
rank or degree) go beyond and defraud bis Brother (much leſs a Father) in'#y maiter, 

; (Which extcads to a Kingdom, or Inheritance) becauſe that the Lord is the avenger 
«2 ſuch; as we bave alſo fore-warned you and teftified, t Theſ, 4; 6, now this third 
time. And they being upon the brink to appear before that God and (as we are 
here toll) ſubje@ to Evils from the World to come ;' It is a marvellous Policy and 
&citratiive miſchief fo to beguile that they fall into before they took any care to pre 
Yen,o/ w2re througly put ia mind,and truly informed hereof, It mult be barbarous, 
and a (1ding with the Deceiver of mankind, to contrive on ſet purpoſe to keep People 

'gnoxant; and as they think for the-better accompliſhment of a preſent Delignn 
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{uffer ſo many to fall into the future miſery ; ) tolet them periſh and be de tirozec 
for want of the right knowledge of things. A report and glimps of Eternay will mure 
ſtartle thin the flaſhing & noiſe of Guns, and the douvrful uncertainty of what kind of 
Endleſs Life they are jait entring upon,will cauſe great Thought and ſearching of Heart ; 
whic his more ſeaftole than Wounds and Blows to the outward Man : For it is at their 
Peril (without fooliſh -Jeſting, or meer outward Laughter, or a proud concemptuous 
Smile) if the Kings of the Barth, and the Great Men, and the Rich Men,and the C hiel” 
Capiains, and the Mighty Men ſhould not obey the Goſpel of our Lord Jeſt us'Chrilt ; 
for ſuch will hide and fear as much as they brave it out, and ſeem reſolute now. But 
if they would indeed be preſerved from the Wrath of the Lamb, they mult yield O- 
bedience unto what He hath commanded in the Goſpel. Therefore ail things whatſo- 
ever ye would that Men ſhould ds unto you, deye even ſo to them, for this is the Law and 
tbe Propbers, Mat 7.12. If it be poſſible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all 
men, Rom. 12.18. Kender therefore to all their Dues, Rom. 13. 7. All fair and ho- 
ne means ought to be uſed, firſt to prevent thoſe miſchievous effetts of Bloodſhed, 
Poverty, Sickneſs, continual Fears, which may terminate in temporal Deſolatioa 
and eternal Deſtrution. And even now theſe Wounds, and Bruiſes, and puty)fying 
Sores are lroke out, they may yet be cloſed, and bound up, and mollified with Oynt-" 
ment, inttead of the long, ſevere and deſtruttive Remedies. And if men"will ner do 
__ - _ Will of God, and of Chriſt, take' 
heed leſt rhat alſo come upon you, which is ſpoken | 
ot in the following Verſe, Tour Country is kts er rooms _ mo _ prevent 
your Cities are burnt with Fire; your Land ſtrangers ya " ore-band, than on —_ 
devour it in your preſence, end it is deſolate as 0ver- "yk. a ome upon oem, on 
thrown by Strangers, Iſa« 1 When a Fite without Remedy,that they were fore- 
. - As ie & Fre Or warned bereof by ene whom they 
Plague is begun, People do endeavour to exftin. . | 
; ; + op ſuppoſed ro be diftratted and out of 
gvilh and ftop it as ſoon as they can. ' The þj; ywits. and theyotore then th 
drawn Sword may 'be' put up in its Sheath, 'and ay; " _ oath poo 
the grievouſneſs of War might ceaſe ; and (as a- ,,, Cary __ re fo = , for . 
forclaid) Things” ſhould be done by way of jutt According to bis methods of ol, 


. doth ox purpoſe raiſe ſuch an Aſ- 
Treaty, and prudent Accomodation. perſon and Reproach on the Man 


who tells them of sheſe things, vat th: thould not believe bim; and ſo they are more tHizdly 
and ſecurely led on t0 Deftrultion. 

I am for Peace, but when I ſpeak, they are for War : They go and prepare them» 
klves accordingly. Nay, They will do purpoſely, and more violently againſt what is 
here ſaid,becaule theſe Things are laid together by a ſmall and deſpicable Perſon,whole 
Spirit God hath ſtirred and raiſed him up as an Inftument to convey forth bis Trurh 
unto Men ; for ' ſpeak nothing of my ſelf, but from bis Word only. And therefore their 
Murmuring,and Deſpiliag,and Rebellion are 4g4inft the Lord, Exod. 16,9, This ought to 
be done by [ome one, yea, and by many, But whoever had firſt appcared to cry aloud, 
and ſparenot; Lift up thy Voice like a Trumpet to ſhew the People bf England their 
[ ranſgreſſions and their Sins; The ſame Reproaches and falſe Suggeſtions would 
have been againſt them alſo. For when People have no mind to receive and obty 
the Mcilage, it is ealie to take exceptions at the Poſt or Officer who brings it. * Bur 
the all-knowing and all-wiſe God will not be trifled with, nor deceived: The Great 
King of all the Earth will find and bring out thoſe his Enemies, who wonld not bive 
bim Keign over them, but do ſpeak, 4g2inff, Numb. 12, 8, and cyil intreat the Meller- 
gers whom he bath ſent. - 
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And now to manifeſt anto-the World that Iam ſent, and to make evideet my Com. 
mifion, 1 do declare (as 1 will anſwer it before him who is appointed- Judge of the 
quick and dead) that it is contained in the twenty third Chapter of Aatthew, and the 
thirty fourth Verſe, where Chriſt promiſes to the ſeveral Generations, As 2. 39, 
Behold 1 ſend unzo you Prophets, and Wiſemen, and Scribes. And 1 do affirm according 
to Truth, without boaſting of my ſelf, that I do come under the laſt denomination 
of a Scribe. 1 may juſt obſerve, that the Prophetical Office was chiefly to reprove 
Sin and Tranſgretifion, and alſo they did fore-tell ſome future events which were not 
preſently fulfilled. The firſt hath done without Partiality and Reſpett of Per- 
ſons; andalſo ſome things have been ſpoken of, which are yet to come, Mareover, 
if there have been any Wards of Knowledge and Wiſdom delivered, let others j1dge, 
But a Scribe is ſuch an one who is in{truted in, and reaſons out of the Law; which is 
the very ſame what I have done as to Natienal Aﬀairs ; For the ſeveral things which 
I have publiſhed ts the World, are an opening, aud alledging, and reaſoning out of 
the Scriptures, the Law of the Moſt high God. 

I have beeneducated at the School of the Prophets; for I was fix Years at Mag» 
dalen Halt in Oxford, and took one degree ; I was there twice [wern the Oath of Al- 
legiance and Supremacy, And now it comes to paſs that the ſame Oath which. ſuck a 
vaſt multitude of Prieſts and People have deſpiſed, hath taken hold of me, and hath 
obliged me to att after this manner. For 1 did ſwear twice in the Reign of Charles 
the ſecond, Him and them (innuendo his Heirs and Succeflors, under which his Brother 
is compriſed) wil? 7 defend, according tothe utmoſt of my Power, Now the Weapons 
of our Warfare are not Carnal, but Spiritual, and no other ought to be uſed accord- 
ing to the right Chriſtian Religion. For theſe laſt fax Years I have been at ſeveral 
times refident in and about the City of Zondow . I was centred into the Society of the 
Middle-Temple, and obſerved the Cuſtoms of the Hoyle for ſereral ſuccefive Terns, 
and I did-for a while ftady the Statute and Common Laws of this Nation : So that I 
came all along in a regular way, and was furniſhed from the Laws of God and Man, 
to have pleaded the Cauſe of the Opprefſed King. And for my part, being allured 
only of the ProteCtion of the igviſible God,and truſting to that Promiſe, F-J; 5 Tr wth 


ſhall be thy Shield 4ayd Buckler, Pſal. 91. 4. I was aot afraid to ſpeak openly 
and boldly as I ought ts ſpeak» Though both Houſes of Parilament, by reaſon of 
contrary Praftice (as may be underſtood from Fer. 2. 26. Mark 8, 38.) were eſbam:d 
to hear juch Words 3" which would have reproved, and ſet ia order before them their 
Sin and Tranſgreſlion in the very ſame place where it was committed. And ſo they 
may ſtill, if they are willing to run the danger of ring vp to everleffing Shame and 
Contempt, and have the Son of men be aſhemed of them, when he i the Glory of 
bis Father with the holy Angels. Saith the Lord, And it ſhall come to peſs, rbat whoſocoty 
will uot bearken to my Words which he ſhall ſpeak in my Name, 1 will require it of him,Dent, 
18- 19, Now thas Prophet was Chrift, who hath conveyed down to others the ſame 
Authority and Commiſſton, #e that beereth you, bearerh me ; end be rbat deſpiſeth you, 
deſpiſeth me; and be that deſpiſeth me, deſpiſeth bim that ſewt me, Luk. 10.16, For 
ſuch would not hear Chriſt himſelf, if they had lived in the fame Generation with 
him; neither would they be perſwaded, if Chrift ſhould come once again into the 
World after the ſame manner as te did ; Bat hisnext coming is unto Judgment. = 
Peradventure, our Lords and Counſellors did go upon an Error and Deceit of their 
own Heart,and did therefore refuſe to hear the Law of thzir God ; becauſe they might 


think that if the Word was not proclaimed and ſpoken out vive wore, They might then 
more 
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more ſafely cotemn God's Word and Commaniment, and have ſuch an excuſe for ta.” 
Sin 3 not conlidering the God with whom we have'to do : Who underſtands our Th0ugh:s 
afar off, Plal. 139+ 2. and knows that themſelves only hindred, and would avot iutter 
his Word to be (poken out. For Idelivered in Printed Caſes, and alio {ent a written 
Petition to the ſame purpoſe : And when 1 could not hav< it delivered in and read, 7 
ordered my Petition to be printed and given to the Members ſererally (if perhap: 
any would meve thereon) though I knew before this was contrary to Cuſtom and 
Uſage, and therefore I wasat firſt unwilling ſo todo; but this kind of neceſlity ari4 
urgency did preſs me forward, For my part I would leave ro means undone to dif- 
charge my Conſcience fully towards God : But He kcows that 1 was directed and put 
in mind long before, That this is a rebellious People, Izing Children, Children that wit 
not bear #be Law of the Lord, Iſa. 30.9. And thereupon according to what is laid 
the foregoing Verſe, and alſo I was fhewed the ſame in the Light of Go4's Spirit, 
Now go and get it primed in 4 Book; which I accordingly did, and delivercd to the !< 
reral Members vn April 2. 1690. for which I was committed to Cuſtody (it being 
by them called a Seditious Pamphlet) and fo I remained under confinement for fuur 
Weeks, and afterwards was with great care ſent down into the Country, to be re- 
mote from London, I gave away about att hundred of thoſc Ritcht Books, and would 
have more ready if I had been permitted ; for 1 ordered a thouſand, which were more 
then ſufficient for all the Repreſentatives of the whole Nation : But however, they 
had ſufficient co notifie it unto the refidue of the Members ; and they may yet under- 
ſtand and be inſtrufted aright, that the Word (which God ſends through a contemp- 
tible earthen Veflel) ſpoken (or written, for that longer remains) 1s fedfaft, and 
every Tranſgrefion and Diſocbedience ſhall receive 4 1uf recompence of Reward. 

As they do all profeſs themſelves tobe Members of the Church of England, ſo they 
are to be advertiſed of ſomewhat out of her Liturgy in the Exhortation before the 
Communion ; Therefore if any of-you be a Blaſphemer of God, an hinderey or flanderer of 
bis /Y ord ,yepemt you of your Sins,ov elſe come not to that koly Table. But becauſe ye have 


the outward Adminiltration thereof in your Power ; and your Biſhops, Prieſts and 


Deacons are-involved in, and carried away with the ſame corruption 3 They will oe- 
vertheleſs diſpence the Holy Sacrament unto you, though ye do Kill continue in and 
prattice the ſame Sins. But yet be ye aliured and fore:varned from the truth and de- 
termination of-Gog, that notwithſtanding ye do fill partake of the uutward part ot 
bgn, yet ye will be deprived of the thing fgnified theret yy : That is, now of the true 
Grace and Spirit of God,and hereafter (to [peak io plain terms) ye will be excommu- 
nicated and ſhut out from Fieguven. And yecan no more enter there againſt his Decree 
and Will, than now ye can flye up, and of your own ftrength cauſe the Heavens to be 
opened toreceive you. God will not admit them there. who would not ſuffer him ts 
regu over them here on Earth by his Word, and the Meflengers appointed ro publiſh 
and make it known; who are neceflary for the exerciſe and adminidration of his 
Kingdom and Dominion over Men. I ſpeak to our Rulers, judge ye in your ſelves. 
How would any carthty King receive it, to have bis Ambai{adors and Officers, yea, 
an inferiour Herald or Poſte diſturbed. and interrupt 2nd ffopt in the execution of 
his buſineſs? . We are his Servants, and muſt do according to what ovr Lord and Ma- 
ſer ſends us 3 and if any Injury isgffered us, he takes it upon himſelf, and will puniſh 
according to Mak 12.4, 5,9. And if my ſelf ſhould be kiled or ſcouged, or prrſe- 
euted from place 19 place; whoſoever ſhall preſume to do it, either ſecretly or openly, 
God knows it all one, they muſt atſo take what follows, That up2n you may come all the 
Righteous Blood focd upon the Earth, Mat. 23. 35+ The greateſt Emperors, Kings, 
v5 
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ſrrates and Officers will meet with ae, , ghom Me were a3 much-boung. to + 
their reſpeftive Maſters. Great ſwelling Words, will be changed intagoleful Cries and 
Lamentations : Inſtead of domineeringand inſulting over thoſe whom they: had once 
Priſoners before them, will ſucceed trem\ling-at their prelegce ;,/ ad. ſach will be 
ftrangely abaſhed to ſee them become their Judges.” G3d will arſe and/maintaia his 
oyn Cauſe, and the boldeſt Verſecutors of thely all hall ar leagth find, #e 1has rouch- 
eth yougroucherh 1b+ Apple of bis Eye, Zech. 2.8: He. had better,run his own Finger into 
his own Eycsand bore thom out, rather.than do thote things to becaft into Hell-Fire. 
This harſh, but true expreſſion may, be further gathered from 2{et» 1h+ 6.748, 9. 
| And though it is in a le(s degree of Reproach, Slagder or Rewilings Gurles'or hard 
Speeches agaiult the Perſpn of ſuch an one ? Surely men know notz tier conlider what 
they do herein : Becaufe for thy ſak? I have born Regroach, Shame bath cov:red my Face : 
I am become a Stranger unto my Brethren, and an alient unto my Mother's Childrens. For the 
Zeal of thy Houſe buth eatin me up ; «nd the Reproacbes of them that regraached ther are 
fallen upon me, Pſal. 69. 7, $, 9.  Tolpeakagainit, vr evil of any one, 'who-doth not 
handle the Word of God deceicfully,. but by manifeſtation of the Truth, «commentisy, 
himſelf to every man's Conſciencein the ſight of God, and to recriminate -upon the 
Inftroment which conve3s it forth, becauſe the Word convinces off Sin, and of Kighte* 
ouſneſs, and of Fudgment ; This doth rf praiteſt thei = gion contrary a 
"tier Sd — ade ice, and to reply againl[t jt,is tv reply agzmf 
*The) {ot ncog, Se jet furthers God, Rom.y.29, y puter 4dr am 
up the Throne of Iniquity, and frame 1, ne OF 15.141: For ſuch are Mtvaian 
Miſchie by 2 Law: «s by Opprefing © 1, (othe thing and are ſo far from coming 
Ara alld bis Herirage if they will nor ta Repentance, and turning; ir- Jnj 
ial 2 nd uh a OB | Atance, ng/from their Jnj- 
againſt God, ani forſwear themſelves and 015% that they harden and confirm them- 
comply with tbe Error and' Corruption of ſelves yet more 1n their fiaful ways. They 
the Multirue. wilt utter bed peck bard things, and the Works 
ers of Iniquity boaſ# themſelves, Aug 94, Y ;-. Verl. 20. And theſe are the bard 
as tht ; wbic fpricn ageinft bim, 
hug ob cores IM nb ae pens of 4 
— oath ane 7**.. which: hath more or leſs aggravation, according to the 
Fo w_ / 2 -o of particular kind of + ſayings, - which were invented 
is Woras, Fer oI5.19s and prometed by the Father of Lyes;. who is ſuffered 
to refeft the Stroams of God, and doth it with'an intent and purpoſe to make them as 
Lyars, and through to derogate from God's Glory ahd Truth; that, if poſſible, 
the Word which geeth forth out of his Mouth thould return to bim void, and not ac- 
compliſh that which h $4 nor proſper in the thing whereto he ſends it : for to 
this tend the Devices a eedneſs of Satan, the adverſary of Ged's Kingdom» 

' But let thoſe who have apy, reverence or fearvf God, take heed hovy they ſpeak of 
him and bis Truth, which appears forch through his Servant: for that indeed, and not 
's much the outward Perſon, is the Thiag chiefly admired at, I aus «t 4 Whuder (inthe 
new Tranſlation it is Monſter) unto may but thou art my : "Pal. 71+ 7 
For whether we be beſades our [clves, it is $0 Feh2.For: $«1/3. imſelf had the 
imputation of Madneſs. 14 when bis Frignd's the dargpans it is Kink 
men) beard of it, they weir out 10 lay hold on-bim,, for they ſaid, i befes ' 
Mark 3.-2t- , The Scribes who underſtood alittle; more, did blaſpheme | 
Holy Ghoſt, b:c4uſe rbey ſaid, be:harh an unclean Spirin, Verſ-30, Add40 lay, 
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I 
af'ofih is at Frcbuſiaf or Fanarich, in ihe" >itn aud proper fignification is to aifirn, 
He is polleft with che Spirit of the Devil, ſuch as did refide amongit the Oractes of 
014,0t itt the HearhenTemples: And therefore though it be a gentile & taſty Word, Peo- 
ple ſhould be exceeding cautious on whom they atfix it, For we muſt expunge many 
places out of Scripture, confirmec| by Experience, if we deny the working of God's 
Spirit ih theſdays 3 but it is ſubjet.unto, and keeps within tlie bounds of his Revela- 
tio. And then if this or that Perſon ſhould have the true Spiric of God and of Chriſt, 
it would he the very ſarhe Blaſphemy, But if they have called .the Maſter'of the 
HoulE Belzebub; much *more will they call thoſe of the Houſhold, Weread azain, 
that Hirnſelf hath the ſame doubte —_—_— calt on him : And many of them ſaid, He 
bath 4 Deuil, and is mad ; why hedy ye bim? John 104-20, Tf we go back to the Old 
Teftament, we ſhall find ſomewhat to the ſame purpeſe. The young man, the Pro- 
phet, was thus filled by une of the Captainsof the Hoſt that were fitting, Wherefore 
Came this Mad fellow to thee? 2 King:g.11. A ſhort queſtion, and exatly agreeable to 
the Langage of the proud mer! of theſe days. Again, we read of one who ſent Letters 
ito all the People who afe at Feruſelem, and to Zepheniah the Son of Maſaizh the 
Prieft, and to all the Priefts to pur them in mind ; whereas they were Officers in the 
Houſe of the Lbvd for every man that is mad, and makgth bimſelf 2 Prophet ; that thou 
ſoouldft pur blm in Priſon,and im the Stocks ; Now therefore wby haſt thou not reproved |e- 
remiah of Anefborb, "which mikerb himſelf a Prophes to you ? Jer. 29, 25, 25, 27. But it 
thay be afterwards ſeen in the following Verſes what is pronounced to Shemaith the 
Nehelamite, becauſe he thus raught Rebellion rye hg Lord. Again, it is writteh), The 
Prophet.is a fool, the Spiritual Man is mad, the the multitude of thine Iniquity, and the 
great Hatred, Hoſe 9.7. Here's added the very reaſon of throwing out ſuch a'falſe 
Reproach, viz. Multitude of Iniquity and Great Hatred ; for Sin, when it is committed, 
doth leave guilt behind : And when it comes to be reproved and manifeſted, that is 
ſtirred up: And then there is Convittion, Shame, Fear and Anguiſh of Spirit ; all 
which are very troubleſome and diſquieting; and thence doth ariſe an hatred and en- 
mity againſt ſuch who do this Office.” Saith our Lord and Saviour, The YYorld haterb 
me, becauſe 1 Teftifie of it that the Yorks thereof are evil, John 7.7. But they deſerve 
more to be hated who.do the Evil, then Chrift who Teftifieth of it. Bleſſed are ye 
when Men ſball hate you, and when they ſhall ſeparate you From their Company, 4nd jb41l 
reproach you, and caft out your Name as evil, for the Son of Mans ſaks (for doing ſo,as we 
have him and them for an Example) Jn the like manner did their Fathers unto the Pro- 
phers, Luk. 66. 22. 23. Blefſed are they which are perſecuted for Righteouſneſs ſake : 
Bleſſed are ye when Men ſhall revile you, and perſecute you, and ſpall ſay all manuer of evi! 
4p4inſt you falſly for my ſake,” Mat. 5. 10, 11, for being faichful in that Miniftry to 
which he hath called us. Here it is moſt comprehenfively expreſſed, and extends un- 
to all manner of evil and falfthood, which the utmoſt wit and malice of limited'Crea- 
tures can iriyent and ſpeak forth. Andtherefore if ſuch an ene is of a ſound mind an{l 
clear uriderftanding(1 ſpeak of my ſelf, andof the Things which 1 have written touch- 
ing the King) It is a contradiQtion and abominable Lye to ſay, he is non compos Mentis ; 
But yet a malicious and falfe imputation may be caft and endeavoured to be faſtened 
0n any one» And alſo, what'is a lictle new-or unuſual, or doth ſomewhat exceed com- 
mon apprehenſion, may ſeem'to the vi1gar ſort, yea, and be called by them madneſs ; 
= thisis ſo trivial, that it is ſufficient anſwer only to take notice of ſuch an Ignorant 
umnys N 
. Iamliableto be repreſented, as, one of different Notions, becauſe of a difterent 
ſhape by reaſon of my perſonal Deformity and Lanicueſs; whereby 1 do vary fome- 


what; 
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-what from the reſt of mankind. But the Lord is the Maker of us all. And he who f+ 
{hioned me in the Womb,and took me out of my Mother's Bowels,might have ſo forms 

ed them who either kavealready, or ſhall reproach me on this wiſe. They are to re- 
member, that themſelves alſo are in the Body ſubjeR to ſickneſs from within, to Hurt 

and Caſualty from withont. I was not born & for mine own Sin, nor for my Parents, 
but that the Works of God ſhould be made manifeft. And it may be the more remems 

bred(T hope not for a Witneſs and Teltimony againftthem)that ſuch an one came dowa 

to the place of the whole Atlembly of this Nation, with the ruth which G od bad ſhewed 

anto bis Seruan,and with bis Staff an bis Hand, Gen. 92. 10, Fe had no other Weapun, 
and would not have had that, but be went #aking as did the Patriarke whoſe words 
are here made uſe of. Andthis will be a further iign and coken,that thej cannur pie» 
tend Ignorance of the man, br his buſineſs inthe day of Recapirulation of all things. 

But the gteater trangeneſs is imagined to be within me ; / have nritten the great 

#bings of thy Law, but they were counted & « ftrange thing, Hoſ.8. 12 ſaid the Prophet is 
his time 3 and within the compais of this year, rhe like imputation hath been calt up- 
on my particular Perſon, for what I have brought out of the ſame Book of >cripture. 
But to cauſe the Reproach offered by them to ceaſe,and to turn their own reproach upun them, 
Dan. 11. 18. 1 willtell any one that thinks ſo, where the ſtrangeneſs of all licth, ves 
in Mans Tranſgrefkon. Either the not obſervance of what is commanded, or doiug 
thoſe things which are contrary to the Laws of God and Truth. In Franſgrefling 
and Lying agaialt the Lord, and departing away from our God, ſpeaking oppreſſion 
and revolt, conceiving and uttering from the Heart words of fallhoo.l. By nut doing 
of Righteouſneſs, but forlaking the Ordinance of their God, noe taking, !;ced to the 
Ordinances of Juſtice. It is Mens ſtrange kind of ations, which do draw and ne 
celſitate from my Tongue and Pen what may ſeem ftrange kind of expreſſions : Forl 
do only ſpeak of them according to their very nature,and as they are done. But more 
eſpecially when the Thoughts of their Heart come to be revealed, and thoſe ſecret im- 
aginations are made known by that Word which is a diſcerner of the Thoughts and 
intents of the Heart,there mutt be yet more ſtrange kind of expreſhons, wdd paflages, 
uncouth, uncommon, they know not what to make of or term them. Tf he (houl4 
mention how they fret themſclvyes, and are apt to curſe their God and their King, It 
would paſs for an hard ſaying ; when all this is far worſe in them that do it, then in 
thoſe who only take notice thereof in order to admoniſh them to Rand in aw and in 
not. All the ſtrangeneſs is in themſelves; and accordingly the Spirit who ſearcheth 
All things and ſpeaks the very Truth, calls them Fravge Chiltren, Plal 144. 11. For 
nothing can be more ſtrange then that Man ſhould be Diſobedient to his God, that 
the Children which the Lord hath brought up ſhould rebel againſt him. But further 
they mutt be known, and alſs ſpoken forth in order to the ca ing down Imagiuatio, 
andevery high thing that exaltcth it ſelf againſt the knowledge of God, and bringing 
into captivity every Thought to the Obedience of Chriſt, When thele Imaginations 
and Thoughts are clearly and truly brought out to publick view ; they quite fall to 
the Ground, and never riſe again. 

] appeal to any one who knows Truth, and can apprebend common ſence that in 
the ſeveral things I have pnblithed to the World, 1 have all along delivered my ſelfin 
plain, common,obrious, familiar ant! intelligible Expreſſions. I have ſpoken ſorth the 

Words of Truth and Soberneſs ; though it is bard to expreſs the mad and fooliſh Ati 
ons of mankind to the very Life and Reality, and not to be reputed {6 ones ſelf. All 
thoſe that fear God, ,and thoſe that hays known his Teftimonics, Val. 119. 79. cal alſo 
inJge of theſe things. And though what 1have more lately done, in oppolingen 
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_ {ron mage of this-prefent fine, hath met with Strife and'Cotention, 

ormieſr and defpifong, alliinds'of Reproach/and- contrary Uſage ; yer the Reaſon of all 
xs, decanſe People trons, Ord to wan obey the "Fruth, but obey Unyidhreouſniſs, Rom. 
2.3, They have made void Gotl's aw, 1fal.1 19. 126. and his Commandtnents of none ef- 
fett : the Law is ſlathed, and Pridymens Hoth never go Forth ; for the Wicked doth com- 
þ1/s «bour the Righteous, therefore wroup Fudgment proceederh, Hab. 11 4. For they have (itt 
deed afted contrary to whatthe Law commanids and requires. Nevertheleſs, -all -kaowing 
People may Ong of whatever 1 have here fait, or inthe two fore-going Treatiſes con- 
ceraing our Great National Sin and "Tranfgreffion, by this certain ani irifallible Rule of the 
Prophet, THAT WE MIGHT TURN FROM OUR INJQUITIES, AND "UNDER: 
STAND THY TRUTH, Dan. 9.13: Then it will appear unto thenras clear and evident, 
a the moſt plain and fimple prepoſition now doth. "If People will not do this, 'but go on 
fill with a decefveableneſs of Onrighreoufneſs, there is no Remedy, but they ſhall periſh, Be- 
etyſe they received not rhe love of rhe Truth, that they might be ſaved; and (far this cauſe God 
bull ſend them ftrong "G7 ws that rhey ſhould believe & Lye Thet they: all, might be. damned, 
who believed nor the Truth, but bad' Pletſnre in Unrighreouſneſs, 2 Theſe 2. 10,1 1,.12. All 
which Worth 'are obſervable, md very terrible. | 

Tounfold the Myfery of Þniquity a littte, and fomewhat to lay open the working of Satan . 
with all deceioeableſs of Unrightrouſneſs, It will be neceflary to obſerye with-what kind of 
words he tempted onr Pareiit in the firft Tranſgreſfion ; He doth ſabtilly Infinuate as if 
there (ſhall be no Danger : and he doth make a ſhew of more Goednefsand convenieney; and 
bath altatovg, and doth yet continually ſet himfelfagainft God's ways, to keep up the miſt 
of Tgnorance'and Unbelief, to hold people in their Perptexity and Confuſion of Diſobedi- 
ence and Trangreffion ; and he doth nfe all means to hinder men from coming to'Repen- 
tance, and 'the Knowledge of the Trath. 'And as God would accompliſh that by right Words, 
ſohe doth endeavour to imitare in like things, by tempting Mankmil 'to do after their own 
Thoughts, "and after the Imaginations of their own 'Evil and Corrupt Heart : 'And alſo his Em- 
niflariexgo abonr ſubverting people with falſe, corrupt and deceitful Words, - which (to the 
Diſhonour of God,and of Chriſt Jare,and may be pualiſhed with Zicence and Huthorirty. But 
the Inhabitants of his Earth are aſhemed, or afrai# to own andreceive the Trath of him, who- 
s Lord and'Governour of the World, who fiſleth all Placer and all Things with his preſence. 
Foor Creatures ! Tour Hour, Luk. 22.753. Will quickiybeatan end, andthe Power of Derk- 
ws will. be ſuddenly gone off ; ant then ye ſhall Temember and diſcern, which Matter it 
mas better to'have ferred, God or the World: 

As the Zſen.of Sin doth ſa mightily beatoff People fromthe Scriptares, becanſe his own 
Ways and Corruption are fo much condemned 'therein. So doothers at this day forthe 
very ſame'Reaſon, put an. gpprobrious term upon the Language of. the holy Ghoft :- or it is* 
not -ſo. gentile and faſhionable, nor agreeable with the Humour of the Pge. 
out for impertinent and fooliſh ;' yea, thereare an hundred kind 'of Surnitles,” and lrke Tay=" 
iggs, whereby th: Word of the Zord is made 4 Reproach tome, and a Derifien daily, -Jer./20. 8. 
They rej&tt and will have none of it. 'But-ywhat faith the anfiver of God mto them'? Hear” 
0 Eerth, Bebold 1 will bring Evit on this People, even the Frait of their ty becauſe 
they bave not bearkpned 10 my Words, nor to my Law, butrejetted it, [Jer: 6. 19, Alt theirother 
Religion is vain ; their Wotſhijp and Devotions to-no purpoſe, for itdoth' not pleaſe.God. 
To whut purpbſe cometh there to-me Incenſe from Sheba, 'end the ſmeer came from afar Connrry ? 
Tour burm-Qfferings are not arceptable, nor your Jacifices ſmeet  unro me, Verſ, 2b.- He that 
turzeth away bis'Exr from- beating the Law, even bis Prayer ſhall be abomination, Prov. 2%. g. 
Fren at this day, and in this Nation 3 The Wiſe Mew are themed, they are diſmayed and taken ; 
Lo, they baye rejefied the Word of the Lord, = wha Wiſdom is inthem? Jer. $8.9, It _ 
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hs.Nonſence, and a Lye to ſay, if one heard a Lawyer cite ſeveral expreſs Atts of Pang, 
ment, according ta the very Sence, and the plaia and common Underhanding of the lame 
Words, yet ſuch an one did not argye to the Purpoſe; far all is forreign and impertinent 
belides what js thence alledged, And ſo our Great Law-makers and Counſellors are very 
fond of their'own Conftitutions, to do all things exaftly accarging ta the form and direftion 
thereof; But they dig not attend, how in the late Revolution, they did at once ftrike at all 
the Statute and common Laws of this Kingdom, which are faid to be veited in Serinio Regis; 
and alſo they did unhinge thoſe very Laws, . which do give,and adjuſt to themſelves their 
own reſpetive Honours and Eſtates, and eſtabliſh Property ; And therefgre they ſhould dg 
well to lift the right Door again upon the - Hinges, This is Truth, though it may ſeema 
kind of Human Reaſoning ; but yet doth ſhew how Fudgment is turned away backward, ani 
uftice ftandeth afar off, and Equity cannot enter. | bl 
If our - * Proud Men think + 9-99 too = to be Subjefts and Servants unto Gad, yet, 
whether they will or not, they are his Creatares : He is Kiaj 
gn m_ Holy Gholt ,F Kings, and Lord of Lards, ;Thero is no remaving the Go 
hear, tior pive Bare” Yer vernment oft from.his Shgulgers, nor getting, themlclves, fro 
- 5 4 ,v** ynderit; as may, and hath keen done to the Son of Man, - And 
JJ» $4- - whoſoever are {g.ſtout as not to mind Scripturg, God's r2:yeal 
ed Law, are at this time Tranſgreflors againſt the ſame, and (hall he .at, the Ja gay cov 
demned by it. This would be alike ſenſtble,.if we had the fame ,knowledge of þjm that 
. inviſcble, and conſideration of Futurity, as we have now regard to our Kings and Gorer- 
nours after the Eleſh, and take care for the preſent time ; fur (as before intimated) the 
Law of our God js written, in a Bogk, and may in like manner be underſtogd as the Law, 
Cuſtoms and Manners of this or that Country we live in, 
There. are-many Words in-the World, and. nane of them is without Signification ; for 
.. they have reſpet unto Things and what expreſſes things as they are, the very Nature 
and Connexion of them toget er, That is Truth, Now becauſe many of them are hidden, 
afar off, unſeen, and not heard, it is the office of Reaſon to ſcarch them out, and tori 
them near by Probability and Witnefles, So there may be many Words, and a long court 
- of Reaſoning to bring out one angle Truth, And $þen eppotite to Truth and Realan, art 
\Falſhgqgd and Imagination, We may evidently perceive that all things are Gods, and that 
his Word is perfeQ} and true, for that ſpeaks of every thing according £0. its Nature (eithe! 
Jn expres Words or juſt Conſequence, though this js many times hjdden,aud not diſceraable 
which belong to mankind, from the greatgf to the leaſt, except what may be known foo 
our ſelves, and the moſt common obleryation, So all is but. yaia aqd deceitful Words,wfid 
donot ſpring vp, nor-may be gathered from this graund of Truth, This is left as a Ras 
-Jng Rule totry-the Doftrines whether they be of men or no, And we may fyrther knov 
Truth by the Underſtanding which is given us;. for Truth (if it be clearly apprehendet 
- - hath a full canvitionorer the Heart and Canſcience, Notwithitanging the ſhifts and trick 
the diſputing and ety 1 ging, yet there,dpth remain a firm. perſwalion in the mind wh 
cannot be got aff, , When the Spirit of the wigd [uggell to the man, Tbiz{s the yery Tr 
It is exceeding dangerous t9 reſiſt or do deſſate rg thats . to be ſtubbarn againſt or def 
It, to forget, or be. willingly [gnorant, | a eareet | | 
And hence we may learn to take a judgment and eſtimation of the Wiſdem of men's Wit 
fine Flouriſhes, ſmooth Language, gr of notional unnecefſiry things, whicti may delight 
liztle, but periſh in the Reading : thepe isnothing mare in theoi, and it is all blawn' 
6: Chaff: But ware eſpecially we are to take heed: of tho! Semis of the Phariſees (8 
Lliey ming!e amyogh, and thereby corrupt the Bread '6f Life) vit., their ſeygral 
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ofi* Gloſſes, Difinfions, and their own Hhroentions human 
Fxpyſriope. need -Teodigions, - Many. ignorant People give more. .\* 6. Df Sheclock's 
regard tg the -4 a and Sayings of ſuch-a Rebbi-or Teacher," Cafe of Allegiance, &c., 
ery |. thanto what Chrj#, the Prophers and  dpoſPles ſpeak, or even *** 29 ab the modern 
oa what God bimlelf ſpeaketh by. them. Indeed there was at firſt ©9945 41d Pamphlets are 
all rained s Peculiar, and diſtin8t Office of Mento turn Pecple 4: wide up whalty of chem. 
up my from Iniquity, Mal. 2. 6. and to turn them to Righteouſn:ſs, Dan. 12. 3+ But inſteas 
heir thercof, They ffrengthen the Hands of Evil-doers, x 2 pat return Sw bis Wickedneſs, 
ids I Jcri-23. 14+ , Andeicher conceal, or flatter them in Unrighteouſneſs; and ſinooth them up 
m4 in the committing of thoſe things, of which God hath aid, The Soul that ſoeneth, it hal! dye, 
an Breck. 18..4» FA hey are rather- Mex-pleaſers (and yet that is a ſad way. of pleafing men, to 
lead chem þligdly on to eternal: Miſery) then the Serverts of Chri#;. for as he taxed the 
yet, W Pbaxiſecs of, old time, ſo do-theſe now reje# the Commandment of God, that they may keep 
Xing WI 10 favour with the chief Princes of this Nation. For Moſes ſaid, Hononr thy Farber and thy 
Mother 3 nd whoſaever curſeth Father or Morber, let bim dye the Death, Mark 7+ 19, 11, 1, 
fron WW 13+ But ye will excuſe, and vindicate, and juttific, if the Children ſhall nor only take 
Ani i awaythe Right and Inheritance of the Father, but after. they have taken Volleſſion, they 
veal proceed to, Ki and Murd-r; as carrying on-unjuſt Wars, is intentional Murder all along, 
(of And this, bs that they may be profitced, though the outward pretence is for the Proteſtant Relte 
hats WW gion againft Popery z Whercas if it were really fo, yet if ye had a right knowledge of the 
over- i Glery and Work of the Lord ; The One is not to be advanced, nor the .other carried on 
) the WF by finful means; Notwithſtanding the Aſociatien amongt the Confederate Princes, which 
a" WF hall be broken, It is a wrong and contrary Method, to buil4 up Zion with Blood, and 
Jrulalem with Inzquity, Micah. 3+ 10, But our Priefts and Prophets,du not exhort them tov 
; fo' WW do Right and Equity to their Father, Making the Ward of God of none eff through your ow? 
ature WY Z 511085, which ye bave delivered ; and many ſuch like things do ye. 
rod is my Witneſs, whom I ſerve in the Goſpel of his Son, and as 1 hope for any Mercy 
dri at bis Hands, 1.do here declare, That what I kave already, and Jo now herein, is alſo ou! 
curry of a greater Zeal and Emulation for the Truth and Excellency of the pure Reſormer Reti. 
6/013 which at this day lies under much Scandal and Reproach by faliritcation of a Oat: 
2nd manifelt Unrighteouſneſls, This Zeal of mine is according to Knowledge, and the core 
tain direQion of 's written Werd, both of the Old and New Teſtament. For we are 
pat ta.wſe\Qppreſſen, nor exerciſe Robbery, nor oppreſs the Stranger wrongfully, T 25%. 22. 29. 
bp tg *pc. .1 will be « (wift Witneſs againſt falſe Smearers, and againſt 110/: that 0p 
"us the Fatherleſs, and. thas. turn afide the Stranger from bis Right, Mal, 3-4. Ve oug. 
tq give - no occalion that the Way. of Truth be evil ſpoken of: We are to have our 
ptr ma mo amongſt the Gents, and to walk as the __ of God with» 
Recompence i8 u0 man Evil for Evil: Be not overcome of Evil, but overcome 
4 Goa, Rome 12+ 17+ 21. as ſuch is the deſign of the Law and the Prophets, Chrif 
$Hpofles. IF. our Ways and cur.Doings are contrary, God ſces it, and it diſpleies 
LINES 8. ». Hnd He. ſaw that there was 19 man, and he wondred that reve 
our. + 19,16, - Strange! that in a whole Nation and Genterativn, 
| 16 many. whe profeſs themſelves to be his Amballadors, Miniſters aud Ser 
very few or none at all, but one Lame from his Mother's Wom>, ſhould Pard 
andonly.for the Cauſe and Zone of God. But yet ſome one or more thou!4 
th publickly te teſtifie againſt .this National Sin and Corruption. What | have 
'done hetein,; was toclear 8 great point, which is to maniſeft the Moſt Perfeci Ho- 
lineſs and' Upri htneſs 0 God, who doth not allow 0 de Evil that Good cy 
come, As' God is Righteous in all his Ways, and holy in all. his Works ; ſo according to bis 
certain promiſe, But Fudgment ſball return unto Righteouſneſs, and al the Upright is Heart Pati 
fillew it, Plal, 94+ 15+ o 
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Riied followers of Mabovier, thin'or Moſes v b for-theſe wwete 7 
Houſe ; "ButtheY, \ccortiing'totire Fmpoſters Morine will i) a'yhing 
ag? Fe Tiinetiate Detivefance'feht- by Gog; -the ineans: ( 
pals) ate - againſt; his'expreſs Word ani{ written Reveltiesoh.- Belt 
ail the Law, khow. riot God ? Thall this dffiſhifh from 'the Ri 60d, 
or.take away frbm the Purity and Uprjghtneſsof his Eaw'? 3 966, her God be tne, 
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for there is a'real Truth ard Signification in the 
* + Tis J6ould' be conſidered of 'by Words, * Bleſſed are they thar keep Fadgment,- and He 
thoſe who «re Convitted intheir own thi t6% Righteonfueſrarall times, Pal. 166.3. Ab 
C onſciences of the Wrong, but they wil though at this preſent ſhort time, Fhere #5 one event 
not Repent nor confeſs their Erronr o- to the RirFt*our end t0'the Wicked, to bimrfbar 
penly before Men, til they ſee ſome one 'r be "this fetverb tr Oath; Yet "itil be -certainy 
or more examples before them, "and tht better with thidſe who have continnettwhote ant? Red- 
do watch. ſecretly to Obſerve bow tbe "faſbinthe'Covenanit of 'Their God,: and ave: proſer- 
courſe of the World will tiirn. veita good Confience fnall't + Sv it will be 
feen and experienced, whenvf th ; andevery * day 
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et belongeth unto God. Alſo unto thee, O Lord, belengeth Mercy ; for thou rendreſt 6 every 
Man according to bis YYork, Pal. $2.8, 9, 10, 11. 

God hath wiſely eſtabliſhed things for a Life of Tryal, and an Obedience of Faith, and 
toexerciſe our Truſt in him. He hath given us the Law and the Teſt imony, and the Light 
that is in them, to diſcern and know Good and Evil, Truth andfFalſhood, Right and Wrong, 
Subſtance and Vaaity. And the Salvation which we expe& from oar God, ſhould always 
keep us in that ſtedfaſt purpoſe of mind, as not to commit any deliberate Sin, nor tv con- 
tizue in any known Tranſgrefſion, nor to praftice Hypocrifie, nor to l:ave Duty uadune 
for to accompliſh preſent things- 1f men did not talk of it as a Word of Courle, but do 
teally deſtre to get to Heaven (asnow they ſee the outfide, and chey muſt certainly go of 
from this Earth} then they muſt not do thoſe things which lea4 a contrary way, as that 
Word (which reveals the inviſtble things within, and-the necefiary means to obtain) doth 
expreſly declare. It is no jeſting matter, but rather a ſad ſign that the Curſe of God, whicia 
isa fore-runner of his puniſhment, is fallen upon people when they «4d Iniquity to their Int= 
qrity, 4nd nos come into thy Righteouſneſs, Plal. 69. 27. For the next thing which ſucceeds, 
15t0 be blorred out of the Book of the living, #nd not be written with the Righteous, Verl. 28. 
which is to have their Names ftruck out of the Court-Roll of Heaven, and that is ten thou» 
fand times worſe than to loſe their Lives, Liberties and Eftates. Thoſe who aſpire after 
Greatneſs, abhorring contempt and low things, will meet with intollerable vexation, if 
they ſhould be reje&ed fromthe Great Things of Gods Kingdom. And how can they bear 
it tobe ranked among thofe of whom it is written, They ſhall go forth, az 105k, upon the 
Carkgſes of the Men that have tranſgreſſed againft Me : for their Worm foal not dye, neither ſpall 
their Fire be qutnebed, and they ſhall be an abberring unto all Fleſb, 1a. 66. 24. 

And whereas it is now ſurmiſed, our pure Reformed Religionis more dear then all preſent 
things, and that would be endangered ; It is here deliberately and adviledly affirmed, That 
the Dotrines and Pratices of theſe corrupt Times are more dang-rous and prejnticial to Soulr, 
than all the Errors and Superfbitions of Popery : for that ſame Word (which inſtructs in che 


#4) of Salvation, and makes known what is the pure end undefiled Religion before God) duik 


ſpeak much more againit Perjury, Lying, Unrighteouſneſs, Diſubedience to Parents, Ru- 


'Fenge, falſe Accuſation, Hypocrific and an Z#ypocritical Nation, and ſuch like, then it duth 


againſt 1dolatry, Superſtition and falſe Worſhip. But the Will of God is, (which we mutt 
alſodo, if we-would he ſaved) that we abftain from them all. Thou declareit upon Oath 
that the Pope cannot depoſe Heretical Princes, and that neither b:, nor any Perſon whatioever,” 
bath Power to abſolve thee of this Oath, or any part thereof ; Hut what if God ſhould jalge 
that Proteſtant Lay-men cannot abſolve ſubjetts from their Oath and Allegiance to a Popith 
King ? In Truth, neither can one do it, nor yet the o:ker. The ſame God, why'come* 
wands that we keep from-1dolsy doth likewiſe enjoyn that we do no wrong,and that we ab/ ain 
from all «pprarance of evil. It is both folly and Wickedneſs to run from one unlawful ex- 
tream to another; and God will ſhew and manifeſt that there is no neceſſity to proceed from 
evil to evil, and they know not me, ſaith the Eord, Jer. 9. 3+ | » 

It is impertinent and irkſome to explain things ſ@ very particularly 3 but people are dull 
of apprehenſion : fears and jealouſtes are' endleſs: and more eſpecially a conicivuinels of 
gvilt and wrong is not eafily ſatisfied, for it hopes to have this excule for their Sm, a ſur- 
miſe of Danger, and they venture upon theſe doubtful rhings to make more ſure againit it : 
for ſo they call ſuch things which are as evidently a breach of the Law, as Adutery and þor- 
nication are againſt the ſeventh Coaumanduyent; and are more certainly Sins, then Drunken 
nels is one, as themſelves may knew, for compare their Aftions with the Law, and their awn 
Thoughts will accuſe them It is juſt like him, who robbeth bis F ather or his Mother, and ſaith 
it ia ao Tran(grefion, Prov, 28+ 24« When the Soul hath departed from the Law of ag” 
| T (3 gh, 


' (ee) 

High, {be ſceks out for this or that Imagination to pacifie (but it cannotſatisfie) the grumbs. 
lings within at this preſent time ; and which ſhe vainly and faiſly hopes will- ſave barmleg 
as to the future, + Om —_— the Decerveableneſs of Unrightconſneſs, frong Ds 
tuſioxs, and human Allegations; Yet God's Glory is not,nor can be advancedby ſinful meany, 
For, The juſt Lord is in be midſt of us, be will notdo Imiquiny, Zeph. 3- 5, and we ought to 
ſuffer himſelf according to his Gracious Promiſe to dire owr Work (if we lincerely intend it 
for him, or otherwiſe it is damnable Hypecrifie) i ' Truth, Ia. 61.8. Hf we wouldindeed 
ride Proſperouſly, 1t muſt-be becauſe of Trumb, and Meckneſs and Righteouſneſes For wholo. 
ever doth the Work of the Lard, muſt doit only. in the Good-and right way, which him. 
ſelf doth dire& all along, and chalk out in his Word. And this doth ftridly forbid all 
manner of Sin and falſhood. They alſo ds no Iniquity, they w4lk-in bis ways; Thy Ward is 
wery pure, Plal. 119-3. and ver, 140. Serftifie thers through thy Truth, thy Word-is Truth, 
Joha 17. 17. neither isthe lealt evil to bedone for the beſt end. Will ye ſpeck wickedly for 
God, and talk deceitfully for bim? Job 137. and tothe ſame purpoſe is Hom 3. 7, 8. 

. Here I have not {o much te do with the clamours of the Maltizude; but I ought to give 
an account to the Szints thet are on the Earth, and the true Servants and , Worlhippers of 
God ; whocan better underſtand andjudge of theſe things, But ye knew that every Scribe 
jaftruted inthe Kingdom of God, if ke would be faithfud- in 4} bir Houſe, ought to (peak 
out all is commanded and made known from the whole Scripture according to Deus. 18. 1% 
et 27. 26. Pſah. 18: 22. Fer. 26. 2. Mat.28.20. amndfſo ye ought to receive and give attet- 
dance unto all God's Word, and to 4imixiſb nothing,nor loſe eught of it. And then, Lf ye mark 
diligently what is here,and all along ſaid, ye will ſee that I ſpeak not theſe things as a man, 
but both Law end Goſpel ſay the ſame. 1 ſpeak nothing of my ſelf, nor do Tule meer Hy- 
man Arguments, but 7 make mention of Ged's Righteouſneſs, even of thine only, Plal. 71+ 16, 
And therefore I do uſe (according to that diſdainful cerm of Reproach) ſuch a farrego of 
Scriptures, hodge- podge, as they are tagged together. IF the ſame imputation is eadev- 
vaurcd to be faltc ed on me; as was on thoſe Fer 20. 7, Mat: 27. 63. 2 Cov. 6.3. My at 
ſwer is the ſame; fui 1 ſneak all along out of the Word of Truth, and make uſe of the 4- 
mour of Righteouſneſs on 1vc right Hand, and on the left. 

Do not blame ime, bu: let the Prophet Ezekiel ariſe forth and anſwer for himſelf, as one 
that would bring in Heatheniſm, and deftroy the true Worſhip of God ; . for what he ſaith 
ſo emphatical in his leventeeath Chapter, on behalf of the King of Babylon, according to 
human apprehenſion, but in Truth he ſpeaks for the Oath and Covenant of God. In verl.15- 
the matter of fat is recited particularly. But Herebelled againſt bim in ſending bis Ambaſſador: 
imo kgypt, thet they might give bim Horſes and mhch People (which may-in like manner be ap- 
Plyed by one who knows the exatt ſeries of the affairs of our Time) and three Queltions 
are asked in ſhort, which imply a ſtrong Negative, as it is accordingly fell out ; (0 that 
whey did not proſper, nor yet eſcape who did ſuch things, nor were they delivered. There ws 
ſome mean time between the Prophets ſpeaking this, and it being accompliſhed. Nay, 0 
mow accuſe him neitker, left your-Murmyrings are againſt the Spirit of God which ſpake 

y him : Who for farther 1ljuftration and Confirmation of this point doth in ſeveral othe! 
places ſpeaking expreſly againſt a falſe Oath: And there was not to be any breach or abl- 
Intion from it, for outward conveniency or temporal advantage ; as in caſe of the Gibeouies, 


Fepthes Yow, and what may be gathered from Fudges 21. 5. 7. concerning the Tribe 


Ephraim. 

"and then further, let People take heed ofgrovoking God to Anger, by limiting he bv) 
One of 1ſrael, asif Deliverance was begun already, and muſt be accompliſhed by ſuch 4 
In{trument only ; for herein they ſpeak without the Book of the Lord; why, what faith 
that? Wilt mt tbou, © God, mhich bat caft usoff? Aud thou, © God, which didf w_ 
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ſtruQion to others;to aflign the very reaſon how ſuc 


(Cao) 
anwith oxy Armies? Glue us belp from Trouble, for vein is the 
hiyef man, * Pak. 60. 10, 11. And fo likewiſe fatſe and * This Pſahn wes whes 

tour fear7 or if it were true and reaſonable, yet vefw Joab' recurned and ſmote of: 
ir the Oppoſitiowof fun. For if things were done (as they in- Edom in- the valley of Salt 
deed ought) only: according to the Principtes of Reftitution ewelve thouſand * Aud it max 
and Juſtice, the exatt Rules of Righteouſneſs nnd Wiſdem, be truly epplyed notwithffuend- 
purely out of Obedience to God and the Word of his Grace, ing the Slaughter at 1he Rives 
we ſhould be all ſafe under the Divine Providence and Prote- , or the Deffrufiion 
Qion ; ſo thatwe may be bold 10 do- Righteous things, and truft made. For Gol 
our God with the event of all, Pal. 4.5. This is better and doth forſeke, and is nar in 
more ſafe than to venture upon evil and unlawfyl means, and them when bis Creaaures-K it 
ſs ſubje&> themſelves to preſent confuſion and future Puniſh- ove another. 
ment; for if ſuch'en one is reſtored to his civil Right, he may 
ſte the Work ef the Lord, how Fudgment is returned to Righteonfurſs ; and hereby he may be 
over to the pure and uncorrupt Religion ; to which he may be the ſooner won over 
by the honeft dealing of the true and fincore Members thereaf, Bat if his Heart be to 4. 
Miſchief, Dan«. 21. 27. and to praftiſe Revenge and Cruelty, there is a God above, who 
anodes his nankdom and methods of old may ſuffer his People for a while to be minifbed 
aud broug hs ion and Sorrow : He poureth comempt upon Princes, 
jet ſetters he the poor on high from afftifion, Pal. 107; 39, 40, 41, It is ſaid in the plural 
aumber, and he may ſo over-rule it by aclear ordaining Providence purſuant to his reveaicd 
Word, The Land ſball be ferſehen of both ber K ings, 112, 7.16. And then alſo will this be 
found true, ſe rhas we our ſelves glory in you inthe Church: s of God, for your Patience and Faith 
in all your Perſecntions and Tribulations that ye endure, which is « manifeſt token of the Righteous 
God, that ye may be accorned worthy of the Kingdom of God, for which je dſo 
ſuffer ; ſeerny it is & Righteous thing with God to recompence Tribulation to them that trouble you, 
2 Theſ. 1+ 4,536. ſo that admitting it ſhould be thus, Here is the Faith and Patience of the 
Saints, thatthey will rather chooſe afflition, than to commit Sin ; and they will not refrain 
from doing Kighteous Things, though they did know and were aſſured it would bring ſuf- 
fering on them 3 for ſach indeed, and none elſe will be accounted Worthy of the K ingdom 
God for which they ſuffer. But if Men will truſt to the methods of their own Wiſdom, ti 
they are run out, and themſelvesare confounded and bafled : And will either before or af- 


| terward$s uſe ſome unlawful Means to preſerve themſcires from, or get out of Perſecution, 


God will to do 4 marvellons Work emonyf bis Peopt:, even « marvellous Work, and 4 
Wonder On of theſe wiſe Men ſball Periſb, and they ſhall juftly ſuffer «5 Evil-doers 
Then they will wiſh had done otherwiſe when it is too late 3 for ſuch Repentance is 


the ſame with that of Fades and Eſau, and the damned in He!!; who when they come to be 
I _ of what they have loft, and are to ſuffer, then only they would bave other- 
ile; when before they were proved the ſame thing, but did it not. 
It would be- looked upon as vain Arrogancy and Proud Boaſting, if 1 ſhould repeat at 


length _—_— is written and afferted thrice, Pſel. 119. 98, 99,190 Yet it isthank- 


giver to ſpeak out and acknowledge the ſamz,and allo it isa benefit and in- 
oh one came to that Wiſdom & Under- 


ſanding, And likewiſe great heed is to be taken all along that this is confin'd within the bounds 

of $ Law. I am doubtful whether I ſhall not Tranſgreſs my Commiſſion to inſert one 
Human ſaying, Inter deliris ſenum et prejudicia juvenum cadit Reſpublica; but ſumetimes we 
are allowed to ſpeak the words of Man's Wiſdom & common obſeryation. And notwithſtand- 
mg the nn prejudice and diſdain, which may ariſe againſt me becaoſe of my Touth, 
Lim 412 & 


eeming forwardagſs, i Same17.28,29, & other diſadvantages, Fceleſ. g.1 5,1 n 


( 24) 
Iwlll add this yet further,& do here take Liberep to make a publick and folemnProteſtationz 
That according to the Grace and Knowledge God ſhall be pleaſed te continue and Farther 
endue me Withal, / will as ſoon fand in the gap to prevent the coming in and overflowing of Po- 
pery, with my Life, Liberty,«nd younger Brothers Portion; «x now 1 expoſe rhem «ll againſt fl. 
hood and wnrightcouſneſs» 1! at: any time (cither now or hereafter) I ſhould recede and 
draw back from this deliberate Reſolutionof mine here made, then let me be made an ob- 
| of the utmolt fury of the Mulnitude. E would undergo all Azvillees Torments and 
gquictly ſubmit to the moſt-crucl and lingering death that ever yet man endured fance the 
World began, This is here publiſhed and recurded to ſtand againſt and be exccuted upon 
mey and that it may be done with me according to mine own words. | 
) . Jam: as it were necelhtated: to uſe this confidence of Boaſting; for it hath been ſurmiſed 
"inſt me as if I plead for Beat ani his falle Worſhippers ; that I have diſplayed a banner 
for Antichriſt in this Kingdom, and that 1 amr a Miniſter of Satan transformed into a Mini- 
Ker of Rightoouſneſs ; which laſt is mere ſuppoſed of me, becauſe I do diſcover our Iniquiy 
to turn away our Captivity, Lam. 2. 14. ſee the whole Verſe,and that other threatning mani- 
feſted under the Goſpel. And alſo in order to tarn away Iniquity from Facob, it is necellary 
to lay open the full aggravationand/infulneſs of Sin, and alſoty cite the Scriptures ; but for 
going theſe things I am thought to be like him that accaſes our Bretbren bejore God day and 
night, . But thea thischarge mult alſafall upon Flies, Row-11+2, 3... and the Prophers, Chrif 
aad the ApofJes,. and all faithful Teachers down ever fince, and at this day ; for they accord- 
ing to their Duty and Office did tht very ſame.” We cannot inforgy God of any thing, ner 
make the Sins of Men-known unto him, nor recorded before him,: for he knows much more 
himſelf. The- Sin of |udah 4s written with « Pen of Iron, and Graven with a point of « 
Diamond, though no mortal Man did in the lealt ſpeak or write thereof. But our 
God commands that they be ſhewed- and told thereof, in order to which it is necch 
ſary to do both. We have no way to convince ef Sin and turn unto Righteouſneſs, but by 
the Scriptures ;. And when the Devil quotes them, as we read that once he did, he leaves 
out the material Words,. To keep thee in all thy Ways, which is in Pſalm 91. 11+ but quite 
emitted ſat. 4.6, and in Luke 4. 10. To keep thee is added, but the laft- Words are again 
omitted. So that the Allegation is the more ſubtle and fallacious.. But our Lord did con- 
front Scripture to Scripture-; and let this be ſhewed and done by my Adverfaries, and not 
think it ſutficient barely to objett the ſame againſt me. Let the Learned, but Unfuble of 
our days, ſhew where the Scriptures have been any where wrefted; for there have been 
cited thoſe places which are eaſfic to be underſtood, according to the plain and common fig- 
nification. But when there is a Comment added to hinder from coming into the way of 
Righteouſneſs, then this Imputation will truly fall back upon themſetves, as Ged will judge 
and determine at lait ; though now they jufifie themſelves before Aden, and have the faſhion 
and multitude on their fide. If Satan deth once cite Scripture, not in generals,- or by 
balfs, but particularly and fully to turn People from Iniquity, unto pep ogy then 
He doth riſe up againſt himſelf, and is divided: He cannot ftand and bath ax end. And if 
. my (elf have dene that to the ſeveral Orders and Degrees in Men, and under al 
(as I can think of) the principal Heads of Good and Evil, as may- be ſeen in the Bock 
of Pappineſs, KC. to which 1 have prefixed my Name; thea it niay be judged whe 
ther 1 am a true Miniſter of Righteonfneſs; though by the Impoſitiens and Reſtraints 
of Men, I amas yet debarred from the publick and outward Admiaiftration of that Office 
d : reaſon of contradittry Oaths, & to me doubtful Subſcriptions. And if my ſelf have wrete 
againſt Popery morechan my Equals, as may be ſeen in the above-cited Book, page 75, 120, 
121, 160, 190, 212, 243, 253, 411, 4S0, 461, 462, 487, 5$6, 618,691, 700. And yet al 
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2 Papi, then alſo Popery is divided g4inft it ſelf, and that hath an end, and 66:39! fad 
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-fha!! never be able to-do any thing to advance the Cauſe, but ſujet my ſelf to preſens 


"ſhame and eternal confuſion. If] do once ſpeak or att contradiftry to mine own printed words 
in the leaſt conſiderable inſtance, then I am a Lysr, Deceiver, falſe Prophet, Traytor, beady 
. and high-minded, and then I may be jultly and ſafely proceeded again as ſich. 

-That Bogk pras-indeed compiled in the lats King's Reign, but came out of the Prels after 
his depature, And there is one ſingle page therein, vize the bundref x34 ſecond ; which 
iFh# had beenipur it. mind of, andthrougly obſerved, the Truth contained therein would have 
preſerved him. in bis Throne to this dey, and the enemies of our RATE Religion had got no ad- 
vantage oyer.ut. Ard alſo that Sin, Difurbexce, Confuſion, the bloody aud doubrful cyents of 
. War might þeve beev prevented, which we have been fince involved in. 

IF 1 haye Tpokea the Truth, jt ought to. be believed and received; if Iamall along 
conſorigne and agreeable to my ſelf (which others may examine as ſtritly as they will) then 
iris Trurh, And if my ooly drift and defign is to teach tranſgrefidrs thy Ways; and that 
Sinners may be converted unts God, then 8be Truth of God is come nnto you. Though accord- 
ing to the Divine Method it may ſpring upat firſt from an obſcure prelz, and compiler, and 

' remain for ſome time hidden and concealed from the World ; for People are 4ſbamed of ſuch 


. Words ju au. adulterous and ſinful Genergtien; and they hate the. Light, neither.come they to 

. the Light 1ſt their deeds thould be reproved, The Light ſhineth in Darkxeſe, and the Park- 

” + ny oha 1, 5. It doth not ſee and perceive, and: allo1 
in 


, js frajd aid 
| creat, Thougtrit isnot yetdiſcorned, nor throughly underſtood, yet mort is there 
delivered concerning the de of God, .and of bis. Lew, andof the Things pertaining 18 
bis Kingdom, then 1s to be found in any of the Books or Sermons of-aur cqmmon Minitters 


nd Teachers. But mine js fri and was carefully compiled from the Word .and Spiris of 


Frach;.and therefore it hath not met with that general acceptation which thoſe haye had,who 
haye ſpoken ſmootb 7hings and propheſced Dectits. . Others have been Parti] in the Law, 
Aa. 1 "M. | cyeral Things far, fear of Perſecution or Tribulation for the 
Words ſakg.; (Older would oot diſpleaſe the Hearer or Reader., But here is the 

| en.oat without fear or Reſpett of Perſons, and without favour of or ſiding 


| Ah any. Sear Party ; for if / yer. pJedſed Men, 1 ſhould not be-the Servant of Chrift, And 


ile what the ſame” Apoltle fore-told of, is this day fulfilled, The Time is #ow come when they 


' pill, not endure ſound Dotrine. For theſe and ſuck like Reaſons only, Even thy Truth, O my 


Cop + 


| Ca 
Ti frequented its publick Worſhip as, I have had opportuaity, and do at. leaſt thrice in 
we, Fan receive the Holy Sacrament, according to the appointed Ifftjcution, I have bceea 


Untnſel ee 3ea and not received. See P/al. 118, 22.. 1/4.60s 15. Fobn 


22 Satan bad 
ay. Lifetime kept conftagt, Communion with the Church of England, and have 


- Ulo ſome- times, fince the Eftabliſhed Liberty at the Congregations of Proteſtant Diflen- 


ters; aqd herein Ido. purſuant to the ſaying and Will of Chri#, Mat. "18. 20, Joha 11+ 
52+, AN 2210 it is according to that Trath Manifeſted in the fifth Chapter of my 
afore-cited Beok tnder the head of different communions. But 1 did never in the leaſt joya 
with the Popiſh nay vf Worltip, nor-did ever .fo tuck as ee it ; which 1 have had the cu- 

to-jnglige-me fo far; but I thoughteven that ta,a'Þg fin and unlawful, becauſe 
-uttetly refrain. * 1 dodehire 


"7 


geavaur after a Greater degree of Purity aud Reformation even in our efta- 

ed Chatch;for it ſhould be yet more freed from the Ordinexces and Commandments of men. 

2b 1 dg withal conſider that the Reforer of Paths to dwek in, 112. 53. 12. is only to take 
away that rubbi{h and corruption (whuch hath ſo long laid in them) that they may be 
mooth, right and plajn as they were at firſt, and they are to remain the very ſame, for 
mee coitic up again tothe od Ons ves is the good wdy, Jets 6. 16. The Wall is in 
art 26 a herd | __ 
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"Blood be in. bis. ſoght Plat. 52.13, 14. Wheteas 
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| LEO Spirit of God doth take notice of ſich thitigs, dt by be 


Yo wiſe to: be removed, nor yet the Foundations altered, but the v7d wife places tre t5%y: 
builded, and they are to be-raiſed ap,and the breach is '20 be yepatred ; and all i$to SINE 
If thewery ſine place. . 
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Staturh;by which: ke is to, 
» pectin Gor, mio dd en 
» > forgavey, Fer. 36+ 3- and Pardon them., Andit remains RiN the ſame in*the purpoſe and 


ay Rds 
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fo the Kings-2n $, A 

gm es the Lorlk dur God, ad aq ccording t0 all bis Latos and Stetites. 1f they do not, - 
- 4 - F, . . Y 

. tor the tinie'Urawy/ yeat,” when He will fulfil his Word, for the Nation and K inglom that 


" pill not ſerve thee jb40 Per thoſe Nations fl be urterly wifed,. 16a. 05. 12." 

... The Lord execureth: | went for all that arc ofpreſſed, Plal.- 103. 6, Flow 
| keetiooa for aiafiy ate c d throughout their Life, and dye ſos” Burt it isto be 
L ood fromthe words s He made. known bis wiys unto Moſes, Verſ. 7, He 


.. do.it teely bog! i0gly,. we. his Servants haye na more toſay, but we leave it to God hi 

| ſeifto en, Full aud execurs,his Word. They may'delicve and-tretable that the ſame 

. Altugaty Who ſpake t 
- | yr 


1005, will alſo girc ence, And 7 will priniſb the World for 
ther Abd the Wicked ir Iniquity 3 «nd 1 will cauſe the Avtagancy of the Proud to 
$e4ſes. il Tay low the Z ines of the Terrible, 1, 13+11. which laſt hath been al- 

 Feady fu io foes gain; Lenerations, and chere i a fearful expeRtation of the other. 
The life doth Hifte kerrrer "and determined: upva the preſent Generation, un- 
; els che y agyee with their Adverſary quickly whilſt they are now in the way... Conlider of 


. «ſeriouſly; Had ye rabtrie tn your Sins, and wterly Periſt' in your awn corrigption, then be 
. old thereof} and be pit in 4 win bow ye may eſcape ? No 
., ſelves, for-now ye are nearerto Death and} Immortality than ever ye were yet ; and lo ye 


wit 1$ high time to look about your 


appruach nearer from Day to Day, tillone drop away after anvther ints the fliture ſtate. 


And then do appear forth We Fig contaja in'Scriptire (out of which I have ſpoken all 
; along) aud are manifeſted to onc Yr / 


ACits,- all one as the Things we now here in 
n'Go 1C: | ; -" God will take care that what he hath ſaid, 
ſhall come to paſs,” And thole who, are now fo four and diſdainful to value his Words as 
a empty ſogad, of a dead imp. nt Letter which may be laid aſide, and net minded, 


and ſuppole there is not much- mete io it'than waſte Paper with ſome impreſſions of Ink : 
Or'if* it is quick; and l,* and ſberper then any-rwo-edged Sword; then out of the Spirit 

.»; of oppotttiqn and revenge, -or through abundant Convittion, Fear and Anguiſh of Spirit, 

thatt oy gone ques ta, Hearior Read it, then they may do as Febadj did, Jer. 36. 23» 
wt #6 mzrd 4 


Pen-Kinife or caft it 3nto the Fire, or ſome other way cmbezil and Joſe: it; fich: 


v4 | 9.4% i | 

.', People.may at length fad and be fenſible of an hideous Iamentation in themſelves, atid thar 
=  becoms 2 Fes of Dea a Death ; As the words in a Statute-Book Jo now<caule 
*ſ ſeveral-to lald | 


cr Liberty, Life or Member, and other wayes of puniltiment<- and 
that -afore-mentioried is as fy a device, .as for a ilty offender to tear the Record or 

Judged, for this doth only argue 3 greater contempt and pro- 
his Word to bring them to Repentance;\that he might 


and Book of the Lord. : From Scripture, dll that ir" tralf* infarred, will be in 


. Whe megner fulfilled, Letthere go abeut never ſo many like Elyma? the Sorcerer to defeat. 


whiat is here (aid; or a Fenner and Fambres of vid time : So de:tobttzay now reef the Trieh, 
3 Tim, 3. $.. or diſregard it, Rill that remains : And howeverin themean white Riffed oe 
prevaricated 3 nevertheleſs it will riſe up at the Judgment” bf the 'great Day. Whether 
they will hear qr forbear, whether they will cead.. ox-noc;: theſe Words are laid before the 
People of this Nation, that they might: haye tvriied® from Iniquity utito Righteouſneſs : 
And not in Hypocrifag or gutward {hew ; but ig fiacerity and Truth ſech their God daily, and 
delight r0 know bis Wayes, The 


Pf, RE 28) 
The Compiler"s Defence for himſuf... 


And now metliinks I bear” the whiſker r and ſecret Counſel of thoſe, which.may ariſe 


yet l:igher, and it ſhall be Jane in a ſolemn Judiciary eeding, Amy with this turbalext 
Fellow, is is not fir be ſhould Tive;; for he dath exceedingly difquiet this Nation ; we will 

ſend him away before to prove whether the Words, he hath here laid together, be true; 
or elſe do it according to the ſubtlety of the old Serpent jn the Turkjug places of the, Village, 
and Myrder phe Inxotert Ls ſecret Places, or þyadmjnificing ſome deadly thing, for this wil 
'not wake much iidiſe, and we ſhall be thus" happily"ri.of one, "who dath' and will continue 

to Torment the Inhabitants of the Earth ; and” therefore onig way, ar ahother, let bim'be 
Slain, $2 Paget opal ot Led truer Fay: 

Ye may indeed Kill my 'Boly," bat 38 eginot Kill me; 'for there is an” inniare div), Reſur- 
veftion of hr Dead: and ira Fyuilgment.” , If as ſhould be : which Gol forbid, ao it 
may be ſuppoſed, for the like hath been fulfilled in ur Brethren, who were Slain for the 
Word of God, 4nd for the Tf imony which they beld, Rev. 6. g.) yet 1. ſtall ſee again, and 
_ meetwith my \urdeters,and inthe mean time I ſhall be with the Souls under the Altar,who 

cry ante the L8rd 18 judge and tients ont Blood on them" rhat 43b218 on tbe Barth: Whith though 
. Hebear of, He will ceratnlyoic 0 ropether, thw Ruſt they pow live out thei 
appointed Tirtie, and dye" as ther Mett, - Bat, thefater way is fo fhre-warn you MM of thele 
things- © Heer my Poict, O Gd, in my Projer;” Preſerot my Life from fear of the! Exemy © bile 
-. me from the ſecret counſe] of the Wicked, tnd from the Inſurreftton of the Workers of Taiquit) : fo 
I have hegrd'the "Slander of 'many ; Fear war on every ſide, whils they togh counſel together # 
g4inf# me, * deviſed tp take The Eife, *;But yet with all their ſecrefte, violence and cov 
* ulcations, ey cannot” d0it it. that'ptace/arid/after that" manger, where God nlay not ſecit 
and know it. * And the :vkd WHI find it out'when he ket Inquiſition for *Blood, this 
and that mari was pitt to-Deat after owed on mul the Hands of ſuch Perſons, and for 
ſuch a cauſe. | Gods, (etis nie a2 i Mtehger ro Bis Mats 16 Ac vaint them of theif Vie- 
lation of his Laws, and to telftifie again thehn, to thr ehem to od atid *Righteoaſnes: 
And I put them in mind tolive wy < his Government, and to obey his Laws for the future: 
But for doing of this they ſeek to Killmie. Help me,” 0 Lord my Ged t .O ſave me according 
#0 thy Mevcy, that they ray brow thit this is thy Hanll: That thou Lord beft done it. 

If they _fhould ſend me befbre, there is nofalling of me back again, and fo no Reſtits 
tion ; nar, yet Will the Crocoltilys to afterwards walti away che guilt of my Blood; The 
building ye Tombs of the Prophets, ail gavniſhng the Sepalchrer of the Righteous will not make 
2n'Attonetient for the'Sin of killing thew:” 'Antt' 'morebyer; It will be bot a very ſmall ad- 
vantage and ſhort reſpite; for 'yourSprrits atſo'in 'a little time will fly aut ons after a06- 
ther. And ir they up {x jmpaciear wo —_ camot endure a fingle Troubler of 1j16, 
how then will ye endure tg Perr &<t with'the whole any of Propbers Apoſtles, who welt 
. the very lame'totheu"Ageand Contitty, wha off dh q | Ce ao yourſelves 

- look Chriſt in the Face (the Freat Preacheri Righteonftels)/3f ye thoyld offend one of thi 
"©, litt}e Ones that belongs'to' him? "And-procegd'in the ſattie manner” as thoſe did, who Sw 
” bin. did banged bim on 4" Tre#, ' Flow will ye anſwer 'it before God the Jodge of all ?' And 

excule yeur ſelyes to the Spirirs of 'Fuft Men made perfe# ®” Who theh Wilt be withont pa'- 
tiality and reſpett of Perſons: Who will hot in theleaft Sxvour of what belongs unto Men, ad 
alſo have a right knowledge of beth ſnles; ' the want whereof doth himger the Saints # 
Earth from giving a righteous judgment.” But yet further, your own {elf.conviftion, %h 

is now Rifled, ſhall break forth ; And Four 'OF'w. thovghts which nvy a latle accuſe joy 
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-ſhall appear fully out, and get the Dominion (as before did the Thoughts of Iniquity) arid 
{lyll recoil upon your ſelves, 

This know, and be aflured of inthe mean while, that the Perſecuting Spirit is the work 
of the Dragon, who hath ſo long made War with them which keep the Commandments of Gol, 
Rey. 12. 17+, and Perſecution or Proſecution of his Servants (even at its firſt begianing, to 
the laft wicked a&&) doth ariſe and continue for want of the true knowledge of God ; as 
isevident from theſe following places of his Word. For Strangers are riſen ny 4gainft me, 
ad Oppreſſors ſeek, after my Soul ; They have not ſet God before them, Plal. 54. 3. 0 God, the 
Proud are riſen againſt me, and ve. Lfemblics of Vidlem Men beve ſought after my Soul, and 
beve nos ſes thee before them, Pal. $6. 14, They ſoall not hurt nor deftroy in all my Holy Moun- 
rin. Why ſs? For the: Zarth foall be full of the Knowledge of the Lord, 4s the Waters cover 
the Seg, 1a, 11. 9. They ſhall put you ous of the Synagogues ; yes, the Time cometh that who- 
ſoever. kilketh you, will _ be doth God ſervice And theſe things will they ds unto you, 
becauſe they bave uot known the Farber nor me, John 16..2, 3» Which noxe of the Princes of this 
FYorld knew; for had they known it, they would not bave crucified the Lord of Glory, 1 Cor. 
2,8, He prayed for his Murderers, Father forgive them, for they know not what they do, 
Luk, 23. 34+ . But xow men have ns ſuch excuſe for their Sin ; neither will God hear, nor 
are we allowed to .pray but according to Truth. Paul gives the Reaſon why he who vas 
a Perſecutor, obtained Mercy, Becauſe I did it ignorantly, 14 in unbelicf, 1 Tim. 1. 13. which 
implies the contrary, if it had been knowingly done. And here again, to be willingly igno- 
rent, and to make bafte to ſbed Innocent Blood, Iſa. 59+ 7. becauſe they hope to have this ex- 
cuſe for their Sin ; This is to ſeek deep rs bide their Counſel from the Lord, Ia. 29. 15. Shall 
wt God ſearch this out? for be knoweth the Secrets of the Heart, Plal..44. 21, Or whatever 
pretence or vindication they may have before-the world, can they conceal from his Eyes, 
before whom all things are nakgd and opened with whom -we heve to de, Heb. 4.13. and are 
tobe judged by him only. For it is a ſmall thing, or nothing to be accountable one to ano- 
ther. But it isa further degree of Sin and Iniquity, and will bring on greater Guilt and 
Condemnation, when People are not only centented not to obey the Laws and Truth of the 
Moſt high God, . but alſo as their Fathers did to the Prophets, Perſecute and Kjll ſuch who 
are appointed to make it known : And all thoſe who are even now for filling up the meaſure 
of therr Fathers ; Have they not ſo much X'nowledge and. Reaſon ty refiett for their own 
ſafety? Do ye not think,it would hare been better for them if they had not rouck?d4 God's Pro- 
phets, aud done bis Anointed no harm? The anointing, which 1 bawe recerurd of Eim, abideth is 
Me: the ſame anointing teacherh Me of theſe Things, and is Truth. 

My Authority and .Commitſon for doing theſe things, is (as aforeſaid) from the 234 
Chapter of Matthew, and Verſe 34. And allo what 1 can make evident from the 14th 
Chapter of Fobs, and 17th Verſe, Even the Spirit of Truth; which by ſome is hard ts be 
rightly apprehended, for the ſame Reaſon as the World canner receive bim, becauſs it ſeets 

hm not, But yet they may conceive thus much, What is that commen lecce and reaton 
which is within themſelves ? May it be felt or ſeen? And is it net only to be Underttood ? 
That Diſcourſe andinferring of one thing from another, is in order to bring out ſomething 
that is Truth, The pure afts-of the mind may give a:Light and glimmering to caturas 
and reaſonable Sopls, that there are higher and Spiritual things, which (hail ſhortly be 
revealed befare us with open Face, as theſe low and Earthly things are, arrong which we 
how dwell ; 1 ſpeak unto wiſe Men, Judge ye of what I ſay. The Truth which 1 ſpeak, the 
is my Commiſſion. And though it is not ſeen, yet it may be ſenlibly felt and evidentiy per 
ceived withja vour own Cenſciences. 7 will put my Words in bis Afouth, Devt. 13. 18. Br- 
bold I beve put my Werds in bis Mouth, Jer. 1+ 9» aid ſuch Words only ac a £094 and 
ufficieng Conmilligg of themſelves. 


Goe 


(30) | 
God hath been pleaſed to try many of his Servants even unto'Beath, to ſee what they 
will endure for him; and to let the wickednels of Men gb on, that He may behold what 


they will do againſt bim. Far my part 1 know not what-or whenys determined with me; 


but 1 truſt on that God who gave me and all mankind Life and Breath.” Though my Faith 
may 2 little doubt, it.will not. altogether fail, if I ftould be conformed to the Example of 


Ctrift or 1ſaiab, to whom that particular Phraſ& was, Bebold my Servant whom [uphold, 11. 
42, 1, . Yet both of them fell by the Hands of wicked Men. I have hid the application of. 


ſome Promiies, which. encouraged me to this great Work ; but yet if I ſhapld be cutoff 
in che. midit ef ay. dayes,\1 do believe and am aflured (for 1 utterly renoufice the Perſons 
of Men, that ſeeing the thing: ly. Governmens aud Peace which nwlt be laid on'an Holy, Righ. 
teous, True and laſting Foundation to bring in Chrift's Kingdom) aud it's to Order it and 
ro Eftabliſh it, with Fudgment and with Fufticey. from bencefdrth even forever; The Zeal of the 


Lerd of Hofts will-perform this; 1a..9.7, Now God doth inſpire that into.,the Hearts of 


his Servants: And Zeal is an aQtirve Principle which will (till reach forth where it can ap- 
prehend any thing-more, until it. be firmly 'and. throughly Eftablifhed, Ze fogh not fail, nor 
be diſcouraged till. be , bave ſet Fudgment in #he Earth, 1a. 42. 4+ That is the thing we £0 
upon only. And here iſone {imple weak and unworthy Inftrament ſhould de Ropt and 
hindred, or ſhut up and killed ; 1 nothing*queltion, but as the Zord ſpike thus to me with « 


firong Hand, . and inffruted me.tbat 1 ſboul1 not walk i4 the way of this People 3 ſolikewile he 


will {tir up the Hearts of more; for one may be an kundred, and to ten may ſucceed a thou- 


fand, who will in like manner fully accompliſh what is here imperfetly begun, for / 4 


#nly ſpeak; out the Thoughts of-#houſanis, and what the Conſcience of. all* (even mine Eneryies 
| being Judges) doth ſent unto. And. though others by realon of 

* Which. is « more mild Unbelief and Diftruſt, fear and the diftates of fleſhly wiſdom 
Phraſe then what the Pro- are,1ſa.56. 10. * quies and ſtil]; (o thatas inthe dayes of Flias, 


phes there expreſſes «at 1duappear alone, Rom- 11+ 3, and they account mea Fool or. 


length. a Mad-man betauſe 7 know whom 1 beve believed;. 1canſtayon 

| my" God as to the prelent, and diſcern his Promiſes as to the 
future. 7 will go in the Strength of the Lord God. 71 will make mention of thy Righteouſneſs, 
even of thine only, Vſal. 71.16. And I do here affirta, that if 1 were not hindred by the 
Devil and his viſible Inſtruments, who have already twice ceft me into Priſon that 1 might 
be tryed,. Rev. 2.10» God knows only what may be done yet further as to mine own Per- 


ſon ; He can csft my Perlecutors into Zell that they may be Puniſhed a much more longer 
time, thenthey can affiet or Impriſon me here on Earth ; but Itruſt, as he fits above; and, 


3s the Almighty God, K ing of - all Kings, and Governour of all things, whoſe Power no Cre&- 
zare is able to reſſ®; So he will over-rule all, and manifeſt that he is tronger aud will 
prevail. And then if his Word hath free Utterance and Paflage, it will do yet more than 
Armies an. Fleets, Natienal Laws and meer humane Conſtitutions: For it will Zebube 
the Company of Spear-men and ſcatter the People that delight in War, and break their cords 
2nd ſnap their bands aſunder. And the ſame Spirit may be again revived, who through 
Feith ſubdued Kingdoms, wrought Righteouſneſs, obtained Promiſes, f#opped the Monte 
Lyons, Heb. 11.33. It is obſervable how the Holy Ghoſt exprefleth it here, and al 
Pſal. 15.2. Iſa. 32.17. Ads 10.34. by the phraſe of working Righteouſneſs, for that im- 
plies Labour, difficulty and ſucceftion of time. It muſt be worked out, and way mage, # 
we2 uſe to lay ia common ſpeaking. | 

And though the Enemy, who Jets, may here again ſarmiſe, that this is a troubleſome 
Spirit, which muſt be taken off in the beginning and utterly extinguiſhed. before it fpreads 
too far; for at this rate we {hall never have any Peace; or Quiet'; Yet let them know, 
that bere We Hearben do rage, and the People imagine & vain thing, as Quite $0 ſvppreli is, - 


(31) 

they think falſly that it will put things out of order. Be till and know that there is a Gold 
tove, who will continue to ſend out his Light and bis Truth, till it over-ſpreads and prevails 
grer the Face of the whole Earth. And whoever in the mean while ſhail endeavour to 
quench and ſtifle it, this is dire& walking contrary, Lev. 26.21. and friving with their 
Maker. And it (hall be at length upon them as &« conſuming Fire to devour its Adverſarics, 
ard they ſhall find it is bard to kick, againſt the Pricks. The more they oppoſe Truth, it 
will trike deeper, and wound, and lay them ina greater condemnation. All the Worl{ 
auſt be ſubje& unto God. If People do not provoke him to Anger, be will do you no burs. 

,25+ 6. He is not a terrour to fingle Perſons, Families or Nations, unleſs they do that 
which is evil, and tranſgreſs his Laws; and then by further Reſtleſneſs and Provocatior, 
they draw a much greater ſeverity of his threataings and puniſhment on themſelves. Wilt 
thou not be afraid of the Government of God over the World, as he doth exerciſe the 
ame by the /#ill Yoice of his Word and Spirit? Do that which is good and Righteous, 
then thou ſhalt have the approbation of our God at the preſent time, to which ſucceeds an 
Kernal Reward. All People (High and Low, Rich and Poor, or whoever they be) had 
tetter be Obedient: and Submiſhve under this Almighty Power, who frterb K ing for ever, 
Pſa. 29. 10. For they might live as contentedly un- 
ter higa as Subjetts under the moſt * Zamwfid 7 Excel * Both which Words in ConjunTi- 
ln Prince ; Children under the moft loving, juſt on are Obſervable; for commonly, 
and wiſe Father 3 and Servants under the belt of Ma- Thoſe which have no juft Right, do 
ters. Whereas if People be never ſo impatient, and Govers Well and Speciouſly ; and-; 
to to a:1d fro, it is to no purpoſe, but to gaul them- again, Thoſe who have a real right 
elves yet more, Only beve a good mind towards God ; do not Govern ſo well as they ſh9:l : 
2d (hew your (elves accordingly to his Ambaſladors, The Reaſon whercof is Obvious. 
who come with the Word of his Truth; for no other 
intent and purpoſe, but that there might be Glory 10 God inthe high:ff, on Exrth Teace, Goed- 
villgowards men, Luk. 2.14. Then Fudgement ſhall dwell in the Wil lerneſs, and Righteou|ne's 
remain in the fruitful Fieli, And the work of Righteouſneſs ſhall be Peace, and the effect of 
ighteouſneſs quietneſs and aſſurance forever. An1 my People ſhall dwell in 4 yeaceable Habi- 
tsion, and in ſurs Dwellings, ard in quiet Reft ing Places, Ila. 32.16, 17, 13» 


POSISCRIPT. 


Et the Blefling of God deſcend and reſt upon thoſe Men and Women, 
F who fhall be Inftramental towards the Reprinting and further Pub- 
lihing of this 7e/#:mony of Trath: but let none add unto,nor diminiſh, nor 
ater any Thing without my Knowledge and Aſlent. 


Richard Stafford, a Scribe, according to the Promiſe and ſending of 
Jeſus Chriſt. 


The Lord geve the Word, great was the Company of thoſe that Pnbliſhed it, Pals 68. 11, 
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return uno Rightecouſueſs, and all the Upright in brart 


1-94-15. - 
x. O- ſave me according to thy Mercy, That 


fs nm, Tina: 0 that thou Lord haſt dane ity, Plat, 209 <oY 


Ea fear thee, turn unto Me, and rhoſe that have knonithy Ja 
. Teftimeniers. Plal, 119. 79. 1 
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N the followin ng Bo Book, - enclualed, A clear Apo amy, Ss 
Jjuft Defente of _ Scffod for Finuſelf, &c. 
is not-2ny thing in the ſame contained, thar is contra- 
ry to the Chriftien Faith, or againſt theState and Govern- 
ment of this Realm, according a$ it 1s expreſſed and intend- 
ed in St. 13, et14. Car..2.'Cap. 33. which had reſpett to 
the —_— of the late Times, and was madeto provide 
againft the ſame for the future ; and is manifeſt by the very 
Words of the Preample of the ſaid AQt.. And fo the afore- 
frid Book is « Licen Book, actording to the true purport 
and,meaning of this Statute: Al 1 the Principal Jecre- 
tery of State, or any other of his. appointment;. the' Arch. 
Bibop of Canterbury, the Biſbop of London, or any of their 
Chaplains will not certific the ne: Becauſe they fear the: 
ſure of Men; more than the Diſpleaſure ef. God.. 


"A + Preface etin unuſual and impertintnt before an Apology ;, But 
A * ge eo je advertiſe the Reader ſomewhat Far Wars when 
| be comes to ſee Juck' ſerious Truth applied ſo «xceeding cloſe and foreec- 
| ably, Hebe frighted quite that he Cannot endare to ſee what is bere 
- Publiſhed. And there will ariſe « ſecret Prejudice why I ſhould not ſech, 
one Things: and. Soft Words as de others ;, but the Land is ; 
- Rot able te bear all theſe ds.. Why then doth the Land a& and 
commit ſuch Things, which ars here ſpoken of with more Peace and Genrts- 
neſs rhas they are done ? Indecd | am naturally averſe from tormenting 
4 the Mirids of Men; andalſo 1 do underſtand what becomes Education, 
Civility and Cuſftom of the world,as de others.” But it being iny Daty and 
| 3 (aveording te the Grace and Knewledge miruſted-with me ) t1o"4Wyyich 
endeavenr to turn People from * Iniquity unto Rightenaſneſt, 1 o1ghr: (or lignifies 
erherwiſe 1 am not faithful in my Office) ro-uſe the moſt cogertt Arguraenes, = _ 


and ts preſt them with the utmoſt force and power which'l c4zr; The 
red, prick fornerd Fi Nails 


Words of the Wiſe are as goad 
faſtened by the Maſter of Allemblies ; ſo whoever doth $0} drive the 
Nail of Exhort ation home to the very bead, and faften it ar' much as be 
can on every fide, He dath the Work of the Lord deccitfully. J 
It is groſs Innorance and fooliſh Imagination to be ſhip bined at Words ; 
for they do expreſs Things which heve been, or arr now tranſatting and 
paſſing on, or fhall be hereafter 5 andtheſe (net the bate Pifture and vj- 
ſible Repreſentation of them) we ſhould indeed fear and endeavour to avoid, 
We think it better and more ſafe to read of a pitcht Battel, a bloody Sea 
fight, « conſuming Fire, Plagne, or ſuch hke, than to be in the midſt 
thereof ;, yea, We wonldl willingly know — and be ſhewed the way bow 
we may keep out, eſcape and prevent ſuch evil things : So likgwiſe, every one 
doth defire ro hear and knew of Geo4 Things, and how themſelues 
obtain and partaks thereof. It is the ſame, yea, more Danger and Loſt 
tobe willingly Ignorant of what 5s contained in the Word of God. © For 4 
us ſure a1 things were at firſt mais, are new upheld,. bave their begin: ing | 
and end, increaſe and decreaſe, any every T bing « accor ding to its Nas 
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T3 the Reader... 
. Sure and Kind, and moves 4", gy wemow ſee with aur bodily E 02, 
we look upon, and our Hand: ' | un. wrap ons, 0 the 
ſame Word will be to every tittle ſulfilled, 4: we are merned ang forctold 
of. But the Heavens and the Earth, which are now;-by-the ſame 
Word are kept in ſtore, reſervedunto Fire againi®the Day-of Judg- 
ment; .and Perdition roy ye 2 Pet. FI It i the worſt 
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zben indeed theix Eyes are \ "that they Rot. Is 
here 4ccore to Chrift®s obs ond Pipdten * thife they. which ſte 
({ -not, mi 'S pe they which As, Inns 
Poor ma People a diſcern "he 5f 19 bidder from the 
Wiſeand Predent whom it not c eds + Tn the litter days-they (hell 
confden-it perfetly,. When for Deſpiſiny will bt Aymiſy wad jad\Re- 
fletion ; for Stubbor uneſs, Pain and Miſery. 
Whatever kind of reception theſe Words Watt mts with iwwebe world, 
T ey Apology Jo them # their own' Truthcati COINS: 
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A Clear A'P OLOGY and Tuft Defence of 
Rithar# Stafford for Himſelf, ec. 


px He Word Apology.i0 cdinmon approhenfiin, ſeemists preſuppoſe fault or in- 
feriority 3* and doth-bften come by way of Excuſe,” mitigation! or begging 
Pardon. Whereasthe Cotrpiler of theſe following; Lines, is ngt conſci- 
ous ta:himlelf of any Crime or Offence he hath done.to his owh Nation, 
And alſo as he ſtands jw the fank vf Creatures, he will not wedge ſo much of 
the other, as the-Pride of | Mai, and - Arvogancy of Tongues would" imagine and ſpeak 
torth; Y | : 6 
But to get outTrom the'Perplexity and Labyrinth of Fords and Perſons, come Wy 
Things; and we would nootherwiſe cohfider the Ryeral Thoughts, Words and Atti- 
ons of mankind, but/with relation to them. d we cannot as God knows ; 
for —_ may take the morua_erhy Po — theie aſſerted = - wed pr 
Lord "Heaven j He : s of Men, from the place of bis Hd- 
bitation be ry upon 41 tbe Inhabitants of the Earth, He faſbionesb their Gi alike < 
He tonſidererb all rBtff Works, Pal, 33+ 13, 14, 15+. r Good of Evil, t6 Re-, 
ward or Puniſh : ig 20 every Man accordiny Ways, whoſe Heart thou biow- 
eft ; for thou, ever tbo only hnoweſt the Hearts of all the Children of Men, 1 Kings 8, 
This is the alone Preragurive of God 5 for He knoweth all, . ings, and ſcarcheth 
Heart, chat not the leaft Thing carr de hid or concealed fromhim., Whereas we © 
perceive a little accordinges the ext Truth; but much more in a falſe add ittiper+ 
te&t- manner by doubtful "Report and miftaken Obſervation. And: then 'we. cannot 
throughly apprehend a thing-wherein many are concerned ; ſo we can give no per- 
fe& Judgment and Determinativn, | PR. 
Gocl hath takenthelike-mechod for the exerciſe ard adminiſtration of his Kingdom 
and Dominion over Men ; as'our Kings and Governours over their ſgyeral Countries. 
And he hath 4 'Book for his Government overall 'the Nations and Families of _ the 
Earth Thigh and low; richand poor together) asour Statute and Common Law is for 
Enylend; and their eivit; canonor manicipal Laws for other Nations. His Word is 
given unto Mankind to ds a Roſe for their Aftions, and a Law for them to live and 
be governed by't and'from that we are allowed and commanded to Reprove, Lev. 19. 
17. all maninerof Sik and Trangreſſion 5 as any onenow'doth take notice or of 
what js donecontrary tothlie Goverrimieftt and Laws of this Nation ; which iseffcein- 
ed ho fault, but teffier” commendable, 'and a Duty. The ſame is, and ought muck 
more to be'in things petteining to-God 3 and ſolikewife would be, if there was a- 
mongſt-usthe like Zeal fot nnd Khowletlge of him that is invifible, who fills Heaven 
and Earth with his Preſtnee5 'ag'nowThetre is regard for the Son of Man, whom we 
ſee to beJittte;--a0d to fades 2 Led.” , 
But'this js to be-underfood Tor the Fear and Tnftruftion of ſome, and for the Com- 
fort oPothert 3 *ThatGod'ss hot Grifinied 'to the Tmaginations and Sayings of Men : 
If fome-fpeak fmogr Fe Deterts 3 and echt too hard Speeches and mi- 
ttaken Appti ef"will not ratifie what they ſay, but comletnas 
who man abſolyes, as again —_ man condemns. For he cometh, for be 
comers 


* (2) 
comenh to judge the Earth: He foul judge the World with Righteouſneſs, and the People” - 
with bly Truth, Plal. 95. 13. And 1 ſaw the dead, ſmall algren fend before God ; 
and the Books were opened, and anvtber Book was opened, which is the Book of Life : and the. 
dead were judged out of thoſe Things, which were written in the Books according to their 
Worky, Rev. 20. 12. This, according tothe Decree of the Eternal and unchangeable 
God, isas certain and True, as if it were already paſt and fulfilled. ' As Judges and'Ju« - 
RKices of Godt-delivery do try Priſoners by the Statute-Book of this Realm at thoſe {ſ«: -- 
ſizes which are halden twice a year, ſo at this general Greve-delivery which is tobe 
kept once for all, The deal Bodies of all People, of every Place and Generation fince * 
Man was Created on the Earth, ſhall ariſe, and-we.ſhall albbe judged by Chriſt and 
his Saints according to thoſe Words written iu the Bible :- And this- according to. the 
plaia and common ſence and underitanding of the ſame Words, 
Behold in this they are not juſt, I will anſwer all mine Accuſers and Enemies, that 
God is greater than Mn; and fo much do his Laws exceed theirs, and out of them do 
I convince of Sin and Tranſgreffion. Wherefere-do.F mention that God: is greater 
than Man ?In compariſon of him the Nations are &s 4 drop of s Buoket, and are counted 4s - 
the ſmall duſt of the Balance. It is He that ſrteth upox the circle of the E arth,and the Inba- 
bitents thereof are as Graſbopp:rs. We ſhall find and know that #e bringeth the Princes 
t0 nothing; He makgth the Fudges of the Earth as Y anity.Notwithſtanding the People have 
more regard to them becauſe they: are ſeen, and their utmoſt Power is known 3: then 
they have to Almighty God, who is not ſeen, avd whoſe Puniſhment is threatned, But 
though God is not ſeen, yet his Works are.. And how Great muſt He be who buils 
this vaſt Houſe of the World, and created all things therein ? - What. is the Wrath of 
the King, a Worm of five or fix foot long, to the D iſpteaſure, Iſs. 59. 15. of Him, . 
who hath Heaven for his Throne, and the Earth for his Foot-Reol ? What is a fingle 
Is4hvi{ud or an Aflembly of Men,who 4well in Houſes of Clay, that they ſhould (when 
met in Council )es yet exalt themſeFves, Exod. 9g. 17+ to do according to their own will, 
notwithſtanding God's Commandment to the contrary? IF not to ſpeak out, (becauſe 
they profeſs that they know God, but in Works deny him) yet to think and att Mare 
wvellous things 424inff the God of Gods, Dane 1.1. 36+ + And-in this they are worſe then 
kim here ſpoken of, or Pharech, for he knew not, who was the Lord that he ſhould. 
obey him. What is abomination of Heart, they imagine'to be bravery of mind ; that 
they can, andare for doing things otherwiſe, and as it were hinder that his will be not 
done here on Earth. Which argues the exceeding finfulneſs of Sin, with the infinite 
gaile and demerit thereof, and it (hall be puniſhed with proportionable Cendemna- 
tion and Miſery. They «re corrupt, and ſpeak wickedly concerning Oppreſſion > They ſpeak, 
loftily : They ſet their Mouth againſt the Heavens, and their Tongue walketh through the 
Earth : therefore bis People return hither,and Waters of- a fullC up are wrought out 16 them, 
Pal.” 75. $, 9, 10. By the height and breadth, and depth of ſuch kind of Tranſgreſſi- 
on, we may judge of the length of future Torments. Whoſe Thoughts were thus 
exalted ra Heaven, Luk. 10. 15. their Souls ſhall be thruff down to Hell, Shall not God- 
ſearch this out? for he knoweth the ſecrets of the Heart, the innermoſt Thoughts 
and moft hidden Imaginations. Even now he looks down from the Habitavion of 
his' Holineſs, and is not far from every one of us; for at this very moment, He both. 
fees and hears all that we are talking of or doing in- our Houſes and ſeveral places of 
abode, And ſo He bath done all along of this Generation of Men now living,as He did 
of thoſe before we were born, We readof Him in his Word, for the Lord your God is 
God of Gods, an1 Lord of Lords, a great God, 4 Mighty aud « Terrible, which regardeth 
wt Perſons nor 1aketb Reward, Deut, 10. 17. in which he lsoppolite unto Men. _ 


Wave a ſence, and aw, ant dread of Him &'T our minds; we may know and perceive 

his Laws written in our Hearts and inward Parts; by laying open onr Conſcience as in 

his fight, and by communing with our ſpiric, when we are for a little while ſilent in 

our wry ſomewhat freed and ſeparated from the Things of this World. All 

ho ways God doth ſhew and manifeſt himſelf unto Mankind ; fo that they are with- 
excale. .. 

'"This- may be thought proper to inſtrutt and convert Heathens, or the ceighbour- 
ing Nations which/do grovel in the darkneſs of Popiſh ignorance, but doth not (cen 
fo applicavle to our own Country,' where the Scriptures are read and preached- in a 
known Tongue, and they bealtofrtheir nnderſtanding thereof. But yet the Prophet 
ſaith peremptorily of his time, when they had the ſame priviledges, Therefore my Peo- 
plecare gone into C aptivity becauſe they bave no knowledge, 1a. 5. 13. He doth elegantly 
hint off the ſottiſh ignorance of former, his own, and ſuccethve Generations, Have ye 
02 known ? Have ye not bear? Hath it not been tol4 you from the beginning ? . Have ye 
nes underffood from the Foundations of the Earth ? 1ſa.-40. 21. And then doth as it 
were point him ont in the following Verſe, t is He, &c. So it is ſaid further down, 
There is no knowledge of God in the Zand, Hoſ. 4, 11 And what Paxl-witnefleth, of his 
time, Some- bave not the browledge of God, I ſpeak. this to your ſhame, 1 Cot« 15. 34+ 
The ſame is- affirmed at this very day, The chief, and who call them{elves the wile 
Men of this Nation, in this they are found wanting, They bave not the knowledge of 
God, This is the manner of the People of England that dwell careleſly,. that lay in 
. their Hearts, We are and none befides us. Here is a ſecret diſowning of God above, 
Or if they acknowledge him by a few ats of outward Worſhip; yet they confine all 
to that. But they have not todo with him in common aQions,. and generalcourſe of 
their Life, Here they conclude they are left to themſelves, who is Lord over us ? ſome 


others will have reſpe& unto 'God in little trivial concerns: Bur for thoſe of Greater - 


Moment They do not take connſel of bim, that walk to go down into Egypt, and bave not 
aked « my Mouth, Ia. 30. 1, 2: They have firſt invaded this Nation, which occa- 
fiened and raiſed Wars in the Neighbouring Kingdoms ; But they did not ſeek out of 
the Book of the Lord, whether ſuch enterpriſes at firſt were juſt and lawful. Why 
Kamoth in. Gilead was ours before ?” 1 King. 22.2. and under the ſubjettion of the 
ſame King of this Nation. And though now it be in danger.to fall into the hands of 
the King of Syria; yet they ſhould have done well at the very beyinning of all to have 
enquired ar the Word of the Lord, ver. 5. and therall this might have been prevented 
at the very firſt riſe.. And now the Land is' moved and divided, and by reaſon of 
the ſores thereof, it ſhaketh ; yet it may be made up and healed by our God. Now 
Urim and Thumimare ceaſed;” neither have we Warrant for additional Immediate Re- 
yelation; But God bath given us his ſtanding Word in the Bible, which was confirm- 
ed by Signs and Miracles, and divers Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt ; whereby God himſelf 
did bear witneſs to it, and did enatt and confirm it as a Law and DireQion to our fore- 
Fathers,and to us their Children, andto our Poſterity for evermore» #e bath fhewed 
thee O Min, what is good; 4nd what doth the Lord require of thee, but to do juſtly, and to 
Ive Mercy 7 Mic. 6. 8. By this way and method of Rlghteous and prudent accomo- 
dation Freland might be ſooner recovered and utterly difentangled from out of the 
kands of the French King,than by all the Multitude of Men and Horſes,Ships and Car- 


riapgesthe ſeveral Inftruments of Death and Cruelty; all which only tmake:-a meer noile . 


and outward ſhew,but there is nothing more in it beſides De 100.aa4 Miſchief. 
But our Governours are not Governed by the Law of the moſt Higti God ; and @ 

they do not walk Zunbly with bim ; They do not confider that in the Thing wherein 
they 


1 go 


they deal Proudly, he is above them ; they'do'qet conſult avight for-his Glory 3 now 
will they obey him ſo far that he may dire& their work in Truth, They: beve. ſes up' 
K ings, bur not by me ; They bave made. Princes, but 1 hnew it not, Hof. 8. 4+ which hath” 
ben particularly ſhewed with ſuch Evidence and Demanftration of Diyine Trach ;that” 
the Sinners relvrt only to their old accuſtomed methbd of ſtubbornnebs, deſpiling and*+ 
bare contradiction 3' but fill it remains firm and unan{iwerable, And this hatk al- 
ready done in two diſtin Seffions of Parliament in two thort priated Teſtimonies of 
Truth; the firſt entiquled A Supplemental TraZ of Governmeit &c. bearing date Fun. gs 
1689, 90. The ſecond, Things Plain and Weighty, __ 80 the conſederation- of bath 
Houſes, March 25. 1690. That Peace and Happinels, Truch and juſtice, Religion” 
and Piety may be cftabliſhed among us for all Generations. 4 
For themſelves do pray in the ſame words in the place where they are allegidled + 
every morning before cheir ſolemn conſultations, and therefore ic may ſeem (irange- 
(unleſs an unſeen Enemy did blind their Eyes and Hoarts, or hiader {rom dilceraingyor- 
tura them afide from the Truth) that when God hath ſhewed them a+ way (in bis 
Word, and left the means in their power ; yet they did not-go the right way ito-pre» 
ſerve, make better and perpetuate the Gaverament ; nor to Rettore Peacey nor make” 
Wars to ceaſe : all which by the dire&ion.of God's Word will be done, to the end-of 
time, and to the ends of the Earth, when "they ſball fear the Name of the Lord from the 
weft, Iſa. 59. 19. and other Nations will alſo dothe ſame, as they have fromehis un- 
deritanding People a right example. And further, there is the Promite of Gad, Pf. 
102. 28.et 72.5- that ſuture Generations (hall Continue what we have happily begun, 
It-is only to erder things ,and to eftablifh them with Fudyment and with Fuft ice, from beuce- - 
forth; even for ever. To obſerve and do according to thoſe Laws, Rules and-Direttions 
which the -Lord hath ſhewed and appointed in his Word; and then there would be 
continued peace and firm ſettlement throughcut.thele three 1; ingdoms, »which are u- 
nited one to another ; and the like might be ſucceſhvely elteblithed throughout: the 
whole Earth. Let us once come, and fix upon the ſure Foundation of Righteonfueſs. + 
But other wiſe there will be confuſion, diſturbance and unf2ttlednels of Times, with 

the manifold evils and inconveniences thereof now in this place, belutes the Wrath of 
God which hereafter cometh upon the Children of Nilobedieace, 1t People will go 
on {till in theirown Ways, and according to their.own, Thoughts, this is Sin, Iniquity 
and Tranſgreffion 3 all which the Lord pf Recatupences fhall-lurely requite, None 

c allerh for Fuftice, nor any pleadeth for Truth « they.aruft jn Yan ity and ſprah, Lyes 3 They 
eoncetve Miſchief and bring forth Iniquity ; .they bave Cockarrice Eg g5,and weaue tbe Spis 
dirs Web; He that eateth of their Eggs dicth; and that whioh is truſhed breaketh: ont intg 
«Viper : See Iſa. 59, throughout. What is done-.by way of Violence, -Humaurand 
Srubbornneſs, will recoy! with greater farce and ſmart-upon themſelves; notwith- 
ftanding' they die as other men, .and we fee,nothing as vet twhefall them. Again, 
{umetimes it is here 'ſeen, that what they would ſupprels,' doth rife up with greater 
trength and danger againſt them. Or if. with much ſubrlety and contrivatice, They / 
weeve the Spiders Web; yet theſe Webs ſhall nots become Garments, -neither. {tall they” * 
cover themſelves with their Works, It may.juſtskina thing over, which nevertheleſs 
will be ſeen throvgh, And "it doth not anſwer the ends-of Governmentasto gire 
real peace and affured Prefervation. Indeed it isa little betrer t!$an\nothings? for it is 
ſomewhat caſt over, which doth neither hide nakedneis nor keep! warm - And then ' 
it is a lunigt time in tranſating and making; but-it is ail ſuddenly (wept away;-and + 
profitz nothing at all aſterwards. 1 
we have an example and inſtance hereof in thelate. Reigu.; whenthtKingnotobs'! 


ſerving | 
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er than rea] Repentance 
—_ and chen-it would 


- wrt 
; but-that might have brought him to a of his Sin 
have been real and unfeigned- for affliction and fear 
are ſuch a beginning of e a5*God will accept of, and therefore we may al- 
: in this ag durhy— treſpalied —_ nnd of 

to Ri 1 or i ivene(s. 

| Mars compare ir? th on Jadery mayor Evil, 
p 802-Re — Jer-9- 3 One unlawful extream 'doth not ex- 
of ang the Qath of 'God, breaking hisCovenant, and 


Particulars and Circumftances of Sin and Evil of bothiides, which 
Abemination of» But the Locd 


likewiſe ec notes the things that have already done, and bis 
i afall thongs: 


| by the Lew, Rom. 2. 11, 12. But be that doth wrong, 
 wroug be bath done, and there is no reſpet of Perſons, Cole 3. 25: 
as much as you will of this, it is Scripture and Cant, and is not minded 3 
Co may a common Thiefor Murderer, or any Tranſgreſſor of man's Laws, for a time 
deſpile, and not regard them : yet Juſtice at length will appret:end and overcome 
him. [alike manner, the Words and Statutesof the Lord will sake bold, Zech. 1 6, 
of man of cxery. and Country;and asto each part of their Life after they 
OTB 008 of good and evil. Some do imagine that they ſhall eſcaps, 
aule they have the chicfofthe People, and the Multitude, and the Falhion,and the 
Courſe of | the Wonid on their fide« . They have Armics and Fleets ; and ſuch an one is 
driyea away and opprefiee, and of declining Years: He may be taken captive or Kill 
{0 BOW comate dye, What then? We have to do with an Almighty and Bver- 
es God | ſelves and all the many jnhabitants of the Earth, arc but a parce? 
«4 Mien.aw{ ores, andſo take them altogether, notwithſtanding their number, 
ey are all contemprible and of ſme Power, And thoſe who in this time of Tryal 
| we 4 Mulritude to:do Evil, or fide with the courſe of the World in their Tranſ- 
33 As ſure as God bath given a Law to mankind, ang his 
tryes thasss the ready way to be condemned with rhe Forl{, Let men in the 
Mean while make what-alterations they will, all is but as a company of Worms of the 
ooo reiptbiabts Times, Laws and Ordinances; But they are all 
._ Vhete many/Ants, awbich ace 2 time dringio little Sticks and Straws , 
| ee Main nror i eretingn> pr ddann er leſs will _ 
var God eB tone, and ii very tewpefuous round 
unich it bs founded on & 
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. *Khd *bbrtfore-in was Foiiſb ent} i => rbey hm ena 
yan$ttid coachideitmpentinent to bringdcei TWiRthat if this lat” Kevo- 
@ luvivis of puttiag:dowmone: King, anch dice MeNariotiof Bughoud Frith 
-tor fone Righteaues) for how could thaw knowaothe was thn BY Scriptntcthe 
--highe&. Law, which Got! himſelf hath-giren to'wiatkifid ofieveryNation; Country 
.2 and Language-. | Every. thingisto bs tryed andjudged” by HS (pref Rule of god 
:..andieril; truth andfal 0ghtantwreng;. We are tdbeatcoamable ro Godfor 
7: Ml aur nARidng abd gx dacdetagto what Wwe rarc' dents - It is/God who 
.\xeftap beth; ls mgdoms 7 y;ba@l iss Demiygoen orer'vs i 2boveall man's 
:i G&crmnen; for Baia untrenpanddwabtaniyico bein fdordination Offer God; from 
.: whoinWwencenrvongthtt To pmakgw atuniltawp,end o'erovcilt Mere dwh Rule 
and Duminiept thegreaLowgiwr hat konthichrhls oancPowery for His Werd 
aryl Colnmandments 4 fon Adgonitjag and Reproof,. fhxt the Kingyand Judged of 
' the-Earth do only that which is jutbate Dwfal ;- but. tfhey: yo nut; they are warhed 
ty amend, otherwiſe they will be condemged>.uot2i;- 5 war ft 3251 5 1) 08 
. Got fitted i 3he Cong area mcg!) theyjudgih andhgnbe Cots, Pal. $2.1. 
. /Whera iv/2n JfiEEyRR: Pao te; Govehemant- overatiKingozat Magitrates, Wo 
. vibohn bis vaueblt<& 625g vRthis mu Natice | Amitherdmes in Afterwards by Way 
of Brghrooks!f$0w/ 01g PULIT jad go en fly, and atropt he Perſone bf the 1WH&hed,, fehab, 
Veri..32, Thes facecc:)s kis'Compmandsi Defend the >#opr wid F aberlefſs," do Fuft ice to 
. the Acfiltd:dand Needy+;,; Delger ther Poor nnd Needs ; vid-them out of the Hand of the 
Wick:d,:Verſ«.3, 4+ A858 4ll Scripture js profitable for Correction, for Initruttion 
w 0 R ighteoinel$, (040084, WP 4has, inemtirnake nogicet wfwhatis ami, hey brow fer, 
\. meiben rad They yard hor eo en denyicfs, alktbe Fdand arion of mh E'tPere 
:1un'vf, courſe,” verl1 34 429d throughpot God's WordundLaw'chere'ara diveRt iohs" and 
commanctsto ſeaychew in right order ogtitÞ»:. But that.cenlalmein 2'dexÞIefrer; any it 
; | 15 not, faithtalls banged nognmerſallyapplicd ; for the Pris dave been PiorieÞ inthe 
Lam: | They bave; kent, back-lome part of it, and have" not made kiiowiy the whole 
eou1ſe} of Ged-unto the Pegple-: And alſo according to the margitial reading of Ha). 
© 2. 9:2 They, avs aceepred F aces, 1 by-applyingit ſuperficially and favourably ts the 
7 higher fory af-Reopie.,, ; A5.they-haverdoneand deigotutale:ty hyf fe tbe Bod? for 
» Aewknd;) forfome Place mr preſerment excher wiready teftgwed,: of infioÞe art 5er- 
«' pedtationts:; bg gives. Apdfo triumes taipats! that \GbelFaithfok-Mefl pets ho 
naveanperredin thrirſevgrabGoagerationy as Engutie) argiperſdcotedald 


a. 


” 


oltented. 
i Now-Goddatb e- {till andthiderbiviiſelf; £o ſee whats the Children of -Men will do. 
Though it is the ſecret. contianed/ Prayer of: his Ble&'angd- Servants, Ariſe O God, ard 
Fudge the Earth; for4boy ſhalt inherit. jaU- Nations; Pfals $2: $. © Yet He will notbe- 
i-fore the appainted time»: Bpprhibiak ogiveninthd mean white; and he doth prove 
{, $he: doings, the Glaldecodat BAD. nhne s Non bb hk SO 4 i netn Hig 045 4993 
- -.-5: THe hath-heenn lwgand contiouedcontronertic oinothe World thronzfoutfor- 
«+, mer (Generations an;!1in alj-Nations;' a! the famacantinues at this:day}j*ridt" only a- 
- 4 mv1g Hearbenry H6:h2r1 0415; PapifheyWatdvr our (renter ſhamey everin the more ' 
pure reformed Churches, andat this very zoftentis3n:the Landof our own'/Nativity : 
. {he-Subltauce whereof is to this following effetdz Whether the, Laws of Ged-or man 
OE ens ſuperiority and take place ; Whethes we will.do all Things according 
a eat Cor mark) adobe Meg. for pet apeereds Pedaffan 
$29 Traah pufte 1 od would $643 if at an 
& Nicwrdres hit id, Palages © eat Houſes,; or manifeſt the Error of their corrupt 
"ways. But mention is made, verſ. 1. of an mgUly Nations: tad ardabehful tad ibn 
da. , I Bo | 
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- 
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Miay.: They would angod big, if they coutd reachsup and pull down the High & Lofty 
One, or,lcad away captive (9.hath beerrdone with .dumb 1dotsy) the living and Al- 
_mighty God 3. but becauſe thag is nat. intheir Power 3-/T hey will do, as far as 15 lyffers 
cd. They attin-oppoſitios tqthe # of, Sights, James 1417. aad Jo what Lieth-in them 
to;prevent the riling of zhe Sup of Righteouſneſs 3 and afterwards ſtopout the ſhining 
_ therea!. When he chat dwelleth between the Cherubims would ſpine forth, Plal.. $0. Is 
They will hinder ig what they can.;. But God doth ſytfer it, 6 far,for the next thing 1s, 
. be will ffir up bis ſtrength, verl. 4. and ghen poor. Creatures,gvþo nor provake the Lord 
' ro ſealoulie,will find that thay are net firoager than; he ;- in this their ſhort time hey 
' .,WiJl not-bear that word, which conyinces of Sin and,Unc!ghteoulnels ;. (But bow Ehen 
. + will they cadure.his- Indignation and Paniſhment,, which that \AS £0 W6A4Þ themes, 
, and put them in a way how they might eſcape; Foes thy Truth 0 my God, Ub 7.1-2 2 
' is calleda falſe 4nd feigned Libel, if it doth diſcover their own fglſhood and Hy ppgeriye. 
. And it mult skulk about in Coraers, or be conveyed in a ſecxet place, though there 13 
- ampt upan it the Image aud luperſcription of the Great aad Lav iiible TED Bey 
w : Edo 

l 2h 


pore they baye Gb45 ſefyice be 
born dawn to. Mans purpoles, and be ſu modelled as to, be made; tent. 3a the 
fool;{h policy and milapprebended welfare of a Nation. [Theſe thi GY ATe 974 EEO 
mention,but themſelyes know,that their inward Thought,Pride & Rebelliop of Heart 
is, that though they will ackaowkedge with their Tongue and Lips that the Moff byzh 
_ ruleth over the Kingdoms of Men,and bis Dominiqn is aboug and over gil ; yet they would 
haveit ſo- far golpy pader theirs, That. if Gods Laws are cantrary,and not agrecableto 
. bumane confUputzons, They mult not. be ſpoken of, Amsy 71 3eior laid before qur Prin- 
_ Cesand oyr,Bricfts,ourLords and Coupleyors for feag of, Puniſhment,and being.proſe- 
_ cuted as one againlt the Governmeny ;yrhen themſelces in this very thin are 4;4inft the 
Governmgnt of their God ;; and to ſpeak or att after thismanner,is high Treaſon againſt 
the King of Heaven, - Alas! .How doa ſmall Number of Graſhoppers here on the 
_ Earth think of, and would dq towards the great Lord of the World? How do men 
that ſhall die, and muſt appear, beforg 10 judgment, demean themſelves towards 


are fearful, Rev.21-$g own aud confelsit before the Worn ehey tear 
. ſure of Men more they the Diſplealure of God, They woul: 


| kim now they are buta little-while, in 5? Ariſe Q Lord, Jet ngt man preyail, let - 
the Heathen ge judged in thy ſegbte, PulV99n in fear O:Lord, that the Nations may brow 
themſelyes to he .but men, D J. 9,19, 20. , Again thus much is ſignified, by what is 
written, "He «yuleth by bis Power for ever, bis Eyes behold the Nations : 1:t not the Re-- 
bellions exalt themſelves, Plal. 66. 7. He ſball ſubque tbe People under us, ad the Na- 
gions under our Feet, Plal. 47. 3- And though the Natiens be never o angry, yet 
now is the time come that God ſhall take to himſelf Great Power and Reign. A little 
., opening and appearance thereof doth now begin in this place and Nation, which will 
be: likewiſe lowed in.the Habitable parts of the Earth. 
\ - <. For the watter of contention is-not [s much between the two Kings, who are both. 
: -Apteſherds of the Earth, and ſhall each of them ſeyerally be brought down to the bars 
the Pit, although now they have their Armies, .and caule their Terrour in the 
Land of the Living. Ceale ye from man whoſe Breath is in his Noſtrils, for where- 
- ln is he to be accounted of ? We oughtutterly to draw-off from the Perſuns of each, 
Cr an4.not have them in admiration, and not name them more then needs mult ; for by 
| dving.men do forget and loſe the knowledge and fear of the Lord ; and are not ſo 
ſenſible of the Glory of his Majeſty and infinite Greatneſs, But the thing which the 
; , Lorddoth require of our Lexd is, that ſhe do not depart from and forſake his Eternal 
- ++ Aud itamutable Rules of Judgment and Righteouſneſs, aud that his People be very 
TOW - COMrA4g 1908: 
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ayhon 16 the right bend or to theileft, ſolli-23. 6. So whatever is further 


[2 
W according to the 
Pattern themed us; we are to acknowledge ur Iniquity and Tra , and 
from henceforth for cver,we and our Children are to promiſe unto the Lord and keep 
it, to doaccording as he hath ſaid and commanded in his Wwd; which we ought in 
like manner to obey, as if we heard his Voice from Heaven. As we daily Pray, fo 
we arc likewiſe to de (left we be found Mockers and Difleniblers with God, and © 
buve our portion with Hypocrites and Ynhelierers) his will on Earch. Which again 
is not to be menſured by what is ated on this Rage of Sin and Confuſion, or publick- - 
ly done in the place where Satan's Scat and Kingdom is3 but as it is clearly written ; 
and manifeſtly r-vealed by the Ward and Spirit of God, which came down from above, 
and knoweth what is God's will. And what is done in Heaven gthe ſame is expeſted here. 
In the Mouth of twe or three Witnefles every Word ſhatl be eftabliſhed ; and we 
have three holy Men of God, who were morcd by the holy Ghoft, and round 
tion and confirmation tothe fame thing» He is the Roch, bis Work is perfet}, for all bis 
ways are Fudgment, 4 God of Truth, and without fniguiry, juff and right is be, 'J2- 
4. The Works of bis Handy are Ferity aud x, aud 41] bis Commandments are fure *: 
They fland faft forever ef, and are done in Truth and Uprightneſs, Plal. 111. 7,8. 
By this it appears, that our late Revolutiva is none of God's work, ia whichhe is- 
well pleaſed, For 7 the Lord tove Fudgnent, I bate Robbery for burn ;adſ7 
will dire their work in Truth, and | will make an Everlafting Covenant » Ia. 
61. 3. So that if People would dot of God, and come to (ettlement and 
ſability of Times, they muſt only uſe all along as are good, true, jaſt and 
Jawful, and none others. Theſe are to be known'by God's Law anly ; for (as afore» 
aid) that is the ſupream Rule of Good and Evil, Truth and Fal , Right and 
Wrong, | p 
and” thence it doth appear, that this Natio! hath treſpeſcd «gaheft their God, and 
have forſaken, IWa.58.2. and reſted bis Ordinance by putting down that Powey 
(which is afſerted, Rom. 13. 1. tobe of God, though it was an Heathen at thz very 
time) This is 2 Sin and Tranſgreffion, and there is- no hope to aroid the preſence 
NDiſpleaſure, and eſcape the future Puniſhment of God, etherwiſe than by maging 4 
Covenent with our God, and by reftoring the King to his. right 3 «ud benc orm7ed 
to trem+le at the Commandment of our God, and 1:t it be done —_— to, bit Lew, 
Ezra 10. 2» See and conſider of verſ, 2,4, 10, 11. The Laws af God re to 
be ſet before People, and they are to be exhorted to the Obſervance of ; 
but till men have their Liberty and full Freedom of Aion, If. they will got. de 
ſo out of Conſcience and Obedience, to God, they may let it atone ; Or rq 
plainly, deliberately andtruly in the Gentile diale&) chooſe and be. dawned, a i 
to what they bave done, nd involved themſelves in, from what is written, ' They the | 
ref, ſtall receive to themſeher Damzation, Rome 13. 2 It is at their own and. F 
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danpers The divine Promiſes and Thraligs are to be uſed only ; but rd outward 
0 force aid cotnpulfion, for the right Chriſtian Religion doth not allow of ary And here 
is a Threatning as true as Goſpel, which lies expreſly agaiaft | 
the Nation' and People of England. * The Wrath of God is re-  * Which 1 would wot 
vedled from Heaven ag ainift all Unrighteouſneſs of Men,wbo kel4 bave agairf# my own par- 
the Truth in Unrighteouſn:ſs, Rom. 1. 18, It is only revea!- ticuler Perſon for tes 
ed and made known here ; but itis to be executed and felt in thouſand XK ingdoms, or 
another Place. So though we are in the true Reformed Re- the greatef® Places of 
ligion ; yet We ate nct (under tlie aforeſaid Penalty) 'to con» ZH#ononr and Profit, 4nd 
tinue and prattife any Unrightevuſneſs towards our King, / would more fear it thas 
who is' a Member of a falfe, ſuperſtitious and corrupted to Dye an bundred Tem- 
3 Church. Thou iba abborreff Idols, doft thou commit Sacri»= poral Deaths. 
ledge? So they ſhould not commit any Injuſtice, Wrong, FP 
Sin or Evil. Thou the: mak-ft thy boaſt of the Law through breaking of the Law, Diſts- 
noureft thon' God ? for rhe Name of God is blaſph:med ameng the Gemiles through jou. 
Inthis National Corruption there have been no leſs than five Laws of the ſecond Ta- 
ble violated, as by Diſbononring of end Diſobedience ro Parems, Committing of Murd-r, 
as hath been done by Unneceflary, unjuſt, Unnatural Wars ; Thefi,bearing F alſ- Witneſs, 
as by lying Stoffies,and deceiving the People with falſe News, Coveting and raking Poſ- 
ſcfen of anothers nheritante, who was greater than Naborh, and his iaferiour did it. 
+ Again, the ſolemn Oath bah been deſpiſed, and the Covenant broken (whereof God alone 
will judge and determine of borh ſides) and as ſure as God is (which is as evident as 
the Heavens He created and we ſee, or that he laid the Foundations of the Karth 
which we tread on) fo certainly will. He recompence it upon their own Head. 
-Unieſs all this is prevented by true and unfeigned Repentanc:, in order to which it 
is neceflary not valy to be forry,or ſecretly to bewail, but further £o undo the Faulc as 
much as it can be. And as God was diſhonoured publickly,in like manner to regain his 
Favour. :y ſhould publickly acknewledge their Iniquity to their God, that they 
have tranſ againſt himby forſaking his Ordinance, deſpifing his Oath, and 
breaking his Corenaut. Toſpeak after the manner of men, That God ſhould have 
Tepai his hurt Majeſty, which they have offended and deſpiſed, and alſo have 
Glory pea into kim by confeſfing their own ſhame ; for we muſt do as much co re- 
conc yes to an offended God, as the Great Ones of the Earth requice from 
_all that diſpleaſe them. And this is the true deſign and end of Conſeffion. T how 

hings done in Private, may be there acknowledged ; but in other Thipgs, the ar- 
know nent ſhould be altogether as Publick as the fin was, according to Zev. 20 
| ir Fold, 7.19. Ezrs 10+ 2, 3,10, 11. Mark 1.5. Ats 19.18, And where ay thing 


þ been taken from any man by Falſe Accuſation, He is to be reftored to it again ; 
and the wer Truth of all to be brought out, and to be known openly _— 
the World: "/ It fo ordered and conſerted unto, That They have Deputies, 
faithful, tarragious dl learned, to jmplead one another before the Great Courci! 
of tit Natiob * examined tpon Oath of both fides. Which would be 


-and 
'2 more Fiftian and Rational way, than to lead forth Armiesto puſh at and gore ore 
ike's Mtrinde of Bulls and Calves of People, Plal. 68. 30. Man was born 
more naked and unarmed than thoſe dull Creatures ; but they have found out Inftru- / / 
nents'of Death to knock down.and butcher one another. | - 
hopgh'in days of Wicketieſs and Ignorance there is ſuch irufing in the 
Wp,-and Childres dv riſc up ageinft 3heir Parents, to cauſe them to be put to 
ad" RnRtific it with a Faſt, Chee rgen Me he 794d maniicr, conclude 
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( 10) 
-- of the OT \ their Cauſe by the Sutcels and event-thereoſ;; - Or think to 


'eſcape Fulfil che Scri whereas Fuldds did the aries, But the ſame 
Word Aith, It have been hin if he ad never been bottr. We are not 
be ſorprjſeg doubtful ast& this ; for it was the Queſtion dF of& cine; ore 
— bd Ry Proſps A PRE are all . bappy 1”! deal we holy be- 
rokfly f” Jed, «ve tabs root, they prow,yee,they bring rutt 
Tho# a: wer ir Mourh, and far from — Reins, Toe. $1 I, of So theſe were 


CARS of Go, and did make uſe of his holy Name in their Talk and 
iſeobrite, 28 the mamier v7 Hypo Rerig © And they keep for a while what they obtaia 
Ifihg; Flatrerfes (Dan. 14.21.) Difimobation, Carnal Palicy and Wildeth, Bur iſthele 
Were de ; the-&th-r -woold hot Rand avd endure; As may be gathered (let him 
"Hat ce#deth, -aidebftind) from wha is (onrk of in th Prophet Dani, "7t eaft town 
the Truth r6the Grount, owl it praitifel ant profpeve,Dah.8. 12. And then Traal- 
greſhon may prevail and fpread abroad. But if Truth were not fallen in the Street, 
and Equity could enter ; if Truth might once maintain its Ground, and Righreouſne 
©) take place; if as foot as the Lo'dl gave rhe Word, great would be the company of theſe that 
publiſved is, Pat. 69. 1 1. + The next iminediate conſequences, Kings of Armies did 
fie apate, Verſ. 12. Att in a little proceſs of. Tine it would be d all the 
World over ; forto, the Kings were aftmMed, they paſſed by ragerber, they ſaw it, and - 
fo they mervelted; They were troubled and baſket awiy; Fear took bold upon them there, 
and Pain as of a Women in Trevail,Pial. 48.4,<,6. And though now the Kings ſet them- 
ſelves, and the Rulets take counſel together againſt the Lord, and againtt his anoftit- 
ed; yet his fmgle Word and Truth, if it had a free courſe and univerſal ſpreading, ' 
would ſcatter a&. | | ” 

As of old Time, whenthe Lord tooked into the Hoſt of the Zgyprianc, through the 
Pillar of Fire attd of the Cond, he truubled the Hoſt of the Egyprions;. ſo if is now 
at this very day. © When heſcads forrh a M:nifeſtation of his YYord, and dilplays a 
Burner of Truth (which is always done by ſonic outward Inſtrumeut) it Yoth caule 

% Diſturbance in the Minds of Men,and isthought to break their Peace, becauſe it doth 
ſomewhat interrupt their ſecurity and igaorance if Sin. It doth fill their Souls with 
fear and dvubt, and there isa worſe reſticfnefs within than Swords and Staves do cauſe | 
among the multitude. And this is but a ſlight'and tranſient fore-rupner .of that Av 
dignation #n1 Wrath, 'Tribulstior #11 Auguifh, which ſhall be, and remain upon who 
ere Contentious; #nd'4s not ob2y thr Tyuh, but obey Unrighteouſneſs.-. .. . 

Indeed ſach may be mad, or fooliſh and iaconfiderate, but they can never be truly 
couragious, unte(s they are ftupefied, and made blind by Draakenneſs, Pride, Unbe- 
lief, groſs Ignorance : 'And when this1aR a little weets of, they are furai 
fron Delaſion: that they ſhould believe a Lye ; They retcive in, falſtagd miſtaken ' 


No:iqns; or they ace (cared by the cloſe hiddeft afts af Hpocrilte, For they canact 
endure to confider of igity what +: commanded, r40,m4n (Of whatever 
rank or degree) go beyond an iu 6ny mattor, 


defraud bis Brother (auch leG& a. 
(which exrendsto a Kingdom, JT Inheritance) beck the Fug rages 
that 7 


&Þ fuch; as tw: bave alfo fore-mirntd you and 1efflificd, 1 Thel. 6, ow this. Thirc 
time.” And they being \2aw the brink to —— before thy Foe and (ax we are 
here told) ſavjett to Evils from the World to come-; It, is a marvellous Policy and 
\ deftruQive milchiefſo to beguile that they Fall into before they. took any on 
vent,o7 w2re Gepagly pat it min{,1pd tfuly inforined hereof, . To muth be. ack 
and a ſiding with the Deceiver of mankind, to contrive en.lct purpale tockeeps 
igaorant ; aud as they rhyak ot ſo bertet, accomptithent of 8 Bovlenk. y 


. 


(11 TT! 
foffer fo rom thr fall into the futrire miſery ; ' to let them petifh and be deftroyes, 
for want of the right * of things. A report and glimps of Eternfy will note 
thin the Anſding' & noile of Guns, and the doubtful uncertainty of what kind of 
Efdlefs Life they are jutt entring upon,will catiſe great Thought and ſearching of Hewr 3 
% whic his more ſenfitte chan Wouttds and Blows to the outward Man { For 1t iS at tbeir 
Peril (without fooliſh” JEUNGPEr meer ogtwartt Laughter, or 4 proud contemptuous 
Smile ) if the Kihps of t » and the Great Meh, and the Rich Men,and the Chief 
Captains, and the agny Men ſhould nor obey the Goſpel of our Lofd Jeſas Chriſt ; 
for ſuch will hide and as much as they brave it out, and ſeem reſolute now. But 
if they would indeed be preſerved from the Wrath of the Lamb, they mult yield O- 
bedience itits what He hath commanded ir: the Goſpel. Fherefore all rbiags whaiſo- 
ever ye tonld ths Men ſhould do wnto you, 46 je even ſo to them, for this is the Law and. 
sbe Propbers, Mat 7. 12: If it be poſſible, as Much ds Tleth in you, Itue peaceably with all 
men, Rom. 12.19. Render therefore to all their Dues, Rom. 13. 7; All fair and ho- 
ne meaas ought to be uſed, firſt to prevetit thoſe miſchievous cffeHs of Bloodlhed, 
Poverty, Sickneſs, continual Fears, which may terminate in temporal Deſolation 
ard cternal Deftruftion. And even now theſe Wounds, and Bruiſes, and putrifying 
Sores are broke out, they may yet be cloſed, and bound up, and mollified with O)at- 
ment, inftead of the long, ſevere and deftrutive Remedi2s. And if men will aot-de 
according to the Will of God, and of  Chrilit, take 
heed _ -m wo mere you, which is ſpoken 
of in the following Verſe, Tour Country is deſolate ; 
your Cities are burnt with Five; your Land frangers _ —_— Joow NN 
devour it tn your prefence, and it is deſolate as over- ——— as _ - 
thrown by Strangers, Tas 1. 7» When a Fire or J;thao they wefero- 
ue is People do endeavotir to ex(i; ory if by ewe when they 
, x\{tin- , ”” 
and ſtop it as ſoon as they can. The ſuppoſed t0 be diftrated ard our of 
: cane Sword may be put up in its Sheath; and way os and ſhey:fore then they 
:oyoiſiieſs of War mi A would give no bred to tt; for $4- 
grievouſneſs of War might ceaſe ; and (as a- 4 his niethods of old 
0 foreſaid) Things" ſhould be done by way of juſt ——C——————— 


| prude omodacion doth on z raiſe ſuch aw Aſ- 
bom cid —_— ; ffon and Reproach on the Nan 


who relts them of theſe 1Þings, that the nor 621i : ti 

_ bs is Deine y foul nos believe him; and ſo v.y are move tliidly 

Jam for Peace, but when I ſpeak, they are for War : They go and ptepdre thew- © 
Fives accordingly. - Nay, They wilt do purpoſely, and more ety et what is 
here faid,becauie theſe Things are laid together by a ſttiali and deſpicable Perfon,whoſc 
Spirit God hath ftirred and raiſed hintup as an fnftamenr to convey forth bis Truth 
unto Men ; for 1 fpcat worbing of my ſelf, bn: from bis Word ouly. Ani therefore theit 
Murmurizgatd Deſpilag and Rebellion are 4gehf the Lord, Exod. 16, This ought to 

de done by lome one, yea, andy many. Bur whoever had firſt appeated to cry aloud, ' 
and ſpare not 3 Lift up thy Voice ike a Trumpet to ſhew the People of Zngtmd their 
Tranſgreſſions and.cheir Sins; The ſame Reproaches and falſe Sugeciions would 
dave been againſt them alſo. For when People have no ming to receive and obey 
) tlie Mellage; it is eafie to take exceptions at the Poſt or Officet who bridgs it.” But 
the all-knowing and all-wiſe God will not be trifled with, nor deceived: The Great 
King of all {00 RAUDES yoo: i, _ his Enemſes, who woald net hive 
I 2. . 4%. * TI . . 6 
yes om be art eat, [ro 4:if, Nuats, 12. 8, and eril increat the Meſſen 
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People bad better foe and prevent” 
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(12) 
Azad now to manifeſt unto-the World that 1am ſeat, - and to make evident my Com- 
mifon, I do declare (as I will anſwer” it before him who is appointed-.Judge of the 
quick and dead)that it is contained in the twenty third Chapter of Xſathew, and the 
thirty fourth Verſe, where Chriſt promiſes to the ſeveral Generations, As 2. 29. 
Bebold 1 ſend unto you Proyhets, and Wiſemen, and Scribes. And 1 do affirm according 
co Truth, without boaſting of my ſelf, that I do come under the laſt denomination 
of a Serib:. 1 may jult obſerve, that the Prophetical Office was chiefly to reprove 
Sin and Tranſgretlion, and alſo they did fore-tell ſome future eveats which were . a6t 
g___ futfilled, The firſt hath been done without Partiality aad ReſpeR of Per- 
ons; andallo ſome things have beea ſpoken of, which are yet to come,  Morcover, 
if there have been any Words of Knowledge and Wiſdom delivered, let others judge. 
But a Scribe is ſuch an one who is inſtruſted in, and reaſons our of the Law; which is 
the very ſame what I have done as to National Aﬀairs ; For the ſeveral thiags which 
I have publiſhed to the World, are an opening, and alledging, and reaſoning out of 
the Scriptures, the Law of the Moſt high God. 

I have been educated at the School of the Prophets; for I was fix Years at Mag- 
dalen Hall in Oxford, and took one degree ; 1 was there twice ſworn the Oath of Al- 
legiance and Supremacy. And now it comes to pals that the ſane ©a:th which ſuch a 
raſt multitude of Priefts and People have deſpiſed, hath taken hol of me, and hath 
obliged me to att after this manner. For I did ſwear twice in the Reign of Charles 
the | noe] Him and them {innuendo his Heirs and Succeflors, under which his Brother 
is compriſed) will / defend, according tothe utmoff of my Power. Now the Weapons 
of our Warfare are not Carnal, but Spiritual, and no other ought to be uſed accord- 
ing to the nght Chriſtian Religion. For theſe laſt fix Years I have been at ſeveral 
times reſident in and about the City of ZonJon . T was entred into the Society of the 
Middle-Temple, and obſerved the Cuftoms of the Houle for ſereral.ſucceſhve Terms, 
and I did-for a while ſtudy the Statute ang Common Laws of this Nation : So that I 
came all along in a regular way, and was furniſhed from the Laws of God and Man, 
to have pleaded the Cauſe of the Opprefſei Xing. And fer my part, being aflared 
only of the Protetion of tne inviſible God,ani truſting to that Vromile, F{;5 T'reth 


ſhall be thy Shield and Buckley, Pal. 91.4. 1was not afraid to ſpeak openly 
and boldly as I ought to ſpeak. Though both Houſes of Parilament, by reaſon of 
contrary Praftice (as may be underſtood from Fer. 2, 26, Mark $+ 38.) were aſbamed 
to bear Juch Wirds 3 which would bave reproved, and ſet in order 2efore them their 
Sin and Tranſgreſſion in the very fame place where, it was committed. And fo they 
may ill, if they are willing to run the danger of ring up 30 everlafting Shame and 
Contempt, and have the Son of man be aſhamed of them, wi en be cometh in the Glory of 
bis Father with the boly Angels. Saith the Lord, And it ſhall come 20 paſs, that whoſarver 
will avt beark:yj to my Words wbich be ſhall ſpeak in my Name, 1 will require is of bim,Deut. 
1$- 19. Now that Prophet was Cbriff, who hath conveyed down to others the ſame 
Authority and Commiſſion, He that beareth you, beareth me ; and he that deſpiſeth you; 
deſpiſeth me ; and be that deſpiſeth me, deſpiſeth bim that ſexs. me, Luk. 10.16. For 
fuch world rot hear Chriſt himſelf, if they had lived in the ſame Generation-with 
him; neither would they be perſwaded, if Chriff (ſhould come once again into the 

World after the ſame manner as ke did. But hisnext coming is unto Judgment. 
Peradventure, our Lords and Counſellors djd go upon an Error and Deceit.of their 
«yt Heart,and did therefore refuſe to hear the Law of thzir' God ;. becauſe they might 
#whiukt that if the Word was not proclaimed and fpoket out vive voce, They might then 
more 


13 

more ſafely conrems God's Word and Commandment, and have ſuch an excuſe for their 
Sin 3 not conſidering the God with whom we have to do : Who underſtands our Thoughts 
«far off, Plal. 139. 2. and knows that themſelves only hindred, and would not (utter 
his Word to be-{poken out. - For I delivered i-Printed Caſes, and alſo ſent a written 
Petition-to the-lame-purpoſe :- And when 1 could not have it delivered in and read, 1 
ordered my Petition to be printed and given to the Members ſeverally (it perhaps 
any would move ;thereon) though I- knew befare this was contrary to Cultom aud 
Uſage, and therefore I wasat firſt unwilling ſo todo; but this ki2d of neceſſity and 
urgency did preſs me forward. - For my part I would leave ro meaas -undoneto dil- 
charge-my Conſcience fully towards God : But He knows that 1 was dircQted and pur 
in mind long before, That this is @ rebellious People, hing Children,. Children 4hat-wilt 
wot bear the Law of the Lord, Iſa. 30.9. And thereupon according to what 55 laid 1n 
the foregving Verſe, and alſo I was ſhewed the ſame in the Light of Go4's Spirit, 
Now go and get is printed-in 4 Book; which | accordingly did, and delivered to the te- 
veral Members-on April 2. 1690. for which I was committed to Cultody (it beig 
by them called a Seditious Pamphtet) and fo 1 remained under confinement for four 
Weeks, and afterwards was with great care ſent down into the Country, to be re- 
. mote from-London, I gave away about an hundred of thoſe ftitcht Books, and would 
have-more ready if I kad been permitted ; for I ordered a thouſand, which were more 
then ſuthciens for all the Repre entatives of the whole Nation : But however, they 
had 1utficientto notifie it unto the refidue of the Members ; and they may yet under- 
and and be inltrutted aright, that the Word (which God ſends through a contemp- 
tible earthen Veſl.1) ſpoken {or written, for that longer remains) 7s 9, and 
every Tranſgreſron and Diſ.vedirnce ſtall receive a)uft recompence of Keward. 

As they do all profeſs rhemielves to be Members of the Church of England, ſo they 
are to be advertiied of ſomewhat out of her Liturgy in the Exhortation before the 
. Communion ;- Therefore if any of you be a Blaſphemey of God, an binderer or flanderer of 
bis Y YVord yepent you of your Sins,ov elſe come not to that boly T «ble. But becauſe ye have 
the outward Adminiitration thereof in your Power ; and your Biſhops, Priefts and 
Deacons are involved in, and carried away with the ſame corruption z They will ne- 
vertheleſs dilpence the Holy Sacrament unto you, thuugh ye do ſtill continue in aid 
praftice the (ame Sins. But yetbe ye aiiured and forewarned from the truth and de- 
termination of-Go3, that notwithſtanding ye do till partake of the outward part or 
Gign, yet ye will be deprived of the thing fignified theret-y : i hat is, now of the true 
Grace and Spirit of God,and hereafter (to ſpeak in plain terms) ye will be excomn:u- 
nicated and ſtut out from Feaven. And ye can no mere enter there againſt his Decree 
and Will, than now- ye can flye up, and of your own ftrength cauſe the Heavens tv be 
opened toreceive you. God will not admit them there, who would not ſuffer him ts 
re;gn over them bere on Earth by his Word, and the Meſlengers appointed ro-publith 
and-mak&ir known; who are neceſlary for the exerciſe and admini4rtion of his 
Kingdom and Dominion over Men. 1 ſpeak to our Rulers, judge: ye in your ſelves. 
. How would any. earthly King receive it, to have his Ambaſiadors and Officers, ye2, 
an inferiour Herald or - Poſte difturbed and interrupt 2nd opt in ths execution of 
His bulineſs? ' We are his Servants, and mult do according to what our Lord and Ma- 
Mer ſends us; -and if any Injury is offered us, he takes it upon himſelf, and will punifh 
according to-Muk 12.4,5,9. And if my ſelf ſhould be killed or ſcourged, or preſe- 
cated fron. place r0'ptuce; whoſoever ſhall preſume to do ity* either ſecretly or openly, 
"God know ir atl one, they muſt alſo take what follows, That upon y0u may come all rhe 
"Kgbiepus Blood ſbcd upon the £arth, _ 23- 35+ The greateſt Emperors, Kings, 
> 'Prunces, 
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Pritices and Potentates will find ene higher than they. The inferiour Judges, Magi- 
ftrates and Officers will meet with one hom hey mere much bound to obey as 


This harſh, but true expreſſion may be further gathered from ar. 18.6, 7,8, 9. 
wits or hard 


*They Srengtben themſelves yet further £5 5'<© andtoreply againſt itisto reply gain 


think themſelves more ſecure when they ſet 1:6. 6 again 4 
up the Throne of Iniquity, «1d frame ” One ar — 
Miſchief by a Law ; as by Opprefing 4 |, qothe thing, and ate (o-far from comin 
MHf md bis Heritepe,if they will not fin Repentance, and earatant th _— 
oT | curnng from their lni- 
agtinft God, and forſwar themſelves and {that they tarden and confirm thou: 
comply with the Error and Corraption of (<1y.s yet more in their faful ways. They 
the 2ultirude. will utter and ſeat bark things,” and the Work: 
ers of Iniquity boaft themſclues, Dlal. 94+ 4- * ſee Verl. 20. And theſe are the bard 
+ Come Of Lew i bi. 79 whe Uno Sars hv eu rub Jud 
with the Tongue, and Jet 1 hath more or lefsaggravation; according to the 
ur jor give heed ro any of ".1+;cular kind of + ſayings, which were inv 
bis Words, Fer.18.18. p w_ | 
 andpromoeted by the Father of Lyes; *who is (i . 
to refeft the Servants of God, and doth it with an intent and purpoſe to make then as 
Lyars, and through them toderogate from God's Glory and Truth; that, if poſſible, 
the Word which goeth forth out of his Mouth'thould return to him void, and not ac- 
compliſh that which he pleaſes, nor proſper in the thing whereto he fendy it ; for to 
this ted the Devices and Wickedneſs of Satan, the adverſary of Ged's Kingdom. 
Bat let thoſe who have any reverence or fear of God, take h>ed how they ſpeak of 
him and his Truth, which appears.forch through his Servant: for that indedal, and not 
ſs much the outward Perſon, is the Thing chicfly admired at, 7 an &s 4 Founder (inthe 
new Tranſlation it is Monſter) unto mary; but thou art my - Pal. 71+ 7. 
For whether we be beſides our ſelves, it is to God,2 Cor. 5. 13. had the 
imputation of Madaeſs. | And when bis Frieads (in the Margi ing it is Kins- 
men) beard of it, they: wenz 0u2 10 1ay bold on bis, for they ſaid, He -iz beſo , 
Mark 3. 21. The Scribes who underſtood a little more, did blaſpheme 
Holy Ghoſt, brca:/e they ſaid, be bath 6n unclens Spirit, Verk 30, Andto1 _ 
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an one is an Emrbuſef or F exatich, inthe Mtn and proper figniGcatien js to affirm, 
He is poſſe ft with the Spirit of the Devil, ſuch as did refide a the Orecles of 
O14,or in the HearbenTemyles: And therefore though it be a gentile & haſty Word,Peo- 
ple ſhould be exceeding cautious on whom they affix it, For we muſt expunge many 
places out of Scripture, confirmed by experience, if we deny the working of God's 
Spirit in theſe days 3 bur it is ſubjet anto, and keeps within the bounds of his Revela- 
tion. And then if thisor that Perſon ſhould have the true Spirit of God and of Chriſt, 
it 'would' be the very ſame Blaſphemy. But if they have called the Maſter of the 
Houſe Belzebub; much more will they cal! thoſe of the Houſhold. We read again, 
that Himſelf hath the ſame double Remroach caſt on him : An1{ many of them ſaid, He 
| bath s Devil, and is mad ; whby bear ye bim? John 10. 20, Tf we go back to the Old 
Teſtament, we ſhall find ſomewhat to the ſame purpsſet. The young man, the Pro- 
phet, was thus ſtiled by une of the Captainsof the Hoſt that were fitting, Wherefore 
caine this Mad fellow to thee? 2 King.g.11. A ſhott queſtion, and cxattly agreeable to 
the Lan ob the prond men of theſe day's. Again, we read of one who ſent Letters 
ungo all the People who are at Feruſalem, and to Zepheniah the Son of Maſaizh the 
Pcieſt, and te all the Priefts to pur them in mind 3 whereas they were Officers in the 
Houſe of the Lord for every man that is mad, and maketh himſelf « Prophet; that thou 
fhouldft put bim in Priſon,and in the Stocks ; Now therefore wby baft rhou not reproved Je- 
| remiah of Anarboth, which makheth bimſelf z Prophet to you ? Jer. 29, 25, 26, 27. Butt 
| may be afterwards ſeen in the following Verſes what is pronounced to Shemaieh the 
Nehelamite, becauſe he thus :aaght Rebellion ageinft the Lord, Again, it is written, The 
| Prophet is 4 fool, the Spiritual Man is mad, for the multitude of thine Iniquity, and rhe 
great Haired, Hoſ.g.7. Here is added the very reaſon of throwing out ſuch a falſe 9 
Reproach, viz. Multitude of Iiquity and Great Hatred ; for Sin, whe it is committed, 
doth leave guilt behiad : And when it comes to be reproved and manifeſted, that is 
ſtirred up: And then there is Conviftion, Shame, Fear and Anguiſh of Spirit 3 all 
which are very troubleſome'and gitguieting, 'and thence doth ariſe an hatred and en- 
mity againſt ſuch whv do this Othce. | Saith our Lord and Saviour, The YYorld bateth 
me, becauſe 1 Tfifie of it that rhe Vdrks thereof are evil, John 7. 7. But they deſerve 
more to be hated who do the Evil, then Chriſt who Teftifieth of it. Bleſſed are ye 
when Men ſhall bate you, «nd when they ſhall ſeparate you from their Company, and ſhall 
reproach you, and caft out your Neme as evil, for the Son of Mans ſake (for doing ſo,as we 
have him and them for an Exartiple) 7 the likg manner did their Fathers unto the Pro- 
pbets, Luk. 66. 22. 23- Bleſſed are they which are perſecuted for Righteouſneſs ſake : © 
Bleſſed are ye when Men ſhall revile you, and perſecute you, and ſball ſay all manner of evil 
a2dinft you falſly for my Jak,” Mat. 5. 10, 11+: for being faichful in that Miniftry to 
which he hath called us. Here it is moſt comprehenfively expreſſed, and extends un- 9 
to all manner of evil and falſhood, which the utmoſt wit and malice of limited Crea- 
tures can invent aiid ſpeak forth. And therefore if ſuch an one is of a ſound mihd and / 4 
clear underftanding(! ſpeak of my ſelf, and of the Things which 1 bays written tonch- /<* 
by hae + It is a contradittion and abominable Lye tofay, he is n capes Mentis; ,, 
t yet a malicious and falfe imputation may be caſt and far lacks + to be fiftenes 7 
on any one. © And alſo, what is a little new or unuſual, or doth ſomewhat exceed com- 
mon apprehenſion, may ſeem to the valgar ſort, yea, and be called by them madneſs ; 
buy thisis ſo trivial, that it is ſufficient anſwer only to take notice of ſuch an Ignorant 


lam liableto be repreſented, as one of different Notions, becauſe of a different 
ſhape by reaſon of my perſonal Deformity and Lametieſs;*whereby 1 do yary ſome 


what 
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- what from the reſt of mankind. But the Lordis the Maker of ns all. And he who fa- 
ſhioned me in the Womb,and took me out of my Mother's Bowels,might bave ſo form- 
_ edthem whoeither kave already, or ſhall reproach me onthis wiſe. They are to re- 
member, that themſelves allo are in the Body ſubje& to fickneſs from within, to Hurt 
. and Caſualty from without, I was not born ſo for mine own Sin, nor for my Parents, 
. but that the Works of God ſhould be made manifeſt» And it may be the more remem- 
bred(I hope not for a Witne(s and Teſtimony againſt them)that ſuch an one came down 
to the place of the whole Aitembly of this Nation,with the Truth which God bad ſhewed 
unto bis Servent,and with bis Staff in bis Hand, Gen. 32. 10, He had no.other Weapon, 
and would not have had that, but he went Z alti»2 as did the Patriarke . whoſe worgs 
are here made ule of. And this will be a further.1tz1 and token,that they cannot pre- 
tend Igaorance of the man, or his buſineſs iathe day :! Recapiculation of all things. 
But the gteater ftrangenefs is imagined to be witiia me; / beve written the great 
things of thy Law, but they were counted as a ftrange thing, Hoſ.8. 12 ſaid the Prophet in 
his time ; and within the compais of this year, :he like imputation hath been caſt up- 
. vn any particular Perſon, for what I have brought out of che ſame Book of >cripture. 
- But to cauſe the Reproach off cred by them 10 ceaſe,an{ to turn their own reproach upon them, 
Dan. 11. 18. I willtell ary one th«t thinks ſo, where the ſtrangeneſs of all lieth, even 
. in Mans Tranſgr:fion. Either the not obſervance of what is commanded, , or doing 
thole things which are contrary to the Laws of God and Truth. , 1n-Franſgrefling 
and Lying againſt the Lord, and departing away from our God, ſpeaking oppreſſion 
and revolt, conceiving and uttering frum the Heart words of fallhoo:!. By not doing 
of Righteouſpeſs, bur forſaking the Ordinance of their God, noe taking keed to the 
Ordinances of Juſtice. It is Mens [trange kind of ations, which do draw and ne- 
celhtate from my Tongue and I'en what may ſcem ſtrange kind of expreffions : For I 
do only ſpeak of them according to their very nature,and as they are done. But more 
eſpecially when the, Thoughts of their Hearc come to be revealcd. and thole ſecret im- 
. aginations are ,made known by that Word which is a diſcerner of the Thoughts and 
intents of the Heart,there muſt be yet more range kind of exprethons, odd paflages, 
uncouth, uncommon, they know not what t&Jmake of or term them. 1f he (hoald 
mention how they fret themſelves, and are ocurſe their God and their King, It 
would paſs for an hard ſaying 3, whenall this Ffar worſe ia them that do it, then is 
thoſe who only take notice thereof in order to admoaiſh. them to ſtand in aw and Sin 
not. All the ſtrangeneſs is in, themſelyes; and accordingly the Spirit who ſearcheth 
all things and ſpeaks the very Truth, calls;them frange Cbildrep, Plal 144. 11. For 
' nothing can be more (range then rooſt ſhould oe ' Diſobegient to his God, that 


. the Children which the Lord hath bronght up ſhould rebel againſt him. , But further 
they muſt be known, and alſo ſpoken forth in orger to the calting down Imaginations, 
.and every high thing that exalteth it ſelf againſt the knowledge of God, and bringing 
into captivity every Thought to the Obedience of Chriſt, When. theſe Imaginatiqns 
and Thoughts are clearly and truly brought aut to publick view ; they quite fall to 
the Ground, and never riſe again, Wy x 2 
I appealto any one whe knows Truth, and can apprehend commgn ſence that in 
the ſeveral things I have publiſhed tothe World, 1 have all along delivered my ſelf in 
plain, commoo,obrious,familiar and intelligible Expreſſions. 1 have ſpoken forth the 
Words of Trysb and Ssberneſs ; though it is hard to expreſs the mad and fooliſh AQi- 
ons of mankind to the very Life and Reality, and not to be repited To ones ſelf. All 
thoſe that fear God, qyd thoſe that bave known his Teftimonics, ſal. 119. 79,. can alſo 
m«dge of theſe chings. And, though what I have more lately dong, i oppo 
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High and Univerfal Corruption of this preſent { ime, hath met with Strife and Contention, 
Stubbornneſs and deſpiſeng, all kinds of Reproack and contrary Uſage ; yet the Reaſon of all 
is, becaufe People are Contentious, and do nas obey the Truth, but obey Unrighteouſneſs, Rom. 
2. $8. They have made void God's Zaw,Pſal. 119, 126. and his Commandments of none ef- 
fe&t : Therefore the Law is lacked, and Fudgmen doth never go forth; for the Wicked doth com- 
paſs about the Righteous, therefore wrong Fudgment proceedeth, Hab. 1. 4. For they have in- 
deed ated contrary to what the Law commands and requires. Nevertheleſs, all knowing 
People may vet judge of whatever I haye here ſaid, or in the two fore-going Treatiſes con- 
cerning our Great National Sin and Tranſgreffion, by this certain and infallible Rule of the 
Prophet, THAT WE MIGHT TURN FROM OUR IN/QUITI/ES, AND UNDER: 
STAND THY TRUTH, Dan. 9.13. Then it will appear unto them as clear and evident, 
as the moſt plain and fimple propoſition now doth. 1f People will not do this, but go oa 
fill with al decerveableneſs of Unrighteouſneſs, there is no Remedy, but they ſhall periſh, Be- 
eauſe they received not the love of the Truth, that they might be ſaved; and for this cauſe God 
ſhall ſend them fhrapng Deluſcons, that they ſhould believe 4 Lye © That they all might be damned, 
who believed not the Truth, bit bad Pleaſure in Unrighteouſneſs, 2 Theſe 2«10, 11, 12. All 
which Words are obſervable, and very terrible. 

Tounfold the MyFery of Iniquity a little, and ſomewhat to lay open the working of Satan ' 
with all deceirceableſs of Unrighteouſneſs, It will be neceflary to obſerye with what kind of 
words he tempted onr Parent in the firſt Tranſgreſhon 3 - He doth ſabtilly Infinyate as if 
there ſhall be no Danger ; and he doth make a ſhew of more Goodneſs and comveniency, and 
bath all along, and doth yet continually ſet himfelfagainſt God's ways, to keep up the milt 
of Ignorance and Unbelief, to hold lein their Perplexity and Confuſion of Diſobedi-" 
eace and Trangreſſion ; and he doth uſe allmeans to hinder men from coming to Repen- 
mnce, and the KnowJedge of the Truth. And as God would accompliſh that by right Words, 
ſo he doth endeavour to imitate in like things batempting Mankind to do after 1heir own 
Thoughts, and after the Imaginations of tur own Bui and Corrupt Heart :+ And alfo his Bm- 
miſlaries go about ſubvyerting people with falfe, corrupt and deceitful Words, which (toche 
Diſhonour of God,and of Chriſt arezand may iſhed with Licence and Aurbority, But 
the Inhabitants of his Earth are «ſbemed, or afraid toown and receive the Trxth of him, who 
is Lord and Governour of the World, whoglleth all Places and all Fhings with his preſence. 
Poor Creatures ! Tour Hour, Luk. 22453» Will quick be at an end, and the Power of Derk- 
neſs will be ſuddenly gone off ; "and than ye ſhall remember and diſcern, which Maſter it 
was better to have ſerved, God or the World. * 

As the Man of Sin doth ſo mightily beat off People fromthe Scriptures, becauſe his own * 
Ways and Corruption are ſo much” condemned therein. So do others at this day forthe: 
very ſame Reaſon, put an opprobrious term upon the Language of the holy Ghoft : or it is" 
not ſo gentile and faſhionable, 'nor agrecable with the Humour of the Age. They cry it 
out for impertinent and fooliſh ; yea, there are an hundred kind of Sarmifes, and Ike fay- 
ings, whereby the Word of the Zard is made & Reproach 10 me, and « Derifion daily; Jer: 20. $, 
They reje& and will have none of it. But what faith the anfwer of God unto ther? "Fer 
© Earth, Behold 1 will bring Evil on this People, even tbe Fruit of their own las, becauſe 
they bave uot beartgned 10 my Words, ner 10 my Law, butrejetted it, Jer. 6. 195 Altthicirother 
Religion is vain 3 their Worſhip and Devotionis to no purpoſe, for it doth not picaſe God. 
To what purpoſe comerh there te me Incenſe from Sheba, and the ſmees came from a far Country ? 

Tour burm-Off erings are not acceptable, nor your $acrifices ſmeet "ume me, Verſ. 20. He that 
1raeth ay bis Ear from the Law, even bjs Prayer ſhall be abominxtian,” Prov. 28. g. 
Kren at this day, and in this forget err ape tre ryan 
£o, they bave rejeGed the Word of the Lord, po what Wiſdom js iwvbem? Jer. 8. 9,- It would 
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be Nonſence, and a Lye. to ſay, if one heard a Lawyer cite ſeveral expreſs Aﬀts of Panlia- 
ment, - according to the very Sence, and the plain and common Under anding of the ſame 
Words, yet ſuch an one did not argue to the Purpoſe; for all is forreign and impertinent 
befides what is thence alledged, And ſo our Great Law-makers and Counſellors are very 
fond of their own Conttitutions, to do all things exaly according to the form and diretion 
thereof; But they did not attend, how in the late Revolution, they did at once ſtrike at all 
the Statute and common Laws of this Kingdom, which are id to be veſted in Serinio Regis ; 
and alſo they did unhinge thoſe very Laws, which do give and adjuſt to themſelves their 
own reſpettire Honours and Eſtates,. and eſtabliſh Property ; And therefore they ſhould do 
well to lift the right Door again upon the Hinges, This is Truth, though it may ſeem a 
kind of Human Reaſoning ; but yet doth ſhew how Fudgmens is turned away backward, and 
Fuftice tandeth afar off, and Equity cannot enter, | 

If our * Proud Men think themlelyes too good to be Subjefts and Servants unto God, yet, 


* whether they will or not, they are his Creatures : He is Kin 
calleth CY of Kings, and Lord of Lords. There is no removing the GE 
hear, nor give Ear, Fer. vyernment oft from his Shoulders, nor getting themaelves from 
_ - under it ; as may,. 2nd hath been done to the Son of Man, And 
Ys Ges whoſoever are ſo.ftqut as not to mind Scripture, God's r2veal- 
ed Law, are at this time Tranſgreſlors agaiaſt the-ſame, and (hall be at the lat day cat» 
demned by it, This would be alike ſeyſible, if we had the ſame knowledge of bim that js 
#nviſble, and conſideration of Futurity, as we have now regard to our Kings and Gover- 
nours after the Fleſh, and take care for the preſent time ; fur (as before intimated? the 
. Law of our God is written in a Book, and may in like manger be underſtood as the Laws, 

Cuſtoms and Manners of this er that Country we live in, | | 
There are many Words in the World, and.nong of them is without Signification 3 for 
_ , they have reſpe& unto Things; and what expreſſes things as they are, the very Nature 
and Connexion of them together, .Thet is Truth, Now becauſe many of them arc hidden, 

afar off, unſcen, and not heard, it is the office of Reaſon to ſearch chem out, and to brin 
*" them near by Probability and Witneſles, So there may be mahy Words, and a long courle 
of Reaſoning to bring out one ſingle Truth. And then oppoſite to Truth and Realon, are 
Falſhood and Imagination, We may evidently perceive that all things are Gods, and that 
his Word is perfett and true, for that ſpeaks of every thing according to .its Nature (either 
in expreſs Wprds or juſt Conſequence, though this is many times hidden,and not diſcernable) 
which belong to mankind, from the greateft to the lealt, except what may be known from 
our ſclves,. and the moſt common obſervation. $o all is but vain.and deceitful Words,which 
donot ſpring up, nor may be gathered from this ground of Truth. This is left as a ſtaad- 
Ing Rule totyy.the DoGtrines whether they be of men or no. And we may further know 
Truth by the Underſtanding which is given us; for Truth (if it be clearly apprehended) 
hath a full conviftion over the Heart and Conſcience. Notwithſtanding the ſhifts and tricks, 
the diſputing and crafty eluding, yetthere doth remain a firm perſwaſion in the mind which 
cannot be got off. When the Spirit of the mind fuggeſts to the man, This ts the very Truth, 
It is exceeding dangerous to reliſt or do deſpite tothat 3 to ,be ſtubbora againſt or deſpiſe 

it, to forget, or be willingly Jgnorent. | 

And hence we may learn to take a judgment and.eſtimatiun of the, Wiſdom of man's Words, 
fine Flouriſhes, ſmooth Language, - or of notional unneceflary things, which may delight a 
little, but periſh in the Reading : there isnothirg more in them, and it is all blown away 
45 Chaff: But more eſpecially we are to take 1:ced of the Zeguen of the Phariſees (which 
-they mingle amongſt, and thereby corrupt the Bread of Life) viz. their ſeveral __ 


- done herein, 
. bineſs and 
. come. As 


| (- 19) +3 
ef * Gloffes, Difinfims, and their own Iroextions, mecr bumin © © $ - ' 
Expoſitions and: Treditions. . Many ignorant People give more d- '» A re a; 
regard to the Opinions and Sayings of ſuch a Rabbi or Teacher, Caſe of F 64 mod wes 
than to what Chriff, the Prophets and Apoſtles ſpeak, or even z 1 oy blot -t. 
what God himſelf ſpeaketh by them. Indeed there was at firs 30 3-1 4 young 
appointed a. Peculiar, and diftin&t Office of Men to turn People 4- made ap wholly of 5b:m. 
way from Iniquity, Mal. 2. 6+ and to turn them 10 Righteouſneſs, Dans. 12. 3+ | But inſtead 
thercor, They ſtrengthen the Hands of Evil-doers, that None doth return from bis Wickedneſs, 
Jer. 23. 14. Andeither conceal, or flatter them in Unrighteouſmeſs; and ſmooth them up 
in the cammitting of thoſe things, of which God hath ſaid, The Soul that ſauncth, it fhaH dye, 
Bzek. 18. 4» They are rather Men-plesſers (and yet that is a ſad way of plealingamen, to 
lead them blindly on to eternal Miſery) then the Servants of Chri#;. for as he taxed the 
Phariſees of.old-time, ſo do theſe now reje# the Commantment of God, that they may keep 
in favour with the chief Princes of this Nation. For Moſes ſaid, Hononr thy Father and thy 


._ Mother ; and whoſoever curſeth Father or Mother, let bim dye the Death, Mark 7+ 19, 11, 12, 


13+ But ye will excuſe, and vindicate, and juftific, if the Children ſhall not only take 
away the Right and Inheritance of the Father, but after they have taken Polleſhon, they 
Proceed ta Killand Murder; ascarrying on unjuſt Wars, is intentional Murder all along 
And this Js that they may be profited, though the onward pretence is for the Proteſtant Reli- 
gion againſt Popery ; Whereas if it were really ſo, y<t if ye had a right knowledge of the 
Glory and Work of the Lord ; -The One is not to be advanced, nor the other carried on 


by ſinful means: Notwithſtanding the A/vciation among t the Confederate Princes, which + 


ſhall be broken, It is a wrong and contrary Method, #o build up Zion with Blood, and 
Jcrulalem with Iniquity, Micah 3+ 10. But our Priefts and Prophecs do not exhort them to 
do Right and Equity.to their Father, Making the Word of God of none effet through your own 


- Expaſstions, which ye have delivered ; and many ſuch like things do ye. 


rod-ismy Witneſs, whom I ſerve in the Goſpel of his Son, and as I hope for any Mercy 
at his Hands, 1.do here declare, That what I bave already, and do now herein, is alſo out 
of a greater Zeal and Emulation for the Truth and Excellency of the pure Reformed Reli- 
gion; which at this day lies under much Scandal and Reproach by faliiication of an Oath 
and manifeſt Unrighteouſneſs. This Zeal of mine is according to Knowledge, and the cer- 
tain —_— od's _— Woo both of the Old and New Teſtament. For we are 
rot to we Oppreſſion,. nor exerciſe Robbery, nor oppreſs the Stranger wrongfully, Ezck. 22. 29, 
See.the-next Verſe. 7 will be « ſwift Witneſs _ falſe — pay pr 4 thoſe that Op+ 
preſs the Fatherleſs, and that turn «fide the Stranger from his Right, Mal. 3- 5» We ought 
to. give no occaſion that the Way of Truth be evil ſpoken of : We are to have our 
Converſation. .honeft amongft the Gentiles, and to: walk as the Children of God with- 
out rebuke.  Recompence t# #0 man Evil for Evil : Be not overcome of | Evil, but overcome 
Evil with Good, -Rom. 12. 17+ 21.. as ſuch is the defign of the Law and the Prophets, Chriff 


- and his Apoffles. If -our Ways and our Doings are contrary, God ſees it, and it diſple:ſcd 


Shimthat there was 10. judgmens. And He ſaw that there was 10 man, and he mon;red that there 
wv4s 10; /ntercefſqur, 1ja. 59. 15,16. Strange? that in a whole Nation and Generation, 
and. amongſt ſo many. who profeſs themſelves to be his Amballadors, Miniſters and Ser- 
vants,. yet very few gr none at all, but one Lame from his Mother's Wom®t, ſhould fd 
ap purely and only for the Cauſe and Honour of God. But yet ſome one or more ſhould 


- appear forth publickly to teſtific againſt this National Sin and Corruption. Wh:t I have 


ein, was toclear a great point, which is to maniſeſt the Hoſt Perfect Fo- 
Uprightneſs of God, who doth not allow o do Evil that Good may 
'God is B 
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Bus Fudgment ſbal rerurn unto Righteouſneſs, and all rhe Upright in Heart ſt 
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in all his Ways, and holy in all his Works ; ſo according te bis 


"4 


( 20) | 
Lo that it is not a matter of Indifferency what any;one thinks, or ſpeaks, or dothherein 3; 
but we are to fide with the Xing Immortdl, Inviſible and only Wiſe God againſt. this Trauſite»- 
ry Werld, the Folly, Falſhood and Corruption whicharc ſeen therein. - We to ſearch 
and enquire diligently what is written, -and co ſpeak and do as We that ſhall be judged by 
the Law of God in Scripture. Not giving ſo much tothem, whom the Word faith, and Ex« 
perience confirmeth, But ye are departed our of the way; ye have cauſed many 20 flaumble at 
the Law ; ye have corrupted the Covenant of Levi, ſaith the Lord of Hofts, Mah 2. $. whoſe 
aflertion ray ſooner be believed than their own Vindication, They may be more properly 
Riled followers of Mabomet, than of Moſes or c— for theſe were faitbful-in 4ll their 
Houſe; But they, accoriling to the Impoſters rine will call a thing an eſpecial Provi- 
dence, and'Immediate Deliverance ſent by God, though the means ( by which. it came- 
to pals) are againſt his expreſs Word and written Revelation. - But if ſome that 
handle the Law, know not God ? ſhall this diminiſh from che Ri of God, 
vr take away from the Purity and Uprightnels of his Law ? God forbid ; yes, let God be true, 
and every man 4 Lyar, 4s it is written; That thou mightef# be juftified in thy Sayings, and over- 
come when thou art judged; We are (ure that all Scripture came by Inſpiration from God, 
and therefore all is Truth what that ſaith. And whatever the Praftices of others are to 
keep their places, or to mcke 4 gain of Godlmeſs, {ſo called, but rather Hypocriſee) or pro-- 
ure and retain the favour of the great Ones; yet ſuch will be the greateft loſers in the end: 
' for there is a real. Truth and Signification ia theſe 
* * This ſhowl4 be conſidered of by Words, * _ are they that kery Fudgment, and Fc 
thoſe who are Comviited intheir own that doth Righteouſneſs at all times, Pal. 106. 3» And 
Conſciences of the Wrong, but they will. though at this preſent ſhort time, There is one event 
not Repems nor confeſs their Errour 0- to the Righteous and to the Wicktd, to bim+bat ſweareth 
penly before Men, till they ſee ſome one or be that fearerh an Oath, Yet it will be certainly 
or more examples before them, and they better with theſe who have continned whole and fted - 
do watch ſecretly to Obſerve bow the faſt inthe Covenant of their God, and have preſer- 
courſe of the World will tara. yed a good Conſcience in all things. - So it will be 
ſeen and experienced, when of this, and every * day 
of our Life, after years of diſcretion, we ſhall be called to Account 3 which will alfe extend 


and ' 


flouriſh 

over and vindicate the Yiolem perverting of Fudgment and Fuft ice in a Proviuce; ' for owl 
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# belongeth unto God. Aſp unto thee, O Lord, belengeth Mercy 3; for thox reudref# 18 ev 
U1an —_ to bis YYork, Pſal. $2. $, 9, 10, >——_ Y PRO 
. God hath wiſely cftablithed things for a Life of Tryal, and an Obedience of Faith, and 
to exerciſe our Truſt ia him. He hath given-us the Law and the Teftimony, and the Light 
that is in them, to diſcern and know Good and Evil, Truth ſhood, Right and Wrong, 
Subftance an Vanity. And the Satvation which we expe from our God, ſhould always 
keep us in that it<d/alt purpoſe of mind, as not to commit any deliberate Sin, nor to con- 
ticue in any known Tranfgrethon, nor to praftice Hypocriſie, nor to leaye Duty undone 
for to accompliſh preſent things» If men did not talk of it as a Word of Courle, but do 
really defire to get to Heaven (as now they ſee the ontfide, and they muft certainly go off 
from this Earth) then they muſt not do thoſe things which lead a contrary way, as that 
Word (which reveals the inviſible things within, and the neceflary means to obtain) doth 
expreſly declace. Itis no jeſting matter, but rather a ſad ſign that the Curſe ©/ God, which 
is a fore-runner of his punuhment, is falen wpon people when they «4d Iniquity to heir Ini+ 
tity, and nos come into thy Righteouſneſs, Pal. 69. 27. For the next thing which ſucceeds, 
5to be blotted 0ut of the Book of the living, and not be written with the Righteous, Verl. 28. 
which is to have their Names ftruck out of the Court-Roll of Heaven, and that is ten thou- 
ſand times worſe than to loſe their Lives, Liberties and Eſtates. Thoſe who aſpire after 
Greatneſs, abhorring conterapt and low things, will meet with intollerable vexation, if 
they ſhould be rejeted fromthe Great Things of Gods Kingdom. And how can they beag 
it to be ranked amongſt thoſe of whom it is written, They ſhall gs forth, azd look,upon the 
Carkaſes of the Men that heve wy agtinft Me : for their Worm foalt not dye, neither fall 
vheir Fire be quenched, 4nd they ſhall be an abborring unto all Fleſb, 1ſa. 66. 24- | 
And whereas it is now ſurmiſed, our pure Reformed Religion is more dear then all preſent 
things, and that would be endangered ; It is here deliberately and adviſedly affirmed, That 
#he Dotrines and Pratices of theſe corrupt Times are more dangerous and prejudicial to Souls, 
then all the Errors and Superfoitions of Popery : for thatſame Word (which inftrutts in che 
way of Salvation, and makes known what is the prre end undefited Religion before God) doth 
fpeak much more againſt Perjury, Lying, Unrighteouſneſs, Diſobedience to Parents, Re- 
venge, falſe Accuſation, Hypocrifie and an #ypocriticat Nation, and ſach like, thea it doth 
againſt 1dolatry, Superſtition and falſe Worſhip. But the Will of Goql is, (which we muſt 
alſodo, if we would be ſaved) that we abſtain from themall. Thou declareit upon Oath ' 
that the Pope cannot depoſe Heretical Prinees, and that neither bez, nor eny Perſon whatſoever, 
bath Power to abſolve thee of this Oath, or any part thereof 3 + but what. if God, fhouldjud; 
that Proteſtant Lay-men cannot abſolve ſubjetts from their Oath and Allegiance to a Bopi 
King? 1n Trutk, neither can one do it, nor yet the other. The ſame God, who*com-" 
mands that we krep from 1dols, doth likewiſe enjoyn that we do 'no wrong,and that 'we ab/ain 
from all appearance of evil. 1t is both folly and Wickedneſs to-ran from one unlawful ex- 
treamto another ; and God will ſhew and manifeſt that there is no neceſlity'to proceed from 
evil to evil, and they know not me, ſaith the Lord, Jer. 9. 3+ - | 
It is impertinent and irkſome to explain things ſe very particularly 3.*but people are dull- 
of apprehenſion : fears and jealouhies are endleſs: ang more eſpecially a conlcivulneſs of 
guilt and wrong i not caſily ſatisfied, for it hopes to have this exeuſe-for their Sin, a ſur- 
miſe of Danger, and they yenture upon theſe doubrful things to make more ſure againſt it - 
for ſo they call ſuch things which are as evidently a breach of the Law, as Adukery and For- 
nication are againſt the (ſeyenth Commandment, and are more certainly Sins, then Drunken - 
neſs is one, as themſelves may knew, for compare their Ations with the Law, and their own 
Thoughts will accuſe them- It is juſt like him, who robber} bis: Father or bis Mother, and ſaith 
i # is 0 Tranſgrefion, Prov, 28» 24. Wane Soul hath deparicd from the Law has 
os » 


 (e2) 
Kigh, ſhe ſeeks out ſor this or that Tmagination to paciſie (but it cannot (atisfie) the grambs 
lings within atthis preſent time ; and which ſhe vainly and falſly hopes will fave barmie 
as fo the future. But notwithſtanding all the Decetveablencſs of Unrighteonſneſs, frong De- 
Juſions, and human Allegations; Yet God's Glory is not,nor can be advanced by finful means. 
For, The juſt Lord is inbe midft of ns, be will not do —_— Zeph. 3-5. and we ought ta 
ſeffer himſelf according to his Gracious Promiſe to diret# our Work (if we lancerely intend it 
for him, or otherwiſe it is damnable Hypecrilie) is Truth, Ia. 61.8. 1f we would indeed 
ride Proſperouſly, It muſt be becauſe of Truth, and Meckneſs and Righteouſneſt. For whoſoe 
ever doth the Work of the Lord, muſt do it only in the Good and right way, which him- 
ſelf doth dire& all along, and chalk out in his Word. And this doth trictty forbid all 
manner of Sin and falſhood. They aiſo do no iniquity, they walk in bis ways: Thy Word is 
wery pure, Pal. 119-3. and verl, 140, Sardtifie them through thy Truth, by Word is Truth, 
Joha 17. 17. neither isthe leaſt evil to be done for the beſt end. Will ye ſpeck wichedly for 
God, and talk deceitfully for him? Job 13. 7. anJ tothe ſame purpoſe is Rom..3..7, $. 
Here I have not lo much to do with the clamoars of the Multitude; but 1 ought to give- 
account to the Saints that are on the Earth, and the true Servants and Worlhippers of 
God ; whocan better uaderfſtand and judge of theſe things. - But ye know that every Scribe 
inftruted in the Kingdom of God, it ke would be feithfua in all his Houſe, oughtto ſpeak 
out all is commanded and made known from the whole Scripture according to Peuse 18. 28+ 
et 27. 26.” Pſal. 18.22. Fer. 26. 2.' Mat.28.20. andfo ye ought to receive and giye-atten- 
dance unto all God's Word, and tod4iminiſh nothing,nor loſe ought of it. And then, If'ye mark 
diligently what is here,and all along ſaid, ye wiil ſee that I ſpeak not theſe things ag'g.main, 
but both Law «nd Goſpel ſay rhe ſame. 1 ſpeak nothing of my (elf, nor do Lule Hu- 
man Arguments, but / make mention of God's Kigbteouſneſs, even of thine only, Plal. 71, 16. 
And therefore I do uſe (according to that. diſqdainful term of Reproach)-ſach a farrago of 
Scriptures, hodge- podge, as they are” tagged together. If the ſame imputation i 
veurcd to be faitened on me,-as was on thoſe Fer 20.7, Mars 279. 63, 2Cn: 6.8. My 
ſwer is the ſame ; for I ſpeak all along out of che Word of Truth, and make uſe of the Ar- 
mour of Righteduſneſs on the right Hand, and on the left. FI 
Do not blame me, but let the Prophet Ezekiel ariſe forth and anſwer for himſelf, as one 
that would bring in Heatheniſm, and de(troy the true Worlhip of God;. for what he ſaith. 
ſo empharical in his ſeventeenth Chapter, on behalf of the Xing of Babylon, according to ** 
human apprehenſion, but in Truth he ſpeaks for the Oath and Covenant of God. Inverl.15s 
the matter of faft'is recited particularly. But He rebelled e2inft bim in ſending bis Ambaſſadors 
ito Egypt, that they might give bim Horſes and much People (which may in like manner be ap- 
plyed by ene who knows the exat ſeries of the affairs of our Time) and three Queſtions 
are asked in ſhort, which imply a trong Negative, as it is accordingly fell out 3 ſo that 
ebey did not proſper, nor yet eſcepe who did ſuch things, nor were they delivered. There was 
ſome mean time between the Prophets ſpeaking this, and it being accompliſhed. Nay, do 
enot accuſe him neither, left your Murmurings are againſt the Spirit of God which ſpake 
him « Whe for farther Tuftration and Confirmation of this point doth in ſeveral other 
laces ſpeaking <expreſly againſt a falſe Ostb: And there was not to be any breach or .abſo- 
Fation from it, for outward coftyeniency or tetnporal advantage; as in caſe of the Gibeoartes, 
Fen Yow, and what may be gathered from Fudges 21. 5. 7. concerning. the Tribe of 
 Epbraim. | 
And then further, let People take heed of provoking God'to Anger, by limiting the boly 
One of Iſras), asif Deliverance was already; and muſt be Wo likes by ſach an 
Inftrument enly ; for herein they ſpeak without the Book of the Lord 2 - why; what ſaith, 
that? Wiltwei thou, © Goty mbich beſt teff-ar off t- And thou, @ Goiy which didf wn 
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xt with our Armies ? IPOS.) 7 JR is the 
belp of man, * Pfal. 60. 10, 11. And fo likewiſe falſe and 
finful is our fear 3 or if it were true and reaſonable, yet vais 
{s the Oppoſition of Max. For if things were done (as they in- 
deed ) only according to the Principles of Refticution 
and Juftice, the exat Rules of Righteouſneſs and Wiſdem, 
purely out of Obedience to God and the Word of his Grace, ing 
we ſhould be all ſafe nnder the Divine Providence and Prote- 
Qtion ; ſo that we may be bold 10 do Righteous things, and truf# elf, 
gur God with the event of all, Pſal. 4.5. This is better and 
more ſafe than to venture upon evil and unlawful means, and 
| fo ſubje& themſelves to prefent confuſion and future Puniſh- 
ment ; for if ſuch an one is reſtored to his civil Right, he may | 
ſee the Work ef the Lord, how Fulgnent is returned to Rightconſueſet ; and hereby he may be 
vronght over $0086 pureand uncorrupt Religion ; to which he may be the ſocncr won over 
by the honeſt dealing of the true and fincore Members thereof, Bat if his Heart be-to dv 
Miſchief, Dan. 11. 27. and to praftiſe Revenge and Cruelty, there is a God above, who 
according tor his workings and methods of old may ſuffer his Pevple for a white to be 
re rv tþrough Oppreflon, it ion and Sorrow ; He | upon es, 
yer ſenceth be the poor on bigh from afftiion, Pla. 107: 39, 40, 41. It is ſaid'in the plural 
number, and he may (o over-rule it by aclear ordaining Providence purſtant tv his reveals -» 
| og IN Lane Het forſchen of both ber K ings, 112, 7. 16. And then alſo will this be 
Found true, ſs :bat we our ſelves glory in you in the Churches of God, for your Patience ind Faith 
is all your Perſecutions end Tribulations that ye endure, which is 4 manifef# token 4 wor bx omg 
of God, that ye may be accounted worthy of the Kingdom of God, for alſo 


ir is 4 Righteoas thing with God t0 recompence Trivulation to rbeth that would 


that tlrey will rather chooſe afflition, than to commit Sin 5. and they willnot re 
from doing Righteous Things, though they did knoiv and were aſlured it would bring ſiff- /, 
'fering on them; for ſack indeed, and none elſe will be accounted Worthy of the of 

- + | © + - God for which they ſuffer, But if Men will truſt to the methdds of their own Wiſdom, till 
: they are rug out, andthemſelyes are confounded arid bafled : And will either befote' of af- ' 
_ | terwards uſe ſore unlawful Means to preſerve themſelres from, or get out of Perſecution, 
: God will proceed to Jo a matvellous Work amongſt bis People, even 4 marvellous Work and & 
| Fouler, that the Wiſdom of theſe wiſe Mex ſhall P:riſb, and they ſhall juſtly ſuffer 4s Evil-doers 
| Thet they will with they had done otherwiſe whe: it is too late 3 for ſuch Repentance is 


ully ſenſible of what they have loft, and are to ſuffer, then only they would bavye other-/ 


wiſe, when before they were proved the Game thing, but did it not. ne 
, It wottld be looked upon as yain Arrogancy and Proud Boafting, if 1 ſhould repeat at 
, length and apply what is written aod afflerted thrice, Pſdl. 119. $$, 99,190, Yet itisthank- 


fulneſsto God the giver to ſpeak out arid acknowledge the ſanic,and allo it is a benefit and in- 


, 

F- ſtanding. And likewiſe great heed is to be taken all along that this is confin'd within the Sounds 

--# God rh 1am; —_ whether I ſhall elkorys. oy my Cy to inſert one 
toman {gying, eliris ſenum et prejudicia juvenum cadis Reſyublica; but ſometimes we 

are allowed to ſpeak the words of Man's Wiſdom & common þ arveroe And notwithitand- 
or. the contempt, prejudice and diſdain, which may ariſe againſt me becavſe of my Touth, 

STM-4-12,& ing forwardieſs, i Same 17.23,29; & othet diadvantages) Erol, 943 $16: 
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2 The 1:4 53 6... ſo that admitting 'it ſhould be thus, Here is the Faith aud Patience the 4 


the ſame with that of Fades and Eſau, and the damned in Hell; who when they come to be \,/ 


ftrultion to others,to aſſign the very reaſon how ſuch an one came to that Wiſdom '& Under- . 


a= 


( 24 } 
Twill add this yet further,& do here take Liberty to make 2 publick and ſolemn Proteftation; 
ehat according to the Grace and Knowledge God ſhall be pleaſed te continue and farther 
endue me withal, / will as ſoon ks prevent the coming in and overflowing of Po- 
, with my Life, Liberty, and younger Brothers Portion; 43 now 1 expoſe them all a:cinfÞ falſ- 
and _unrightcouſneſs- If at any time (cither now or hereafter) I ſhould recede and 
draw back from this deliberate Reſolutionof mine here made, then let me be made an ob» 
of the utmoſt fury of the Mulnitude. I would undergo all Azvillacs Torments and 
quietly ſubmit to the moſt cruel and lingering death that eyer yet man endured fince the 
Warld begau, This is here publiſhed and recorded to ſtand againſt and be executed upon 
me, and that it may be done with me according to mine own words. 

Lam as it were neceſſitated to uſe this confidence of Boaſting; fer it hath been ſurmiſed 
#gZainſt me as iF I plead for Bal and his falſe Worſhippers ; that I have diſplayed a batiner 
for Antichriſt in this Kingdom, and that 1 am a Miniſter of Satan transformed into a Mini» 
fter of Rightcouſneſs :: which laſt is more ſuppoſed of me, becauſe I do diſcover our Iniquity 

; Þ8 turn away our Captivity, Lam. 2. 14. ſce the whele Verſe,and that other threatning mani» 
'  S&eſted under the Goſpel. And alſo in order to ters away Iniquity from Facob, it is aeceſlary 
to lay open the full aggravation and ſifulneſs of Sin, and alſoto cite the Scriptures ; but for 
doing theſe things T am thought to be like him that accuſes our Brethren before God day and 
night, Butthea thischarge muſt allo fall upon Flias, Kom.1 1+ 2, 3. and the Prophets, Chrif 
and the Apofles, and all faithful Teachers down ever lance, and at this day ; for they ascard- 
uig to their Duty and Office did the very ſame. We cannet inform God of any thing, nor 

PN make the Sins of Men known unto him, nor recorded before him, for he knows much more 
» himſelf. The Sin of Judah is writtes with « Pen of row, and Graven with a point of @ 

' Piamond, though no mortal Man did in the leaft ſpeak or write thereof. . But eur 
> Ged commands that they be ſhewed. and told thereof, in order fo which it is necef- 
; fary to do both.. We have ne way to convince of Sin and turn unte Righteouſneſs, but by 
F { the Scriptures; And when the Devil quotes them, as we read that once he did, he leaves 
23 -Quc the material Words, To keep thee in dll thy Ways, which is in Pſabn 91. 11. but quite 


"#1 
= 


A emitted Mat. 4.6, and in Zuke 4. 10. To keep thee is added, but the laft Words are again 
/ »gmitted. So that the Allegation is the more ſubtle and fallacious. But our Lord did coti- 
front Scripture to Scripture ; and let this be ſhewed and done by my Adverfaries, and not 
think. it ſufficient barely tv objeft the ſame againſt me. Let the Learned, but Unf#able of 
our days, ſhew where the Scriptures have been'any where wrefted; for there have been 
cited thoſe places which are eafic to be underſtood, accerding to the plain and common fig- 
nification. But when there is a Comment added to hinder from coming, into the way of 
Rightceuſneis, then this Imputation will truly fall back upon themſctves, as Ged willjudge 
determine at lait ; though now they Juf if themſelves before Men, and have the faſhion 

and multitude on their fide. If Satan doth once cite Scripture, not in generals, or by 
halfs, but particularly and fully to turn People from Taiquity unto Righteovſneſs, then 
He doth riſe up againff bimſelf, and is divided: He canet ard and bath an end. Andf 
my ſelf have dene that to the ſeveral Orders and Degrees in Men,. and under all 
fas I can think of) the principal' Heads of Good and Evil, as miy be ſeen in the Book 

_ of Happineſs, &c. to which 1 have prefixed my Name; then it may be judged whe- 
- ther1 am. a true Minifter of Righteouſneſs; though by the Impolitions and Reftraints 
of Men, I amas yet debarred from the publick and outward Adminiftcation of that Office 
by reaſon of contradiftry Oaths, & to me doubtful Subſcriptions. And if my ſelf have wrote 
againſt Pagery morethan my kquals, as may be ſeen in the above-cited Book, page 75, 120, 
121,160, 190, 212, 243, 253, 411, 460, 461, 462, 487, 536, 618, 691, 700. And yet am 
<a Pap, then alſo Popery is divided az4inft js ſelf, and that bath an end, 8nd cane: Fand. 1 


- . 
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(25) 
Shall never be able td do-any thing ts advance the Cauſe, but ſubje& my ſelf to preſent 


Jhame and conf} If] do ence ſpeak or aft contradidtry to mine own printed words 
in the leaſt inſtance, then 1 am a Lye, Deceiver, falſe Prophet, Trator, beady 
and biyb-minded, and then 1 may be juitly and ſafely. proceeded againft as ſuch. 

That Beok was indeed compiled in the late King's Reign, but came out of the Preigatter | 
his departure, And there is one lingle page there, viz. the handred ſixsy ſecond; whick 
if he had been put in mind of, and througly obſerved, the Truth contained therein would bave 

preſerved bim in bis Throne $0 this day, and the enemics of our r «4 Religion had got no ad- 
vantage over us. And alſo that Sin, Difurbance, Confuſfen, the bleody aud doubrful cyents of 
War might heve been prevented, . which we have been fiance involved in. 

If 1 have ſpokenthe Truth, it ought to be. believed and received; if Iam all along 
conſonant. and agreeable to my ſelf (which others may examine as firiftly as they will) chen 
it is Truth, And if my only drift and defiga is to teach tranſgreflors thy Ways, and that 
Sinners may be converted unto God, then tbe Truth of God is come anzo you. Though accerd- 
ing to the Divine Method it may ſpriag up at firſt from an obſcure preſs, and compiler, and 
xemain for ſome time hidden and concealed from the World : for People arc 4ſbamed of ſuch 
Words in au 4dulterous end Seful Generatien; and they hate the Light, neither come they to 
the Light left their deeds thould be reproved. -7he Light ſhineth in Darkneſs, and the Dark- 
neſs comprebendeth it not, fohn 1+ 5. It dodh not ſee and perceive, aad-allo it is afraid and F, 


firinks thereat, Though it is not yet diſcerned, nor throughly underſtood, yet more is there <- 


delivered concerning the knowledge of God, and of his Law, and of the Things pertaining #9 
bis Kingdom, . then 1s to be found in any of the Books or Sermons of our cammon Minitters 
and Teachers. But mine is fri# and was carefully compile&from the Word and Spirit of 
Trath; and therefore it hath not met with that general acceptation which thoſe haye had, whs 


. have ſpoken ſmooth Things and ". y- Deceits. Others have been Partial in the Law, 
6 


and have omitted or concealed ſeveral Things for fear of Perſecution or Tribulation for the 
Words ſakg ; Or becauſe they would not diſpleaſe the Hearer or Reader. But here is che * 
whole Truth ſpoken out without fear or Refpett of Perſons, and without favour of, or fiding 
with any Set or Party ; for if / yet pleaſed Men, 1 ſhould not be'the Servant of Chrif. Azd 
alſo what the ſame Apoſtle fore-told of, is this day fulfilled, The Time is now come when they 
will not endure ſound Dofrine. For theſe-and ſuck like Reaſons only, Even thy Truth, 'O "9 q 
God, YE Ra and not reccived. Sce Pſal. 118. 22. {4.69. 15+ Fobn 
EO 32s. $ 22. 1%» 

I haveall my Life time kept coaftant Communion with-the Church of Euglaxnd, and bare 
daily frequented its publick Worthip as 1 have had opportuaity. and do at leaſt thrice in 
the Year receive the Huly Sacrament, according to the appointed Inſtitution. I have beea 
alſo ſome times, fince the Eftabliſhed Liberty at the Congregations of Proteſtant Difles- 
ters; and herein I do a(t purſuant to the ſaying and Will of Chrif, Mat. 18. 20, John 11+ 
52+ And allo it is according to that Truth Manifeſted in the fifth Chapter of my 
afore-cited Book under the head of different communions. But I did never in the leaſt joy2 
with the Popilſh way of Worſhip, nor did ever ſo much as ſee t ; which 1 have had the ca 
riolity only to incline me ſo far ; but I thoughteven that to a Le fin and ualawful, becauſe 
of their Superſtition and Image Worſhip ; and therefore I did utterly refrain. I dodebre 
and would endeavour after a Greater degree of Purity and Reformation even in our eſt3- 
bliſhed Churchzfor it ſhould be yet more freed from the Ordinexces and Commandments of mien. 
Thongh I do withal conſider that the Reforer of Paths to dwel in, Iſa, 53. 124 is only to take 
away that rubbiſh and corruption (which hath ſo long laid in them) that they may be 
ſmooth, right and plain as they were at firſt, and they are to remain the very ſame, for - 
we are to come vp again tathe old oo is the good way, Jer. 5. 16, The Wallisia®. 
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no wiſe-to beremoved, nor yet the Foundations altered, bnt the 074 / places ave to be 
builded, and they are to be raiſed up, andthe breech i+-4y be repgiredy and all is to be done 
inthe very ſame place. t . LY OI III I0 0 SIR. 
0, We would not willingly bring a Scandal; or O#iw,! vr Diſhotionr them i the fight of 
their feverat Congregations; butyet the Fong of Levi dre 70 be picrified, that they may offer 
f wntothe Lord an” Offering in Righteouſneſs 3 yrtmtre hr be-the ſame as in the 
dayes of Old,. and in former Years; when they did Teach F:cod thy Judgments, and 7ſracl 
thy Law; and the Lord did accept the workof their Hands,' When they did walk before 
him in Peace and Equity, and did turn many away frem Iniquity. - And now the fanlt is 0n- 
ly in themſelves, for why ſhonkt they -do- thoſe thingy as to'be* made conemprible and 
buſe before the People? *Astheir office is-to-admoniſh thePeople of theirSinand Errour ; ſo 
God in his abundant Care and Provifieir for” bis Charch; | hath ell'ong inftrufted and 
J raied up others {who'were nt of the Zevitiew Priefbord)to do thelike unto them allo. 


It ſeems to be Tgnorance- or Intereſt, of Meni- that People are fo over zealous 

for,and confined within a particular Church,”or fach 4 Congregation 35 whereas if we would 

X pleaſe God only; we ſhould acktiowkedge and anſwer to-no other Name than that of a Chri- 

ffien ; not according to. the common-notions thereof,” but as'it.is written in the Word of 

God, dy living according to all the*Rutes and direftions there. And then we might all 
"agree to the ſame manner, and meet at the ſame-place of Workhip, 


" {+ » M\Sunmary of the preveeding. Pofconr ſe. 
*- Both the 1 rs mage A accuſation of the World are affixed on Me for Pub- 
Tiſhing fach Words 1mto them, This may ſeeks not the welfere of this People, but the burt, Jer. 
' 2$; 4-+- He that conquers K ingcloms and enl Territories, is reputed a Great Inſtru- 
+ ment of Mens Happineſs ; though it is accomplithed with the Frice of Blood, and by unlaw- 
ful means; which renders liable unto a Greater Cbndetanation and Miſery, and the utmoſt 
| thertof i8@ ſhadow only of Good, which juſt paſleth- by and is gone for ever.” But they 
'; © arc the offly unacceptable ' Perſons to the Workt, who inftruft People how they muſt tive. 
' ' and doy rhargbey may: be ſavedy and lend them into the right way, that they may live as 
Peaccably and comfortably here,' as can'be well defired in this World; and at laft be Happy 
and throughout all Eternity. Men need notbe in the leaſt ſcrupulous and fearful 
+ astothis prefent time ; for theſe Words, if- underſtood aright, would prevent that further 
effalion of Blood in our-neighbour Nations; And one'Man s Life, if be-knew how rightly 
_ - tocſeemit; is more valuable to himſelf than two Kings and their Kingdems. © They, ac- 
— cording as it was long: ſince fore-told of them, 1 Sem 5. do- turn their Subjets into Ser- 
vants, and make-uſe of the lower ſort of People for their Wars; but they beve not ſo learned 
ef Chrif; for of himit is written, He ſbal ſpzre the Poby and Needy, #nd ſhAal ſave the Souls 
of the Needy. He ſpall redeem their Soul from Deceit and Violence, and precious ſball their 
{ Blood be in bis ſight,Plal. 72.13, 14. Whereas the Kings of the Earth do impoveriſh their Peo- 
ple ; and then they are as it were neceſſitated toexyo'e themſelves unto Woundsand Death, 
or a little pay and ſhort livelihood. The ſame eternal'Word and Truth would put aftop 
to the further impoveriſhment which is likely to fall on our own Nation through continued 
Taxes and Charge 3 which would ſomewhat fake off from the Opprefſion of the Poor and the 
Gebing of the Needy 3 for that is drained out which thould carry on Trade and Commerce. 
"The Spirit of God doth take notice of ſuck things, at may be ſeen; 1s. 23+ 18. And then 
the Seas might be {et open again, that People may follow their lawful Merchandize with 
Jeſs fear and Danger. And then again, the like Way and Method may be found out tore- 
fore unto all Nations Unity, Peace and Concord, which we pray for as a Bleſſing, fo we ſhould 
lixewif: endeayour after out of a mind and Delize to the publich good, That there be no 


breaking | 


\ . 
2 
breaking in nov going out : That there be us (27) in ouy Styeets, Pale 144. 14. Which 
would be in Deed and irf Truth accompliſhed ; 16, as they do already own and profeſs him, 
{ the Kings and Princes, and Lords and Counſellors, and Paftors and. Teachers of all torts, 
would obty the Lord our God, and do accortiing t0 all bis Laws and Statures. If they do not, 
their Sin will find them out ſeverally, and as they are joyned together in a community 3 
for the time draws" near, when He will fulfil his Word, for tbe Nation and XK ingdom that 
will not ſerve thee ſhall Periſh-: Tea, thoſe Nations ſhall be utterly waffed, 11a. 60. 12+ 
The Lord executeth Righteouſneſs end Fudgmen for all that ave oppreſſed, Pſal. 103. 6. How 
is this true ?* for many are opprefied thronghout their Life, and dye ſo. But ir isto be 
"underftood fromthe words following, Ze made known bis ways unto Moſes, Verl. 7. He 
hath commanded and ſhewed in his Word how it ſhould be done. And if People «vill not 
do it freely and willingly, we his Servants have no-more to ſay, but we leave it to Go him 
ſelfto perform, fulfill and execute his Word. | They may believe and tremble that the ſame 
Almighty God, who ſpake the World into Being, and commanded his Word to a thouſan«! 
Generations, -will alſo give forth the executive Sentence, And 1 will prniſh the World for 
their Evil, and the Wicked for their Iniquity 3 and 1 will cauſe the Arragancy of the Proud t9 
ceaſe, and wilt lay' low the Zaughtineſs of the Terrible, 1fa. 13+11. which laft hath been al- 
ready fulflled in ,ore-going nerations, and there is a fearful expeAation 'of the other. 
The like doth haſte to be” accompliſhed and determined upon the preſent Generation, un- 
leſs they agree with their Adverſary quickly whilſt they are now in the way. Conluder of 
it ſeriouſly 3 Had ye rather dye in your Sins, and utterly Periſh"in your own corruption, then 52 
$0ld theresf,: and be pus in « way bow ye may eſcapz ? Now it is high time to look about your 
ſelves, for now ye are nearer to Death and Immortality than ever ye were yet : andioye 
approach nearer from Day to Day, till one drop away after anuther into the future (tace. 
And then do appear forth the things contained in Scripture (out of which I have ſpoken all 
along) and are manifeſted to our leparated Spirits, all one as the Things we now here in- 
the Fleſh do ſee, handle and converie withal. © God will take care that what he hath ſaid, 
ſhall come to paſs, * And thoſe who are 'now To ftout and diſdainful to value his Words as 
an empty (ound, or a dead impertinent Letter which may be laid afide, and not minded,- 
and ſuppoſe there is not much more in it than waſte Paper with ſome impreſſioas cf Ink :- 
Or if it is quick 41d powerful,” and ſharper then any two-edged Sword ; then out of the Spirit 
of oppotition and revenge, or throogh abundant Convittion, Fear and Anguiſh of Spirit,- 
that they cannot endure to Hear or Read it, then they may do as Febudi did, Jer. 36» 23») 
Cut it with a Pen- Knife or caft it into the Fire, or ſome other way embezil and loſe it : fuch* 
People may at length find and be fenſible of an hideous lamentation in themſelves, and thats 
it is become” a S2vonr of Death unto Death ; As the words in a Statute-Book do now cauſe 
ſeveral to ſuffer loſs of Liberty, Life or Member, and other wayes of puniſhment: and 
that afore-mentioned is as a filly a device, as for a guilty offender to tear the Record or 
Statute by which he is to he judged, for this doth only argue a greater contempt and pro- 
vocation to God, who did ſend forth his Word to bring them to Repentance, that he mighe 
forgive, Fer. 36. 3. and Pardon them. And it remains ſtill the ſame in the purpoſe and' 
determinatiun an Lock of the Lord : From Scripture, all that is truly inftrred, will be in 
tike manner fulfille4, Let there go about never ſo many like Ei/ymas the Sorcerer to defeat; 
what is here (aid; or a Fannes and Femtres of ud time : So do too'many now ref# rhe Truth; 
1 Tim. 3+ $. or diſregard it, till that remains: And however in the mean while Rifled or 
prevaricated ; nevertheleſs it will riſe up at the Judgment of the great Dav. Whether 
they will hear or forbear; whether they will read or nat, theſe Words are lai: before the 
People of this Nation, that they might hays turned from Iniquity unto R ighteotiFrels 5, 
Anrl not in Hypocrihe or outward ſhew ; but-ia licerity and Truth ſer their Goddaily, © 
delight ro know bis Waye's, 
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And now methinks I hear the whiſpering and ſecret Counſel ef thoſe, which may .arif® 


. Yet higher, and it ſhall be done in a ſolemn Judiciary proceeding, Away with this curbuler® 


Fellow, it is not fit be ſhould live; for he duth exceedingly diſquict this Nation ; we will 
ſead him away before to prove whether. the Words be hath here laid together, be true 3 
or elſe do it according to the ſybtlety of the old Serpent in the lurking places of the Yillages, 
and Murdey the Innocent in ſecret Places, or by adminiſtring ſome deadly thing, for this wil 
not make much noiſe, and we ſhall be thus happily rid of ane, who doth and will continge 
to Torment the Inhabitants of the Earth ; and therefore one way pr another, let him be 
lan. | WS M | 
Te may indeed Kill my Body, but. ye caxnot Kill me; for there is an Jmumertality, Keſur- 
retion of the Dead and eternal Fudgment. . Tf that ſheuld be (which God forbid, and yet it 
may be ſuppoſed, for the like hath been fulfilled in qur Brethrenggwho were Slain for the 
Word of God, and for the Teft imouy which they beld, Rev. 6. 9.) I. (hall ſee again, and 
meet with my Murderers,and in the mean time I ſhall be with the Soyls under the Altac,who 
cry ante the Lord 18 judge and avenge our Blood on them that dwell on the Zarth ; Which though 
He bear long, He will certainly &o it all togetber, notwithianding they now live out their 
appointed Time, and dye as other Men. Fur the ſafer way is to fore-warn you all of theſe 
things. Hear my Yoice, O God, in my Prayer ; Preſerve my Life from feer of the Enemy; bide 
me from the ſecret counſel of the Wicked, «nd from the Inſurretion of the Workers of Iniquity : for 
1 bave heard the Slander of many; Fear was on every fide, while they toak counſel together 4» 
24inft me, they deviſed to take gmay my Life. .But yet with all their ſecrefie, violence and con» 
{ultations, they cannot do jt in that place and after that mayner, where God may not ſee it 
and know it. And the, Lord will fiad it out when he maketh Inquiſition for .Blood, this 
and that man was put to Death after ſuch a mauner, by the Hands of. fuch Perſons, and for 
ſuch a cauſe. Gods ſends me as a Mellenger to his Subjetts, to acquaint they of their Vio- 
Jation of his Laws, and to teſtifie againſt them, to turn them to God and. Righteouſneſs : 
And I put them in mind tolive under his Government, and to obey his Laws for the future : 
But for doing of this. they ſeek.to Kill me. Zelp me, O Lord my God : Þ ſave me according 
0 thy Mercy, that they may know that this is thy Hand : That thou Lord baft done it. 
If they ſhould ſend me before, there is no calling of me back again, and ſo no Reſtitu- 
tion ; nor yet will the Crocodiles Tears afterwards waſh away the gyilt of my Blood ; The 
building the Tombs of the Prophets, and yarniſhing the Sepulchres of tbe Righteous will not Make 
#n*Attonement for the Sin of killing them. And moreover, 1t will be but a.yery ſmall ad- 
vyaritage and (hort reſpite ; for your Spirits alſo in a little time will fly out one after ano- 
ther. And if they are ſo impatient now, that they cannot endure a fingle Troubler of 1ſrach, 
how then will ye endure fg. meet with the whole Company of Prophets and Apoſtles, who were 
the very ſame totheir Age and Country, whatI am accuſed of now? How will your ſcives 
ſook Chriſt in the Face (the great Preacher of Righteouſneſs) if ye ſhould offend one of zboſe 
little Ones that belongs to him ? And proceed in the ſame manner as thoſe did, who Slew 
him and baxged him on 4 Tree, How will ye anſwer it before God the Judge of all ? And 
excuſe yGur ſelves to the Spirzts of Fruft Men made perfet? Who then will be witbout pat- 


tizlity and reſpett of Perſons: Who will not in/the leaſt Sevonr of what belongs uno Men, and Þ 


-aiſo hare a right knowledge of both ſides; the want whereof doth hinder the Saints on 


© Earth from giving a righteous judgment. But yet further, your own ſcIf-convition, whick +: 
,  Y F#voy ſtifled, (hall break forth ; And your own thoughts which now a litgle accuſe 700, 3 


k 
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, -7 - Gt, pod get the Dominion (as before did the Thoughts of Iniquit) ani 

Co our —_- 

"7 - This know; aiidbe affared of in the-mean while, that the Perſecuting Spirit is the work 

| heyy 2 Fe q04Þ th 0 NG War we; ohm which keep the Gy pre of God, 
CVs 12. 17» or Proſecution of his Servants. (even at. its firſt hegi ns y 


the laſt wicked a) doth ariſe and continue for want. of the true knowledge. of G 
is evident from theſe following places of his Word. _ For Strangers are riſcn vp rv » 
and -Oppreſſors ſeek, after my Soul ;* They bave not ſet God before them, Pal. 54. 3+ O God, the 
Proud ave riſen qxeinf me, and the 4ſemblics-of Violent Men- have ſought aficr my Soul, and 
bave nor ſet thee before them, Pal, $6. 14, They ſpall not hurt nor deftroy in all my Holy Moun- 
84in. Why (0? Fer the Earth ſball be of the Knowledge of the Lord, «5 the Waters cover 
#be Sea, 12. 11. 9. - They ſball-put you ous of the Synagogues ; Jebs the Time cometh that who- 
| ſeover Gilleth you, will think that be doth God ſervice : And theſe things mill they de-unto you, 
becanſe hey have wot known the Father nor we, John 16. 2, 3» Which noxe of tbe Princes of this 
'#Yorld knew ; for bad they- known it, they wanld not have crucified tbe Lord of Glery, 1 Cor. 
2. $. - He prayed for his Murderers, Father forgive vhem, for they now not what they do, 
Luk. 23. 34+ - But now men have no ſuch excuſe for their Sin ; neither will God hear, nor 
are we allowed to pray but according to Truth. Paul gives the Reaſon why he who was 
a Perſecutor, obtained Mercy, e 1-4id is ignorently, and in unbclief, 1 Tim. 1. 23, which 
implies the » If it had been knowingly done, And here again, to be willingly igno- 
ran, and to make __ to bed hmocent Blood, I. 59+ 7. becauſe they hope to have this ex- 
caſe for their Sin 3; This is to /ceh deep 18 bide their Counſel from the Lord, Ila. 29. 15, Shall 
| | "wot God ſearch this-0ut? for be knoweth the Secrets of the Hears, Pal. 44-21. Or whatever 
etence or vindication they may have before the world, can they conceal from his Eyes, 
before whom all things are naked and opened with whom we heve to do, Heb. 4. 13. and are 
tbe judgedby-him only. For it is a ſmall thing, or nothing to be accountable one to ano- 
ther. - But it is 2 further degree of Sin and Iniquity, and will bring on-greater Guilt and 
; atian, when People are not enly centented not to obey the Laws and Truth of the 


Moſt high God, but alſo-as their Fathers did to the Prophets, Perſecute and KW} ſuch who 
are appointed'to make it known: And all thoſe who are eren now for filling up the' meaſure 
of their Fathers : -Havye they not fo much Knowledge and Reafon ts refleft for their own 
"ſafety? Do ye not think,it would have been better for them if they had not rouched God's Pro- 
| -phots; aud done bis Anointed no barm? The anointing, which 1 bave received of bim, abideth in 
"Me: the ſame' anointing veachberb Mic of theſe Things, and is Truth. * of IvY 
- | '-My/ Authority and «Commiſſion =—_ theſe things, is (as aforeſaid) from the 234 
Chapter of Matthew, and Verſe 34. And alſo what 1 can make evident from the 14th 
| {Chapter of Fobs, and 17th Verſe, Eves the Spirit of Truth; which by ſome is\bard to be 
'rightly apprehended, for the ſame Reaſon 3s tbe World caunct recrive bim, becauſe it ſeevb. 
"him not. "But yet they may conceive thus much, What is that conimen ſence and reaſon 
/which is within them(cives ? May itbe felt or ſeen ? And-is it nat only ta be Underitood ? n 
- That Diſcousle and inferring of 'one thing from another, .is in orderto bring , out ſornething 7, ©: 
'that-is Truth, 'Fhe pure a&ts fede gia quay ive a Light and glimmering to natural 
- :and'reaſonable Souls, thatthere are hj S iritoal things, which ſhall ſhortly: be”? 
-revealedbeſare ys-with open Fice, as theſe low and Earthly things are, a which we 
naw dwell 3'1:ſpeak unto wiſe Men, Judge ye of whit 1fay. The Truth which 1 ſprat, th. 4: 
is my Commiſſon. And though it is not ſeen, yet it may be ſenſibly felt and evidently per= * 
NI AT IY na Ap mg 5. gs gp 18. —S 
held 1. bave gut my Words in- bis Mouth, Jer. 1- 9» mad (uch Words only are Z g 
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? God tith bee\\ pleaſed to try many of his Servants even unto hrs to-ſce what they 
will endure-for kim : and to let the wickedneſs of Men go yo tot may behold what 
wilt do againſt him, For my part 1 know net-what. or when yen, with re 3 

tl truſt on that God who gave me andall, mankind Life and h ray. Faith 
a little doubt, it will notaltogether fail, if 1 ſhould be doreed t _ mple-of 


THY © rake to whom that particular Phraſe was, Zc Id ny T uphold, 1a; 

both of, them fell by the Handsof wicked Mea. "I —_ had i the application of 
ſoine Prochiſe which encouraged me to this great Work ; but yet if 1 ſhould be cut off 
in the widft « "my dayes Wo, believe and amaſſured (for I. utterly renounce the Perſons 


of Men, that fevibs rhe thi 
te0us, Try> alt Fr 
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his Serrarits: 


pn, any thin ore, until/it  befemy aud Uurpog fates, Hp Hog nos fi, nar 
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t baye 7 pea canltay on 
ED Rs: th nerk * and ditern. his Progi s asto the 
ernr' 1 Twi # in wy S 3 the Lord God, 1 will mals mention of thy Righteouſueſe, 


And I da here, a, that, if. I were not hindred by, the 


time, ton they can AAR or == me 1agh LI 
on God, Xt all Kings, and Gayernous 0) 6 


ave 5s able Te” Sq he will aver-rule all, TSS 
revail. IF his Word hath free Utterance * 
Lemies anJ' Fleets, National Laws and meer h og uk . 
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they think falſly that it will gut things out of order. = Rill and know that there is a Goff © <* 


above, who willcontinue to ſexd ous bis Light and bis Truth, till it over-ſpreadsand prevails _ 
over the Face of the whole Earth. And whoever in the mean while ſhall endeavour tor 
quench and ſtifle it, this is dire& walking contrary, Lev. 26. 21. and ffriving with theig. 
Maker. And it (hall be at length upon them as & conſuming Fire to devour its Adverſeries 
and they ſhall find is is bard to kick againſt the Pricks, The more they oppoſe Truth, it 
will ſtrike deeper, and wound, and lay them ina greater caydemnation. All the World 
muſt be ſubje& unto God. If People do not provoke him to Anger, be will ds you no burr, 
Jer. 25-6 He is not a terrour to fingle Perſons, Families or Nations, unleſs they do that 
which is evil, and tranſgreſs his Laws; and then by fixther Reſtleſneſs and Provocation, 
they draw a much greater ſeverity of his threatnings "af puniſhmzenc on themiclves, Wilt 
thou not be afraid of the Government of God over the World” as he doth exerciſe the 
ſame'by the fill Yoice of his Word: and Spirit? Do that which is good and Righteous, 
then thou ſhalt have the approbation of our God at the preſent time, to which ſucceeds an 
Eternal Reward, All People (High and Low, Rich and Poor, of whoever they be) had 
better be Obedient and Submiſhve under this Almighty Power, who fetreth King for ever; 
Pſal. 29+ 10+ For they might live as contentedly un-' 
der him as Subjetts under the moſt * Zewful & Excek 
lent Prince 3 Children under the” moft loving, juſt 
and wiſe Father 3 and Servants under the beſt of Ma- 
ters. Whereas if People be never ſo impatient, and 
toſs to and fro; it is to no purpoſe, but to gaul them- 
ſelves yet more, Only beve 4 good mind towards God; do not Govern ſo well as they ſhoull :: 
and ſhew your ſelves accordingly to his Ambaſſadors, The Reaſon whereof is Obvious. 
who come with the Word of bis Truth; for no other : 

intent and purpoſe,. but that there might be Glory to God inthe bigheft, on Earth Peace, Good- 
will towards men, Luk. 2.14. Then Fudgment ſhall 4well in the Wilderneſs, and Righteouſneſs 
remain in the fruitful Fiell. And the work of Righteouſneſs ſball be Peace, and the effect of 
Righteouſneſs quietneſs and aſſurance forever. And my People ſhall dwell in 4 peaceable Hubis 
tation, and in ſure Dwellings, and in quies Refting Places, 1a. 32.16, 17, 1s | 


* Both which Words in Conjun@i- 
0 are Obſeruable; for commonly, 
Thoſe which have no juft Right, do 
Govern Well and Speciouſly ; and 
again, Thoſe who bave a real right 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


Et the Bleſſing of Ged deſcend and reſt upon thoſe Men and Women, 
who ſhall be Inftramental towards the Reprinting and further Pub» 


liſhing of this Teſtimony of Trath: but let none add ungo,nor dintiniſh, nox; 


alter any Thing withopt my .Knowledge ang Allent« 


Richard Stafford, a Scribe, 
/ Jeſus Chriſt... _ | \ 


Fhe Lord gave the Word, great was the Company of thoſe that Pabliſved it, Plal, 68. 1 vv 
| P CA \' 


. 5.5 # 
aceprdia gia, ghe; Promiſe and' ſending. of 
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